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Ahora bien, dixo el Cura, traedme, senor huispedy aquesos 
libros, que hs quiero ver. Que me place, respondiS el, y en^ 
irando, en su aposetUo, sac6 del una nuUeiiUa vieja cerrada 
con una cadeniUa, y abriindola, haU6 en eUa tres libros grandes 
y unos papeles. de tnuy Imena letra escritos de mano.-«DoN 
Quixote^ Parte I. Capitcdo 3d. 

It is mighty well^ said ^^^rietl ; $ny> landlord, bring me 
those books^ for I have a mind to see them. With all my 
hearty ansn^ered the host; and^ going to his chamber, he 
brought ont a little old doke^bag, with a padlock and chain to 
it, and opening it, he took oat three large volnmes, and some 
manuscript papers written in a fine character.-— Jartis's 
TramkUidn. 



Printed by James BaUantyne and Co, 



TALES OF MY LANDLORD, 

COLLECTED AND ARRANGED 
BT 

JEDEDIAH CLEISHBOTHAM, 

SCHOOLMASTEB AND FABISH-CLBAK OF OAKDBRCLEaOH. 



Hear, Land o* Cakes and britfaer Soots, 
Fiae Maideoknk to Jimny Groats*, 
If there's a hole in a* your coats, 

I xede ye tent it, ' 
A chiel*s amang you takin* notes. 
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Waft ever y/amuk in thn. tumMur woo0k}*^ 
Was ever woman id this iiuinour won ?-— 
ftl have her,—- — 

Mchotd 4ke Tkird. 

} 

« 

T w£LV£ immtiis bad past anray siAce the 
Master of Ravenswood's departore for the 
oonttaenti and, aithoi^ his tttttra to Scot-^ 
kad bad beto expeeted«m a much cAioitenr 
sfMice, 3^ the a€&irs of his missioifi or, aic« 
cordii^ to » ftfeTddkig: report, othen of s| 
nature p^rabnai to lumadf, stiU detained 
bim Bbfo^i. In the iiieaatii»e,t heal eced 
atafte oi' a^r&mrSir \¥Sllmai Ashton's fiim'- 
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ly nkay be gathered from the following con^ 
versation which took place betwixt Buck- 
law and his confidential bottle-companioQ 
and dependent^ the noted Captain Craigen- 
gelt 

They were seated on either side of the 
huge sepulchral-looking freestone chimney 
in the low hall at Girnington. A wood 
fire blazed merrily in the grate; a round 
oaken table, placed between them, support- 
ed a stoup of excellent claret, two rammer 
glasses, and other good cheer; and yet^ 
with all these appliances and means to 
booty the countenance of the patron was 
dubious, doubtful, and unsatisfied, while 
the invention oi his dependent was taxed 
to the utmost, to parry what he most dread- 
ed, a fit, as he called it, of .the sulleos on 
the part of his protector. After a long 
pause, only interrupted by the devil's ta« 
too, which Bucklaw kept beating against 
the hearth with the toe of his boot, Craig- 
engelt at last ventured to break silence. 
^ M»y I be double distanced,'' said he, ^ if 

8 
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ever I saw a man in my life have less the 
air of a bridegroom ! Cut me out of feather^ 
if you have not more the look of a man eoo* 
damned to be hanged'* 
• '< My kind thanks for the complimentt" 
replied Bucklaw; '* but I suppose you think 
upon the predicament in which you your* 
self are most likely to be placed ;-^and 
pray. Captain Craigengelt, if it please your 
worship, why should I look merry, when 
Tm sad, and devilish sad too ?" 

<^ And that's what vexes me,'* said Craig- 
engelt. '^ Here is this match, the best in the 
whole country, and which you were so 
anxious about, is on the point of being 
concluded, and you are as sulky as a bear 
thafs lost its whelps." 

<* I do not know,** answered the laird, 
doggedly, ** whether I should conclude it or 
not, if it was not that I am too far forwards 
to leap back." 

. ^* Leap back I" exclaimed Craigengelt, 
with a well-assumed air of astonishment, 
** that wonld be playing the back-game with 



^ 



ft mtnessf Leap back ! Why, is not the gitl's 

ftrtune^- 

*^ The young lady's, if you please," said 
Haystone, interrupting kirn. 

'* Well, well, no disrespect itieant — ^ill 
Miss Ashton*s tocher not weigh against any 
in Lothian ?" 

" Granted,* answered Bucklaw ; « but I 
care not a penny jfor her tocher, I have 
enough of my own.* 

« And the mother, that loves you like 
her own child T* 

** Better than some of her children, I 
believe,'* said Bucklaw, *« or there would! 
be little love wared on the matter." 

'* And Colonel Sliplto Douglas Ashton,. 
who desires the match above ^11 earthly 
things ?*^ 

«• Because,'* said Bucklaw, «^ he expects 

to carry the county of through my 

interest." 

<« And the father, who Is as keen to see 
the match concluded, as ever I have been 
to win a main ?•' 
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f< Ajpe," ^tid fiuoklaiiv;» itt the liMne ^t- 
paraging manfitr^. *' it lieb with Sir Wfl. 
Iktn's ^ky teiietiute the hext best niatds» 
«ifK^e he cannot innrtiilr hi» child tawte the 
; greitt Havens wood ettote, which PaiifBinciit 
are.ahout to wrench out of hts tJatehesv" 

*^ Wh*t«fty you to the ymmg lady her- 
' $eU?'^ aatd Graigfl^eit ; ^^ the fiMiit . ^oimg 
. utnnat) in aU Scatlai[K], on^ that you used to 
be so fond of when ahe wai; crosfl^ and now 
ahe consents to have you^ and gives up her 
efigagetneot iviifa Raveaswood^ yotl Ate 
for jibbing«^I intist say^ ihs d4vjA*$ in ye, 
wb^i ye neither know; what ytHt would 
haire^ nor what you ^o«ild want/^ 

V 1*U tell yon my leaning m a .woffd^** 
amweted Buekbtr, getting up add wiUking 
through the room ; ^ I Wailt to know whfct 
the devil is the caime of Mtss A^htoA's 
cbangalig'her mind so suddenly/* 
' ** And vebsit need yoti care/^ said Cfaig- 
engeit^ ^ skoe the change is in ;foiir fa- 
vour?^ 

«* Iir tell joo ;iirlut it i^," returned jbis pa. 
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troDi ^ I Qever knew much of that sort of 
fine ladies, and Tbelieve they may be as ca- 
, pricioi» as the devil ; but there is something 
in Miss Ashton's change, a devilish deal 
too sudden, and too serious for a mere 
flisk of her own. TU be bound Lady Asik^ 
ton understands every machine for break- 
iz^ in the human mind, and there are as 
many as there are cannim*bits, martingals, 
and cavessons for young colts.'" 

<< And if that were not the case,** said 
Craigengelt, ^* how the devil should "we ever 
get tiiiem into training at all ?** 

« And that^s tnie too,** said Bueklaw^ 
suspending his march through the dining- 
room, apd leaning upon the back of a 
chair.—-'* And besides, here's Ravenswood 
in the way still ; do you think he'll give up 
Lucy's engagement ?** 

«« To be sure he will," aaaswered Craigen- 
gelt; ^ what good can it do him to refuse, 
since he wishes to marry another woman, 
and she another man ?" 

<< And you bdieve seriously,'* said Buck- 



law, ** that he is going to marry the foreigit 
lady we heard of f" 

<* You heard yourself," asawefed Cratg* 
etigelt, ^< what Captain WesMiho said abimt 
it, and the ^eat preparation made for their 
blythsome bridal." 

<< Captain Westenho," replied BucUaw^ 
<* has rather too much of your own cast 
iabout him, Craigy, to make what Sir Wil- 
liam would call a <* famous witness,^' He 
drinks deep, plays deep^ swears deep, and 
I suspect can lie and cheat a little into the 
bargain. Useful qualities, Craigy, if kept 
in their proper sphere, but which have a 
•little too much of the ireebooter to make a 
figure in a court of evidence." . 

^ M Well then," said Craigengelt, "will you 
believe Colonel Douglas Ashton, who heard 
the Marquis oP A . . - . say in a public circle, 
but not aware that he was within ear- shot, 
that his kinsman had made a better arrange- 
ment for himself than to give his. father's 
land for thc^ pale*eheeked daughter of a 

Ad 
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broken* down £u»tic> and that Buckkw wat 
welcome to the wearing of Raveoswood'i 
shaughled shoes^" 

^ Did he say so, by heavens* if' oried 
BocklaWy bfeaking out into one of ikoae 
incontroulaUe fits of passion to which he 
was coDstkutioaaUy sab^ct,— ^< i£ J had 
heard him, I would have tore the tongue 
out of his throat before all his peata aflld 
miniohs^and Highbsd bullies inta the bar- ' 
gain. Why did not Asbton rup him tbrougb 
the body ?'' 

«< Capote me if I knovr,'^ said the Cap« 
tain. ^^ He deserved it sure enough, but 
he is an old man, and a minister of states 
and there would be more risk than credit 
in meddling with him. You had more 
meed to think of makiag up to^ Miss Lucy 
Ashton the disgrace that's like to fall upon 
her, tluin of interfering widi a maa too oht 
to %ht9 and on too high a stool for yoilf 
hand ta reach him." 

^^ It skali reach him Aovghoae dagr^^ 
said Bucklaw, '^ and his kinsman Ravens- 
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wood to boot In the mean time, TU take 
care Miss Ashton receives no discredit for 
the slight they have put upon her/ It's an 
awkward job^ however^ and I wish it was 
ended ; I scarce know hcrw to talk to her, 
-^but fill a bumper^ Craigy, and well drink 
her healths It groww kle^ a»d fk night- 
cowl of ^6<axiiUtthi i¥mth M t6e coosi 
dering caps in Europe-*' 



12 . TAUBI Oy MV I«AMDUMt]l< 



'> 



II. 



It WM tlw co|»jr oToor confeieiioa 
fabedsbesl^DOIyforiBy uigiogU; ^ 

At board she fed not, foir 119 ui^ging it ; 
Alone^ It was the sulijecl of my theme ; 
In ooi]iiNui}r» I often glanced at it. 

The next morning saw Bucklaw, and ht$ 

faithful Achates,Craigengelt»atRaven8woad 
Castle. They weremost courteously received 
by the knight and bis lady^ as well as by their 
son and heir, Colonel Ashton. After a good 
deal of stammering and blushing,-7-tbr Bock- 
law, notwithstanding his audacity in other 
Blatters, had all the sheepish hashfulness 
common to those who have lived little io 
respectable society,— *he contrived at length 
to explain his wish to be admitted to a coii» 
ference with Miss Ashton upon the subject 



Xas Munm ot LAiaammioon. 18 

of their i^praaching union. Sir WiUiam 
and his son looked at Lady Ashton, who 
replied with the greatest composure, ^ that 
Lucy would wait upon Mr Haystone di- 
rectly. I hope»" she added with a smiley 
^ that as Lucy is very young, and has been 
lately trepanned into an engagement, a£ 
which she is now heartily ashamed, our 
dear Bucklaw will excuse her wish, that I 
should be present at their interview ?^ > 

^ In truth, my dear lady," said Bucklaw, 
^ it is the very thing that I would have 
desired on my own account ; . for I .have 
been so little accustomed to what is called 
gallantly, that 1 shall certainly fall into 
some cursed mistake, unless I have the ad- 
vantage of your ladyship as an interpreter*'' 

It was thus that Buckliaw, in the pertur- 
bation of his embarrassment upon this critic 
eal occasion, forgot the just apprehensions 
he had entertaiAed of Lady Ashton'a over- 
bearing ascendancy over her daughter^i 
mind, and lost an opportunity of ascertain* 
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iog» by his owa invcst^aittoBv tbe retk state 
of Luc3r'8 ftelingsi 

The other gentieaien left the r«cHa# aifi 
;» a olMrk tiine^ Ijh}j Aflbttffr, ibUo^tfd by 
bear dai^bter^ entered tb« ai|iji«ttnent, Stre 
appeared^ as h^ had seen her on fcmxier oe- 
casioDS^ rather omnpMed than agitoidd; 
but a nicer judge t&aii he ccmlA mvt(S& 
ha3re determined^ whether her calmima 
was that of de«pHur» of of indiffttenee. 
Backlaw was toe* much agitated by bis own 
feeMngs minatefy to scratifiise those of the 
lady. He stammered cmt aB aqeoilaected 
address^ confoimdiiai^ logeMief the two or 
three topics to which st tfelated,^ and stopt 
short before he broaghc it to any regular 
ccnnckistoiu Miss Ashtoo listeaedv or hiols^ 
ed as if idle listeoed, but returned Mt a 
(ttngle word in aMwer, coatimaiig to fij^ 
her eyes on a snaaU pssce of Cfmbroiddi^ 
#» whieh^ as^if by ioetittct or babitybeir 
fingers were busily emptoyed. Lady Asb^ 
toa eat at some (fistaneev almost sereexiest 
from notice by the deep embrasure of the 
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viisdow in which ske^ bad plated bet diain 
From this she whispered ia sk toa^ o^f foicei 
which) though soft acud sweet» bad soiMf 
tbing ia il 4^ adm^attion^ if aot cwawpaadi 
.^« JLucjii my dear, rea9fmties-<«4wve jidii 
beard what Bucklaw has be(^ wy'vo^i^ 

The id^a of her laotber'a fremrice M«nied 
to have slipped firoaa tbe^ ivihapi^jf gj^h' f^ 
ccAlectiofi. She atartedi deeped be* Mi)dU% 
and repeated hastily, apd ,alou)st in the 
same breath, the contradietory «aswe<i^ 
^* Yes, madain«^!£o, my lady--^ beg par^- 
don-^I d«| not hear.'* 

<< You need noJL blasb> my l^ve^ and stitt 
less meed you look so^ pale and frigbtenedki'^ 
said Lady Asbton, ooyo^g ^onward ;. " w# 
know tliat maidens^ eais must be alow in set 
ceiving a gentleaa^an's language % bu4 y^u 
must x^member Mr Haystp^a Sftabs im^ ^ 
suli^ecti on which yoH have loogsinoe^agneod 
to^ give him a favsoiarable bMring^ Yoi^ 
know hcMv mucb youf &tbeir a»d I havflr 
our hearta set upon, m e vaot at 4wuri'ite«''^ 
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In Lady Ashton's vmce, a tone of im« 
pressive^ and even stern inuendo was se- 
dulously and skilfully concealed, under an 
appearance of the most afiectionate mater* 
nal tendemei^ The manner was for Biidc* 
]sWy who was easily enough imposed upon | 
the matter of the exhortation was for the 
terrified Lucy» who well knew how to ini 
terpret her mother's hints, however skilMly 
their real purport might be veiled from go* 
neral observation. 

Miss Ashtan sat upright in her chair, 
cast round her a glance, in which fear 
was mingled with a still wilder expression, 
bat remained perfectly silent Bucklawg 
who had in the mean time paced the room 
to and fro, uatil he had recovered his 
composure, now stopped within two or 
three yards of her chair, and broke out 
as foUows :— **^ I believe I have been a 
d«^-<l fool. Miss Ashton} I have tried 
to speak to you as people teH me young 
ladies Uce. to be talked to, and 1 dont 
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timik you compiahend what I have been 
aajring; and no wonder. Sow d««-4i neif I 
understand it myself ! But» however, onca 
ibr all, andin Inroad Scot^, your fatliiur and 
mot^r Uke wluit is proposed^ and if you 
can take a plain young feUow for your hus>i 
band, who will never cross you in any 
tbii^ you have a mind to, I will plaee you 
at the head of the best estaUisfament in the 
three Lothians ; you shall have Lady Gtr- 
nington's lodging in the Canongate of £din« 
burgh, go where you please^ do; what you 
piease, and see what you please, and that's 
fair. Only I must have a con^r at the 
board end for a worthier old play-fellow of 
mine, whose company J would rather .want 
than have, if it were not that the d^--d 
fellow has persuaded me that I can't do 
without him ; and so I hope yoai wcoa't ex^* 
^pt against Craigy, although it. m%bt be 
easy to &id mudi better company." 

<^Now, out upon you, Bucklaw," smd 
Xady Ashton, again t&teqpoiing,—»^i how 



/ 
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<Mk yiMi ttMok Lucy ci» have any iafbfee* 
tion to tlMii( bluat, booeat, . good-oaturtd 
creature, CafUin Craigsnj^lti'* 

^ Wby^ mariam," replied fiucklaw, ^Us to 
Cmigy%miQemy, botiesty^asid good-oalurcb 
tkey are, I believe^ pretty aMieb opdaA puc 
*^ut that's oeitfaer here nor th^r^^^tUe 
fellow knoura my waytv aad ba$ got meftil 
to me, and I caaoot wt& do without bio^ 
as I said bafogrfe* But all thas is Qotliing to 
the povpose ; for, since I have oui^tered up 
courage to nudce a plaiu proposal, I would 
fain hear Miss Ashton, £rom her orwa iip% 
giveme a. plain answt^r*' . 

^ My dear Backiaw," said Lady ibhtod» 
^ let me spare Lucy's bashfufaams* I fdtt 
you, in her presence, that she has already 
consented to be guided by ber father and 
me in this matter— -Luoy, my lorey" ahe 
added, with that singular combination of 
suavity of trnie aitd pointed eneigy wbicii 
we have already noticed*^** Lucy, my dear- 
est love I speak &a yourself, is it not as I 



/ . say?" 
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Her vtctim answered ki a toemulous and 
heliow voJct*~^ I hwe prooaised t^ qHmj 
you, — but upon one condition." 

'« She fiican^/* said Lady Asi^tont turn- 
ing to Bucklaw, « she expects an answer 
to tbe demand which she has made upoA 
the man- at Vienna, or Rati&boni or Paris,-^ 
Or where is he-~tb€ reatituiion of the €a« 
gsgetnent in which he bad the art to itH 
volve hen You will not, I am sure, my 
dear friend, thiak ik Is wrong that alM 
sboukl fed fendi deUcdoy upon this heady 
indeed, tfe eocrcerns us aJK" > 

^ Perfectly rigfat^^qutte fair,*' said Baek^ 
law^ half Ivummtngv half speakiag tbo end 
isS the old soug<^ 

' It it best to be off wi' tbs old bi«» 
B^ore you be on wi' tbo ^ew/ 

* • • . • ^ 

«< But I thought," said he» pauaic^, ^ ycxx 
might. have had an answer siK,tuEea told 
ftofloi Bayenswood. D-^u »e if I have 
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not a mind to go and fetch one myself, if 
Miss Ashton will honour me with the com- 
mission." 

•* By no means,** said Lady Ashton, ** we 
have had the utmost difficulty of prevent- 
ing Douglas, (for whom it would be more 
proper,) from taking so rash a step ; and do 
you think we could permit you, my good 
friend, almost equally dear to us, tp go to 
a desperate man upon an errand so despe- 
rate ? In fact, all the friends of the family 
are of opinion, and my dear Lucy herself 
ought so to think, that, as this unworthy 
person has returned no answer to her letter, 
silence must on this, as in other cases, be 
held to give consent, and a contract must 
be supposed to be given up, when the par- 
ty waives insisting upon it. Sir William, 
who should know best, is clear upon this 
snisgect ; and therefore, my dear Lucy"— 
' *^ Madam," said Lucy, with unwonted 
toergy, " urge me no farther— -if this uii- 
happy engagement be restored, I have al- 
ready said you shall dispose of me as you 
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^iU — ^titt then I should commit a heavy sin 
in the sight of God and man» in doing what 
you require." 

" << But, ny love, if this man remains ob- 
stinately sileDt'*^— 

~ ** He wiH nM be silenty*^ answered Lucy ; 
'^ it is six weeks since I sent him a double 
of my former letter by a sure hand/' 

«« You have not— you could not— yott 
durst not,'' said Lady Ashton, with violence 
inconsistent with the tone she had intended 
to assume ; but, instantly correcting her* 
self, ^^ my dearest Lucy," said she, in her 
sweetest tone of exportulation, << how could 
you think of such a thing ?" 

^* No matter," said Bucklaw ; <* I respect 
Miss Ashton for her sentimentlH and I only 
wish' I had been her messenger myselfl" 

*^ And pray how long. Miss Ashton," 
iiaid h» mother ironically, ^ are we to wait 
the return of your Pacolet— your fairy mes- 
senger—since our humble couriers of flesh 
and Uoo^ could not be trusted in this mat^ 
ter ?" 



flS TMM. or MT LAK]U«»i:b 

<< I have numbered weeks, days^ hours, 
and miButeSy" said Miss AaJbtQn } ^ withiq 
another week I shall have an answer, i^oUsa 
he is dead. Till that time, sir," s^jie said,> ad«- 
dressing Bucklaw, <^ let in^ be thus far be* 
hplden to. yuiu that you will bi^ my mo* 
ther to forbear me upon this subject" 

<* I will make it my particular entreatji 
to Lady Ashton," said Bucklaw ; <^ by. my 
honour^ madam, I res^^eot your feelingsi 
and although the prosecutiou of thi$ a£^r 
be rendered dearer to me t^an ever^y^ as 
I am. a gentleman, J would i:eoopace it^ 
were it so urged as. to give you, a moment's 

" Mr Hayston, I think, cannot af pre* 
hend tha^^ said Lady Asbtoo^ looking, paie 
with anger,. ^* when the daughte];'s bappir 
n^ss lies in the bosom i)£ the motti^r. Let 
me ask yojj^ Miss A^hton^ in wba^ lerma 
your last letter was c;ou«hed.?" . 

« Exactly in the same,, madam," aoswei:«. 
ed Lucy, « )vbicb.yQu dictated on a for mar 



occasion." 



T:^^ 1W1>E #9 LAMMERinXMU SIS 

' ^ Wh«ifi eight dilys^ haw ehpted tlien," 
said her mother, resuming her tonci «f imu 
deroeeS) «^ we ahaU h#pe^ my deaitat lore, 
tfetft yoa wtfl eod tfaia-ra^pmse**' 

«^ Miss Aslktdfi imuk hot be.huiriedy m** 
dM>,^* ll9J4- Ba^Waw, whoaa Uimtiiess of 
feeHng did not by a»y nutans arite from 
irant of good-nature — ^< messengers m$y' 
he i^opoed or «lebiyed» I ha»e knovn a 
daylft jouvmny broke by the castiog off a 
fe »eah o o ■ S tay, let vas see my ealeadM-^ 
the SOti^ day firom tins ia St Jode^, and 
the day> before i must be at Cavectoo £dge 
to see 1|ie malefa between the Laird of Kit 
tlegirth^s black maroi and JohmtoA t&e 
mei^mongeic^ feur^year cdd cok jbut t can 
ride sM m^l^ or Ceaigy qaa bring me wond 
hew the mat;d» goe»; ^^sd I hope^ in the 
mean time, is I shaft not tB9iysel€ dialrcm 
M^ Ashton^ll^tb any fwtfltti iiopQOtlintty, 
that your lacly^hip yotirself,<aiid Sir Wiliiami 
and Cdonel Doogfaa^'wilt have the goodf 
ness to aMow her umot^rruf^tal tifl^e £91 
making up her miadi.'* 
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Sir," said Mist Ashtoi^ ^< you ane ge* 
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^ As for thst» madftm/' amwered Back* 
lawt *^ 1 only {Hretai^ to be a plain fpood* 
humoured young fettow, a^ I said beforer 
^o will wittingly make ybu happy if yoa 
will permit hini» and shew him how to do 



so/^ 



Having said this^ he sakited her with 
more emotion than was consistent with ;his 
usual train of feeling, and took his leave; 
Lady Ashton, as she accompaniedhitn out of 
the apartment^ assuring him^ that her dau^» 
ter did full justice to the sincerity of hif 
attachment, and reqtiestiag- hiiil Xq see Sii^ 
William before his departure; ^< since/' M^ 
she said, with a glance reverting towards 
Lucy, <^ against St Jude^s day, we^ust all 
be ready to s^ a$ud se(d.^ 

*• To sign and seal I'' efchoed Lucy in a' 
muttering tone, as the door of the apart* 
ment closed*-.^' To sign and seaU:-to do 
and die !" and clasping her extenuated hands 
together, she sunk back on the easy chair 
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aher ooeufied, is m itete retenriiliiig stu- 
por. 

f fiMa tins tke wu dmctly after mwakened 
b}^ 4he bo&tecioo» entrf ef har brother 
Hteiy, who dMBOrocMly reoi^ed her of % 
prottiise'to give him two yards of caroatkMi 
ribbon to make koots to his new garters. 
With the most patient composnre Lucy 
iHTose, aiid^ openii^ a little ivory-cabinet^ 
wngbt out tbe ribbon the lad waotedt mea- 
mitedit acouratdft wk> it off into proper 
Iepgths» and knotted it into the &ahion bit 
btyiih whim required* 
. 1* DtonatAut the oabioetyet/' said Henry^ 
^for I must have sosM of your silver-wire 
t9 fasten the bsdls to my hawk's jesses^ and 
yet the new falcon's not worth thrai nei- 
ther ; fiir do you kuow» after ail die plsgue 
we had to get ber from lih eyery, all the 
way at Potso, io Mannor Water, she's going 
|o prove, after, all, nothing better' than a 
fifler->-««he just i«ets her singles in the blood 
of tbe partridge^ and then: breaks away, 
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* 

and lets her fly ; and whut good en the 
poor bird do after that, you know, except 
pine and die in. the first heatJnaveow or 
whin^bnsh she can crasvl intoT" 
. <f Ri^hi, Henry.--^igfat, very right, aaid 
l^cy, moumfiiUy, holding the boy fiist by 
the hand, after she had given him the wire 
that he wanted ; << but there are more riflers 
in the world than your falcon, and more 
wounded birds that seek but to die in qui^ 
than can iSnd neither brake nor whin-bush 
to hide their beads in.'' ^ , 

« Ah I that's some ^ech out of your toi 
mances," said the boy ; '^ and Shoko says 
diey have turned your head ; but I besot 
Ncnrmtti whistling to the hawk^«--I muafc go 
fasten on tte j eases." 

And he scampered away widi the thought* 
less gaiety of boyhood, leaving his sister to 
the bitterness of her own reflections. 

«« It is decreed," she i^aid, " that every li- 
ving aeature, even those who owe me most 
kindness, ase to shun me, and leave me to 
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those by whom I am beset* It is just it 
should be thus— «lone and uncounselledy I 
involved myself in these perils— alone and 
uneounselled, I must extricate myself or 
die.* 
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CHAPTER III. 



what dolh enioe 



But moody and dull mebncfaol j, 
Kinimian to grim, and comfortless despair, i 
And at her heels a huge in&ctioas troop 
Of pale distemperataica and foes to life. 

Cbmedfy of Errors^ 

As tome vindicatioii of the ease with 
which Bucklaw, ^who otherwise^ as he term- 
ed himself was really a very good-humoured 
fellow,) resigned his judgment to the ma-^ 
nagement of Lady Ashton, while paying 
his addresses to her daughter, the reader 
must call to mind the strict domestic dis- 
cipline, which, at this period, was exercised 
over the females of a Scottish family. 
The manners of the country in this, as in 
any other respects, coincided with those 
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cf France before the revolution. Young wo- 
men of the higher nnks seldom mingled in 
society until after marriage^ and, both in 
)»w and facty were held to be under the 
strict tutelage of their parents, who were 
too apt to enforce the views for their settle* 
ment in life, without paying any regard to 
the inclination of the parties chitefiy inte» 
rested. On such occasions, the suitor ex* 
pected little more from his bride than a si* 
lent acquiescence in the witt of her parents; 
and as'/ew opportunities of acquaintance, 
far less of intimacy, occurred, he made his 

choice by the outside, as the lovers in the 

• . • • . • ' 

Merchant of Venice select the casket, con- 
tented to trust to chance the issue of the 
lottery, in which he had hazarded a venture^ 
It was not therefore surprising, such 
being the general manners of the age, that 
Mr Hayston of Bucklaw, whom dissipated 
habits had detached from good society, 
should not attend particularly to those feel- 
ings in his elected bride, to which many 
men. of more sentiment, experience, and 
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s^ection^ would^ in kfl ij^babilityf have 
faieen equgUy inH^SmMHu He ktteW wliat 
all aocouQted the prkiisipal points that h» 
pweiits and ftiandt, Miiiely» vrei e deddod^ 
in bi9 &vour» and thai 'there eaiiated ;U09t 
power&l reasoBS for iaeur pneditectioii. 

IiVtrutbi the oonduet oitiieMuqm of 
A » sinpe Bavensrwood's defartttre^ httl 
beect such as almost to bar the posstbiti^ 
(^ his kinsman^s ui^ioB with JMfsy AsbtMk 
The Marqais was Ravenswood'ti suioere^ 
but mij^udging friend i or rathei^ likemftay 
friends and patrons, he consulted what he 
considered to be his relation's true inter^t^ 
although he knew that in dx^ng so he riifi 
counter to his inclinatioBs. ^ 

The Marquis drove on, thereioref wkfet 
the plenitude c^ ministerial authority, an 
appeal in the Scottish Parliament against 
those judgments of the courts of l2^w» by 
which Sir William became possessed of 
Ravenswood's hereditary property. As 
this measure was enforced with all the an:- 
thority of power, it was exclaimed against 






by tbe pic^iriierftH^n tlieioppoAtd side^ a9 aa 
iitfiefibr#no#wilh tbecifU judioatiireDfthe 
omata^^ eq&Miif »e9r» ai^bitrary> and tyraa* 
akal Aad if tttbusiaffected even strangers 
ocniiificted iralb theio ,oidy by p<riitieal par^ 
ty, titiirf fatf gii€B9edMdiattfae Aahton fami- 
ly tbemaeltei <aid^ and; tbougbt under so 
cn^as It dispeB8atto& fijr Wifiiam» still mere 
iretldly-ixliiided tbaa he was timid, wais 
reduced to deapaif b^ the loss by which 
he waa threatened; His sou's haughtier 
spiril was exalted into rage, at the idtia 
oi. being deprived of his expected patri^ 
ttiony. But to Lady. Ashton's yet mor% 
\iBdiGtive temper, l^e conduct of IU» 
i^nswood, QT rather of his patron» appear* 
ed to be an offiraoe tshallen^ng the deep^ 
est and most imoMrtal revenge* ' Even 
the quiet bx^ confiding temper of Lucy 
hm'selfy swayed by the opiniras express^^ 
ed by all ar oundv hifr,/ oould not bat con<- 
sider the.condnet of RaveQswiood as pre^^ 
aipitate, and : event: iuiklnd« '^ It was my. 
father^'^ she xsepeated ; with 21 stgbi << wha 



^eloomed bim to this t>Itfee, and encocira. 
ged, or at least allow^; the intimacy be« 
tmeen w. Stiould he not have remember^ 
ed ihkt and requited it with at legist some 
moderate degree of procrastinatimi in the 
assertion <rf*his own aU^ged rights? I would 
have forfeited for him double tUe value of 
these lands, which he pursues with an ar- 
dour that shows he has forgotten how mudi 
I am implicated in the matter.^' 

Lucy, however, could only murmur thew 
things to herself, unwilling to increase the 
pr^ttdices against her lover entertained by 
all aroutfd her, who exclaimed against the 
steps pursued on his account, as illegal, 
vexatious, and tyrannical, resembling the 
worst measures in the worst times of the 
worst Stuarts. As a natural consequence, 
every means was resorted to, and evciy 
argument urged, to induce her to break off 
her engagement with Ravenswopd, a» bb^ 
ing scandalous, shameful, and ainfui, form- 
ed with the mortal enemy of her family^' 
and calculated to add Inttemesa to tiie dis« 
tress of her parents. 
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Lucy's spirit^ howeTcr, waa Ingh } and ftl- 
though unaided and alone, she oould haf?e 
borne much — she could have endured the re- 
pihings of her fatber<*-*his murmurs against 
what he called the tjmtnnical usage of tke 
Tutii^ party-— *bis ceaaeless charges of ingra- 
titude against IUirenawood<— his endless 
I|pcture9 on^ the various me^s by which 
contracts- may be voided and annulled— his 
quotations from the civil, the municipal, 
and the canon law—and his prelectiona. 
upon file patria pate9ta8* 

3he might have borae al30 in patjence, 
or repelled with scorn, the bitter taunts 
and occasional violence of her brother Co- 
lonel Ashton, and the iqppertinent and in- 
trusive interference of other friends and 
relations. But it was beyond her power 
elfectually to withstand or elude the con» 
stant and unceasing persecution of Ladjr* 
Ashton, who, laying every other wish aside, 
bad bent the whole efforts of her powerful 
mind to break her daughter's contract with 
Ravenswood, and tp^j^ce a^pej*petual bar. 
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, betwaen the lover s^ by Meeting Lucy's Obi- 
on Hffiih Buckkw. Far more deeply skilled 
than her hodMiid in the receasee of the hu^ 
man heart, she was awar^ that in this way 
she might strike a blow of iieep and deai- 
»ve vao^^eanee upoi!! one, whom sl^eesteem- 
ed as her itiortal enemy ; nor did she Imi- 
tate at raising ber arm, although she -kn^w 
ihtbt^be wound must bededt through the 
bosom of her daughter. With tbiB stern 
and fixed purpose, she sounded every depth 
and shallow of her daughter^ so^l* assu? 
med alternatel;^ every disguise of manner 
whieh eould serve her purpose^ and pre- 
pared at leisure every species of dire n»^ 
chinery, by which the human mind can be 
wren ehed from its settled purpose^ Some 
of these were of an obvioi^ deserif^ottif 
and require only to be cursorily mention^ 
ed } others were «baracteristic of the time, 
the country, and the persons engaged ia 
this si ngular drama. 

It was of the last cotiseqtienoe^ that all 
intercourse betwixt the lovers should be 
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Stopped* Jiiid» by iiot of gold and aud^ori* 
typ Lady Aahton contiived to possess her<* 
self of such a complete cooimaad of all who 
were placed around her daughter, that, ia 
£10(9 no lei^ered fortress was ever more 
coppletely blockaded ; while, at the same 
tiBie» to all outward appearaxioe. Miss Ash* 
ton lay under no restriction. The verge 
of her pacentB' domains became, in respect^ 
to her, like the viewless and enchant- 
ed toe .drawn around a iairy cs&tle, where 
nothing unpermitted can either enter from 
withoult or escape from within* Thus 
evei^ letter, in which Ravenswo6d con* 
v^ed to Lucy A^ton the icKlispensable 
reasons which . detained him abroad, and 
more ^an one note wl)ich poor Lucy bad 
addressed tq him through what she thought 
a secure channel, fell into the hands of bet 
mother^ It could not be» but what the to* 
nor oi the^e intercepted letters, especially 
those of Ravenswood, should contain some^* 
thhsg to irritate the passions, and fortify 
the^ obrtiMcyi of her.iiito wh^se hands th^ 
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^ ; but Lady Asbton^s pasMOfis weref ted 
deep-rooted to require tbi&fi^esh food; ^fi^ 
borat tbe papers as regularly as i^e peru* 
sed; them ; and as they coBsumed ialo va^ 
pour* and tinder, regarded tb!em vfiUti a 
smile upon b^r compressed lips, and an ex» 
idtation in her steady ^e, which shewed 
hjer confidence that die hopes of the wri- 
ters should soon be rendered equally un«. 
substantial. 

It usually happens that fortune aids the 
machinations of those who are prompt t^ 
avail themselves of every chance that ofr 
fersi A report was wafted from the conti- 
nent, founded, like others of the same sorfe^ 
upon many plausible cireumstances, bvft 
without any real basis, stating the Master 
of Ravenswood to be on the eve of mar* 
riage with a foreign lady of fortune and 
distinction. This was greedily caught up 
by both the political parties, who were at 
once struggling for power and 'for popular 
favour, and who seized, as usual, upon the 
most private circumstances in the Uves of 
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' ... 

eMh^othcr'ft fMulizans to eonveft them intd 
iubjecis of political discUBsion. 
. The Marquis of A gave his opinion 
aJouAflnd publicly) not indeed in the coarse 
tercBS ascribed to him by Captain Oaigeft- 
gelt^' but in a manlier sufficiently offensive 
t0 the Ashtons. *• He thought the report,"* 
be^ saidi *< highly ptobable, and heartily 
wished it might be true. Such a imatcK 
was fitter and far more creditable for a spi- 
rited youf^ fellow, than a marriu^ with 
the daughter of an old whig lawyer^ whoee 
chicanery had so nearly ruined bis father/' 
' The oth^ party, <rf course, laying out of 
niewlhe i^pcksition which the Master of 
Bavenswood received 'from j^iss Ashtoin's 
fomily, cried shame upon his ficklenera 
and perfidy, as if he had seduced the 
ywing lady into an engagement, and wil- 
fully and causelessly abandoned her for an* 
Dther* 

- Sufficiei^t care was taken that this report 
should find ite way to Ravenswockl Castle 
through every variooS' chaiinel, Lady Asb« 

10 
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ton beiog well aware» that iheyery rdte- 
ration of the same rumour from so many 
quarters could not but give it a semblance 
of truth. By some it was told as a ^ecia 
of ordinary new$i by some communieated 
as serious intell^ence; now it was whia* 
pered to Lucy Ashtonis ear in the tone ef 
n^lignant pleasantry, and now tmnfit&itted 
to her as a matter of grave and seriotia 
Warning. 

Even the boy Henry was made the in- 
strument of adding to his sister's torments. 
One morning he rushed into the room widi 
a willow branch in his hand^ which he told 
her had arrived that instant from Germany 
£9r her special wearing. Lucy^ as we have 
seen, waft remarkably fond of her youngei^ 
brother, and at that moment his wantoD 
afid thoughtless unkindness seemed mwo 
keenly injurious than ev^i the studied in- 
sults of her elder brother. Her grief, howm 
ever, had no shade of resentment $ she fold- 
ed her arms about the boy's necK, and say- 
ing ^intly^ ^< Pom: Henry ! you apeak but 
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^hat they Ufi y-ou^" she burst into a flood 
of unrestrained teaiSi^ The boy was moTed, 
aotwithstandiiig the thought^ssoess of hk 
age aad character* '' The devil take me^'* 
said he» ^ Lucy, if I fetch you any more of 
these tormenting messages again ; for I like 
fi» better/' said he^ kissing away the tears* 
*^ than iho whole pack of them } and you 
shall have my grey poney to ride on» and 
you shall canter him if you like, i^e, .and 
ride beyond the viUage too. if you have a 
mind." 

«' Who t<rfd you/*, said Lucy, "that L 
am not permitted to ride where i please,?^ 

** That's a secret," said the- boy j "but 
you will find you can never ride beyond, 
the village but yoyf horse will cast ashoe^- 
or fall lame, ox the cattle bell wiJU ring^ or. 
something will happen to bring you back* , 
Bat if I teU you more of these things, Dou-^ . 
^ glas will not get me the pair of coloucs. 
they, have promised me, and so good mor* 
row to you." 
This dialogue plunged Lucy in still deep!- . 



er dejection, as it tended to shew her pbin^ 
ly, what ishe had for some time suspecteil; 
that' she was littl6 better than* a prisoner at 
large in her father's house. We htire de» 
3cribed her ih the outset of bur story as of 
a roitiantic disposition^ delighting in tales 
of love and wonder, and readily identifytn^g^ 
herself with the situation of those legenda-. 
ry heroines, with whose adventures, for 
want of better reading, her memory had 
become stocked. The fairy wand, witlr 
which in her solitude she had delighted to 
raise visions of enchantment, became now 
the rod of a magician, the bond slave of* 
evil genii, servitig only to invoke spectres 
at which the exorcist trembled* She felt, 
herself the object of suspicion, of scorn, 
of dislike at least, if not of hatred, to her^ 
own family; and ^ it seemed to her that 
she was abandoned by the very person on - 

* % 

whose account she was exposed to the en- 
niity of all around her. Indeed the evi- 
dence of Ravenswood's infidelity began 
%o assume every day a more determined 
character. 
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A soldier of fortune of the name of 
Westenho, an old familiar of Craigengelf i^ 
dianced to arrive from abroad about this 
time/ The worthy Captain^ though with 
oAt any precise communication with' Lady 
Ashton, always acted most regularly and 
sedulously in support of her plans, and 
easily prevailed upon bis friend, by dint of 
exaggeration of real circumstances, and 
eoinitig of others, to give Explicit testimo^- 
ny to the truth of Ravens wood's approach^ 
ihg marriage. 

* Thus beset; on all hands, and in a manner 
iteduced to despair, Lucy's temper gave 
^ay under the pressure of constaint afflic- 
tion and persecution; She became gloomy 
and abstracted, and. Contrary to her natu« 
ral and ordinary habit of mind, sometimes 
turned with spirit and even fierceness on 
those by whom she was long and close- 
ly annoyed. Her health also began to be 
shaken, and her hectic cheek and wander* 
ing eye gave symptoms of what is called a 
fever upon the spirits. In most mothers 
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this would have moved compassion^ but 
Lady Ariiton, compact and finn of purpose, 
saw these waverings of health aad intellect 
wiitih no greater sympathy than Ihit with 
whidh'the hostile engineer regards tbt 
towers of a beleaguered city as they reel 
liAder the discharge of his artxUery, or ra- 
ther she considered tibese starts and ine- 
qualities of temper as symptoms of Lucy's 
expiring resolution ; aa the aiq^ler, by th« 
throws and convulsive: exertions of the fish 
which he has hooked, becomes aware that he 
soon will be able to land him* To accelerate 
the catastrophe in the present case* Lady 
Ashton had recourse to an expedient very 
consistent with the temper and credulity 
of those times» but which the reader will 
probably pronounce truly diabolicaL 
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CHAPTER IV. 

^ In which a witph did dwell^ In loathly w«ed% . . 
And wilful want, all cardeis of her needs; 
So cbttUBg Bolifary to abides* 
Far ffont all neighboaii, that her ileviliih daeda 
' And helHsh arts frpm people she might bide» 
And hurt far off, unknown, whomever she envied.*' 

Fairy QfiHtu 

» V • « * - J 

'The health of Lucy Ashton aooq re* 
qtrired the assistance of a person more skaU« 
ed Ib the office bf a sick nuriae than the f<^ 
male domeltics of Uie &mily. Ailsie Goiu>> 
lay, sometimes called the Wise Woman of 
Bowden, was the person whom^ for her 
own strong reasons, Lady Ashton selected 
as an attendant upon her daughter. 

This woman had acquired a considerable 
reputation among the ignorant by the pre- 
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tended cures whieh she per^rmed, 
ly in an^camest as the Scotch call them, or 
mysterious diseases which baffle the regu- 
lar physician. Her pharmacopeia consisted 
^partly of herbs selected in planetary haurs,. 
partly of words, signs, and charms, which 
sometimes, perhaps, produced a favourable 
influence upon the imagination of her pa- 
tients. Such was the avowed profession of 
Lucky Gourlay, which, as may well be sup- 
posed, was looked upon with a suspicious 
eye, not only by her neighbours, but even 
by the clergy of the district. In private, 
however, she traded more deeply in the 
occult sciences; for, notwithstanding the 
dreadful punishments inflicted* upon the 
supposed crime of witchcraft^ there wanted 
not those who, steeled by want and bitter^ 
ness of spirit, were willing to adopt the 
hat^l and dangerous character, for the 
sake of the influence which its terrors en- 
abled them to exercise in the vicinity, and 
t^e wretched emolument which they could. 
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extract by the jHractice of their supposed 
art. 

Ailsie Gourlay was not indeed fool enough 
to acknowledge a compact with the Evil 
One, which would have been a swift and 
ready road to the stake and tar-barrel. Her * 
fairy, she said, like Caliban's^ was a harmless 
fairy. Nevertheless, she ** spaed fortunes/* 
read dreumSt composed philtres, discover- 
ed stolen goods, and made gnd dissolved . 
matches as soccessfuUy as if, according to 
the belief of the whole neighl)ourhood^ she 
had been aided in these arts by Beelxebnb 
himself. The worst of the pretenders to 
these sciences was, that they were generally 
persons who, feeling themselves odioHs to , 
humanity, were careless of what they did to 
deserve the public hatred. Real crimes 
were oflen comma^ted under pretence of 
magical imposture ^ and it somewhat re- 
lieyes the disgust with which we read, in 
the .crifflinal records, the conviction of 
th^se wretches, to be aw^re that many of 
them. merit, as poisoners^ fi»ibQi;iiers, and 
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cKabolical agents in secret domestic crimes^ 
the severe fate to which they were con- 
demned for the imaginarj guilt of witeh« 
craft* 

Such was Ailsey Qouriay, whom; in or 
der to attain the absolute subjugation of 
Lucy Ashton's mindi her mother thought 
it fitting to place near ha* person* A wo- 
man of less consequence than Lady Ajsh- 
ton had not dared to take such a step; 
but her high rank and strength of charac- 
ter set her above the censure of the world, 
and she was allowed to have selected for 
her daughter's attendant the best and most 
experienced sick nurse^^and mediciner** in 
the neighbourhoodi where an inferior per- 
son would have fallen under the reproach 
of calliog in the assistance of a partner* tad 
ally of the great enemy of mankind. 

The beldame caught her due readily and 
by inuendo^ without giving Lady -AslltoQ 
the pain of distinct explanation^ She was 
in many respects qualified fbr ihe put 
she played, which indeed could not l>e 
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«£oiently aisatwd without some know* 
ledge of the human heart and passions* 
Dame Gourlay perceived that Lucy shud^ 
dered at Her external appearancCi which we 
have akeady described upon her appearance 
in the death- chamber of bUod Alice.} and 
while* internally she hated the poor girl for 
the involuntary horror with which she per« 
edved she was^ regarded, i^e commenced 
ber operations by endeavouring to e£&ce or 
overcome thoseprejudiceswhichinhef heart 
she respited as mortal offences. This was 
oasily dmci for the hag's externdl ugHoess 
was soon balanced by a show pf kindnefi 
aiid int^est, to. which JUiey had of late been 
IMe accQStomed; her attentive sendees 
and real skill gained her the esi*, if not tbe 
oonfidence, of her patient ; and under pM« 
tenoe of diverting the scditude of a sick 
room, she soon led her attention captive 1^ 
the legrads in which she was well skiUtd^ 
and to winch Lucy's habits of reading a&d 
reflection induced h^ to ^ lend «n attea* 
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ttve ear.** Dame Gourlay*8 talea were at 
first of a mild and interesting character-— 

0£fkjB that nighdj dance iipon the wold. 
And loTers doomed to wander and to weep, 
^ And Gaades high, where widted wizaaidt keep 
Their captive thralls. * ' 

Gradually^ however, they assumed a dark^. 

tod more mysterjous character^ and be^ 

Game ^uch as» told by the midnight; lamp, 

tod enforced by the tremulous tone,- the 

^ivefing and livid lip, the uplifted skii^^y 

fore*finger» and the shaking head x>f the 

ugly blue-eyed hag, might have appaUe^a 

less credulous imagination, in an age mopre 

hard of belief. The old Sycorax saw h» 

acNantage, and gradually narrowed her ma^ 

gtc circle around the devoted victiioa chi 

whose ispirit she practised. Her legends 

be^ to relate to tUe fortunes of the Ra* 

¥Mfeim3idd family,, whose ancient grandeur 

and poiftentous authority, credulity bad 

gi«eed with io many superstitious attii- 



v* 



THB BRIDE OJT JUHICBAMOOIU 4d 

butes. The stoiy of the fatal fountain was 
narrated at fall length, and with formidable 
addittoo^ by the ancient sybiL The pro* 
phecjr,. quoted by Caleb, eonceming the 
dead l^^idet who was to be won by the last 
ef the Ravenawoodi^ had its own mysteri- 
ous commrotary ; and the singular circiim« 
stance of the apparition, seen by tlie Mas« 
tef of Ravenswood in the forest, having 
partly transpired through his hasty enqui* 
ries in the cotti^e of old Alice, formed a 
theme for many exaggerations. 

Lucy might have demised these tale% if 
ttiQr had 1)een related concerning anotlier 
family, or if her own situatian faad been 
less de9pondent. But circumstanced as she 
was, the idea that an evil f||te hung over 
her attachment, became predominant ovw 
her other feelings, and the gloom of super* 
stition darkened a mind, already ^ufficknt* 
ly weakened by sorrow, distresSj, uncertain* 
ty, and an oppressive sense of desertion 
and desolation. Stories were told by her 
attendant so closely reseml^'ng her own in 
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their circumstances^ that she was graduaUy 
led to converse upon such tragic and mys- 
tical subjects with the beldame, and to re- 
i)Ose a sort of confidence in the sybil, whom 
she still regarded with involuntary shud- 
dering. Dame Gourlay knew how to avail 
herself of this imperfect confidence. She 
directed Lucy's thoughts to the means of 
enquiring into futurity, — the surest mode, 
perhaps, of shaking the understanding and 
destroying the spirits. Omens were ex- 
pounded, dreams were interpreted, and 
other tricks of jugglery perhaps resorted 
to, by which the pretended adepts of the 
period deceived and fascinated their delu* 
ded followers. I find it mentioned in the 
articles of dittay against Ailsie Gourlay, 
(-*-~-fdr it is somie comfort to think that 
t^ old hag was tried, condemned, and 
burned on the top of North- Berwick-Law, 
by sentence of a commission from the 

Privy Council) 1 find, I say, it was 

charged against her, among other oflfences^ 
that she had, by the aid and ^elusions of 
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SataDi shewn to a young person of quality, 
in a mirror glass, a gentleman then abroad, 
to whom the said young person was be- 
trothed, and who appeared in the vision to 
be in the act of bestowing his hand upon 
another lady. But this and some other 
parts of the record appeared to have been 
studiously left imperfect in names and 
dates, probably out of regard to the ho- 
nour of the families concerned. If Dame 
Gourlay was able actually to play off such , 
a piece of jugglery, it is clear she must 
have had better assistance to practise the 
deception, than her own skill or funds 
could supply. 'Meanwhile this mysterious 
visionary traffic had its usual efi^t, in un- 
settling Miss Ashton's mind. Her temper 
became unequal, her Health decayed daily, 
her manners grew moping, melancholy, and 
uncertain. Her father, guessing partly at 
the cause of these appearances, and exert- 
ing a degree of authority unusual with him, 
Tinade a point of banishing Dame Oourlay 
from the castle ; but the arrow was shot. 
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and was nnkUog barbi^deep-iii the side of 
the wounded deer. . 

It was sborUy atker the departure of thia 
womaot tbat Lu^y Ashtopyf urged by her 
p^renta»aniuNinaed to thein» with a vivadty 
by whu;h tbiey were startled, **tbat^«he 
w^ conscious heaven and earth and hell 
had set themselves against her union with 
Raventwood ; still her contract" she said, 
** was a binding^contract, asd^ sl^ neither 
would nor could resign it without the oon- 
sent pf Ravenswood* Let me be assured^'' 
(die concluded, ^* that he will free me fr^om 
my engagement, and dispose of me as you 
please, I caie qot bow. When t|ie diamonds 
are gone, yA$t signifiea the casket?' 

The tone ^f obstiMcy with whieh this 
wat said, her ^es flashing with ufinatiHral 
l%ht, and her hands firmly denehed, pr»* 
dtided the^ possibiliiy of diqppite i end the 
atmost length which Xady Ashton's . i^rt 
jcould attain, only got her the privilege of 
dictating the letter, by whi^ her daughter 
required to know of Ravenswood whether 
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ht intended to' abide by, of* to suitender^ 
what she termed, *< their unfortunate enl« 
gagement.** Of this advantage Lady Ash- 
tdfi so far and so ingeniously availed her- 
xV, that, according to the wording of the 
letter, the reader wjould have supposed 
Lucy was calling upon her lover tt> re- 
nounce a contract which was contrary to 
the interests and inclinations of both. Not 
trusting even to this point of deception, 
Lady Ashton finally determined- to sup^ 
press the letter altogether^, is hopes that 
Lucy ^s impatience w6uld induce her to 
condemn Rnvenswood unheard and in ab- 
sence. In this she was disappointed* The 
time, indeed,^-lfiid long elapsed, when an 
urnwer should have beiti received froAi the 
eobttnent. The faint ray of hope wMeh 
alXl glimmered in Lucy's mind, was well 
nigh exttngiilibed. But the idea nev^rlbr- 
S0ok her, that lier letter might not have 
been duly forwarded. One of her mother^s 
new machinations unexpectedly furnished 
her with the means of ascertaining what 
she most desired to know. 
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The female agent of hell having be^ 
dismissed from the castle. Lady Ashton^ 
who wrought by ail var^ty of means, re- 
solved to employ, for working the saoie mid 
on Lucy's mind, an agent of a very diflferr 
ent character. This was no other than ik^ 
Reverend Mr Bide«the-bent, a presbyterian 
,dergyman, of the very strictest order and 
most rigid principles, whose aid she caUed 
in upon the principle <^ the tyrant in the 
tragedy r^— 

*^ 111 have a prieat shall preach her fixnn her filthy ^ 
* And make it sin not to renounce that vow, 
Wh^i I'd have Inroken : — *^ 

But Lady Ashton was mistaken In the 
agent she had selected. Hiti prejudiees, in- 
deed, were easily enlisted on her side, and 
it .was no difficult matter to make him r^ 
gaid^with hixrror the prospect of a union 
betwixt the daughta:* of a God-£iariog, pro^ 
fessing, and presbyterian* family qf distinc* 
tion, with the heir of a hiood*thirsty pre* 
latist and persecutor, the hand* of whose 
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&th€r3 ha4 beeyo dyed to the wrists in the 
blood of Gpd's saints. This resembled, ia 
the divine's opinion, the union of a Moa- 
bitish stranger with a daughter of Zion. 

But with all the more severe prejudices 

t " • 

and principles of his sect, Bide-the-bent 
possessed a sound judgment, and had learnt 
sympathy even in that very school of per- 
secution, whc^re tlie heart is so frequent- 
ly hardened. In a private interview with 
^iss Ashtpn, he was deeply moved \>y her 
distress, and cpuld not but admit the jus- 
^ce of her reque3t to be peripitted a direct 
COfumunication ^ with Ravenswood, upon 
the subject of their solemn contract. When 
§bifi urged to him the great uncertainty un« 
der which she laboured, whether her let- 
ter had been ever forwarded, the old man 
piM;e4 the room with long dteps, shook h|s 
grey head, rested repeatedly for a space 
on his ivQry-headed staff, and after muqh 
hesitation,, confessed that he thought, her 
dmibtd to reasol^able^ that he would him*^ 
lelf aid in th§ reaftyval of thepo. 
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" I cannot but opine, Mm I^icy," he 
said, « that your worshipful l^dy mother 
hath in this matter an eagerness, whtU^ 
although it ariseth doubtleas from love to 
your best interests here and heregften-^ 
for the man is of persecuting Mood, and 
Iiimself a persecutor, a cavalier or malig* 
nam, and a scofier, who bath no inherits 
ahce in Jesse,— nevertheless we are com- 
nianded to do justice unto all, and to fiili 
fil our bond and convenant, as well to 
the stranger, as to him who is in brother* 
hood with us. Wherefore myself, even- 1 
myself, will be aiding unto the ddiverj 
of your letter to the man Edgar Ravens^ 
wood, trusting that the iisue thereof maj 
be your deliverance from the nets ia 
which he hath sinfully engaged you^ And 
that I may do in this neither more nor 
less than hath been warranted by your ho- 
nourable parents, I pray you to tramscribe, 
withdqt increment or subtractioo, the IM- 
ter formerly expeded under the dictation 
of your right honourable mother i and I 
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sliall put it into such sure course of be- 
ing delivered! that if, hotioueed young ma* 
ilam, you shall receire no answer,* it will 
%e necessary that you conclude that the 
man meaneth in silence to abandon that 
liatighty contract^ which,, perad venture, he 
may be unwilling directly to restore.** 

Lucy eagerly embraced the expedient 
6f the worthy divine. A new letter was 
wrtttenin the precise terms of the former, 
and consigned by Mr Bide-the-bent to the 
charge of Saunders Moonshine, a zealous 
didef of the church when on shore, and 
^lifen oii board his brig, as bold a smuggler 
as ever ran out a sliding bowsprit to the 
winds that blow betwixt Campvere and the 
east coast of Scotland. At the recommen- 
dation of his pastor, Saunders readily un- 
dertook that the letter should be securely 
conveyed to the Master of Ravenswood at 
thfe court where he now resided. 

This retrospect became necessary to ex- 
plain the conference betwixt Miss Ashton,^ 
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her mother, and Bucklaw, which we have 
detailed in a preceding chapter. 

Lucy was now like the sailor, whO| w.hile 
drifting through a tempestuous ocean, clings 
for safety to a single plank, his powers of 
grasping it becoming every moment more 
feeble, and the deep darkness of the night 
only chequered by the flashes of lightning, 
hissing as they show the white tops of 
the billowy, in which he is soon to bQ en- 
gulphed* 

Week crept away after week, and day 

^fter day. St Jude's day arrived, the last 

and protracted term to which Lucy had 

limited herself, and there was neither 1^- 

^er nor news of Ravenswood. 
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CHAPTER V. 

How fair these names, bow much unlike tfaey loolk 
To fli the blurred subscriptions in my book ! 
The bridegroom's letters stand in row above. 
Tapering, yet straight, like pinte-trees in his grate ; 
While free and fine the bride's appear bek>w, 
As light and slender as her jessamines grow. 

Crabbb. 

St Jubb's day came, the term assigned 
by Lucy herself as the furthest date of 
Expectation, and, as we have already said, 
diere were neither letters from, nor news 
of; Kavehswood. Biit there were news of 
JSucklaw, and of his trusty associate Craig, 
engelt, who arrived early in the morning for 
the completion of the proposed espousals, 
and for signing the necessary deeds. 

These had been carefully prepared un- 
der the revisal of Sir William Ashton hicti- 
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self* it having been resolved^ on account of 
the state of Miss Ashton's heatth^ as it was 
saidy that nmie save the parties imflsediatc* 
ly interested should be present when the. 
parchments were subscribed. It was fur- 
ther determined, that the marriage should 
be solemnized upon the fourth day after 
signing the articles, a measure adopted 
by Lady Ashton^ in ocder that l^icy might 
have as litUe time as possible lo recede, or 
relapse rnto iotractabiKty. There was no 
appearance,^ however^ of her doing either. 
iShe heard the proposed arrangement with 
the calm indifference of d'espair, or rather 
^ith an apathy arising firom the oppressed, 
and stupified state of her feelings. To an 
eye so unobservlng as that of JBucklaw, hei; 
demeanour had little more of reluctance 
than might suit the character of a bashful 
young lady, who, however^ he could not 
disguise from himsel4 was compl^'ing with, 
the choice of her friends^ rather than exer^ 
cising. any personal picedileotion in his fa- 
vour. 
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When the noraiiig conii^ments of th^ 
bfidegrMiiKi had been paid^ Mii» Ashtoil 
was Idl fi» some time to hersdf } hec mo« 
tber femarkkig^ t^at the deeds must bt 
^g&td before the hoar of iioon> in ordef 
that the marriage in%ht be happy; 

Xucy suffered herself to be drest for the 
occasion, as the taste of her attenda&ts sug« 
gested, asd was of course splendidly array- 
edi Her dress was composed of white satin 
and Brtissels lacCt and her hair arrtoged 
with a profusion of jewels^ whose lustre 
made a strai^e contraM to the deadly pale* 
n0S8 of her complexion, and to the trouble 
which dwelt in her unsettled eye. 

Her toilette was hardly finished, ert 
Henry appeared to eonduct the passive 
btide to the siate apartment, where all was 
prepared for signing the contract. *^ Do you 
know, sister,'' he said, ^< I am glad you are 
to have fiucklaw after all, instead of Ra- 
venswood, who looked like a Spanish gran- 
dee come to cut our throats, and tpamt^ 
our bodies under foot* And I am glad the 
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broad seas are between us this day, for I 
diall never forget how frightened I was 
when I took him for the picture of old Sir 
Malise walked out of the canvass. Tell 
me true, are you not glad to be fairly shot 
of him?'? 

' << Ask me no questions, Henry/' said his 
unfortunate sister; << there is little more 
can happen to make me either glad or 
jtorry in this world*^' 

^ And that's what all yoiing brides say,** 
taid Henry ; << and so do not be cast down, 
Lucy, for you^ll tell another tale a twelve- 
month lience~-and I am to be bride'isHsiui, 
and ride before you to the kirk, and all our 
kith, kin, and allies, and all Bucklaw's, are 
to be mounted and in order — and I am to 
have a scarlet laced coat, and la feathered 
hat, and a^word-belt, double bordered with 
gold, atid point d^espagne^ and a dagg^ in- 
stead of a sword j and I should like a sword 
much better, but Douglas won't hear of it 
All my things, and a hundred besides, are 
to come out from Edinbuigh to-night with 
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idld Gilbert, and the suinpter mules— aad I 
will bring them, and ^ow them to yoa the 
instant they come.'* 

. The boy's chi^tter wa3 here interrupted 
J^y the arrival of Lady Ashtbn, somewhat 
alarmed at her daughter's stay. With one 
p£ her sweetest smiles, she took Lucy's 
arm under her own, and led her to the 
apartment where her presence was expect- 
.ed. 

There were only present. Sir William Asb- 
jton, and Colonel Douglas Ashton, the last in 
fb]! regimentals — Bucklaw in bridegroom 
trim— Craigengelt freshly equipt from top 
to toe by *tfae bounty of his patron, and be- 
dizened with as much laCe as might have 
become the dress of the Copper Captain, 
together with the Rev.^ Mr Bide-the*bent ; 
the presence of a minister: being, in st;rict 
prei^yterian families, an indispensable re- 
quisite upon all occasions of unusual so^ 
lemnity. 

Wines and refr^hments were placed cm 
a table, on which the writings were display- 
ed» ready for signature. 
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'Bat befiire proceeding either to buniHuA 
or refiethment, Mr Kde^the-beat, at a ^f^. 
nal from Sir William Ashton, invited the 
company to join him in a shwt extempo^ 
my prayer^ in which he implored a bkMw 
ing upon the contract now to be sotera[^ 
mzed between the honourable parties then 
inrewnt. With the simplicity of hb ttSMs 
and profession, which peftnitted strong 
personal allusions, he petitioned, that the 
wounded mind of one of these noble parties 
might be healed, in reward of her com- 
pliance with the advice of her right ho- 
iMurable parents ^ and that, as she had 
proved faeiself a child after GDd's com^ 
mandment, by honouttag her father and 
mother, she and her's might enjoy tife 
promised blessing— ^length of days in the 
land here, and a happy portion hereafta 
in^ a better country. He prayed fiiitlKfri 
that the bridegroom might be 'wealheif 
from those follies which seduce youth from 
the path of knowledge; that he might cease^ 
to take delight in vain and unprofitable 
company, scoffers, rioters, and those who 
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fit late at the vine, (here Bucklaw 
to Craigeiigek)» and ceaie from the 8ociet;|r 
that caaseth to etu A suitable supplica- 
tion in behalf of Sir William and Lady 
Ajsbton, and their family^ concluded this 
religious address^ which thus embraced 
evpry individual present, excepting Craig* 
^t^elty whom the worthy divine probabfy 
considered as past all hofies of grace* 

The busings of the day now went for« 
ward ; Sir William Ashton signed the con* 
tract with legal solemnity and precision } 
his son, with military lum-chakmce; and 
Bucklaw, having subscribed as rapidty aa 
Craigengelt could turn the leaves, ooncli»» 
ded by wiping his pen on that worthy's new 
laced cravat. 

It was now Miss Ashten^s turn to sign 
the writings, «nd she was guided by her 
watchftd mother to tlie table for that pur- 
pose« At her first attempt, she began to 
write with a dry pen, and when the cir« 
cumstance was pomted out, seemed unabtef 
after several attempts^ to dip it in the mas> 
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Bive silver ink-standish^ which stood full 
before her. Lady Ashton's vigilance hast- 
ened to supply the deficiency. I have my- 
self seen the fatal deed, and in the distinct 
characters in which the name of Lucy 
Ashton is traced on each page, there is on- 
ly a very slight tremulous irregularity, in- 
dicative of her state of mind at the time of 
the subscription. But the last signature is 
incomplete, defaced, and blotted ; for while 
her hand was employed in tracing it, the 
hasty tramp of a horse was heard at the 
gate, succeeded by a step in the outer gaU 
lery, and a voice, which, in a commanding 
tone, bore down the opposition of the me- 
Dials. The pen dropped from Lucy's fingers, 
as she exclaimed with a faint shriek — ^^ He 

4 m 

is come— he is come !'* 
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This by hts tongue should be a Montague I 

Fetch me my rapier, boj ; 

Now, by the faith and honour of tny kin^ 

To strike him dead I hold It not a 610. 

« 

Romeo and Juiirt^ 

Hardly had Miss Ashton dropped the 
pen^ when the door of the apartment flew 
open, and the Master of Ravenswood eiu 
tered the apartment* 

Lockhard and another domestic, who had 
in vain attempted to oppose his passage 
through the gallery or anti-^cbamber, were 
seen .standing on the threshold transfixed 
with surprise, Which was Instantly commu^ 
nicated to the whole party ui the state-room^ 
That of Colonel Douglas^ Ashton was min- 
gled with resen talent; that of Bucklaw, 
wUJi haughty and ^affected indifieraiae j 
the r^t^ even Lady Ashton herself* shew- 
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ed sfgm of fear, and Lucy seemed petrified 
to stone by this unexpected apparition. 
Apparition it might well be termed, for 
Ravenswood had more the appearance of 
one returned from the dead, than of a living 
visitor. 

He planted himself full in the middle of 
the apartment, opposite to the table at 
which Lucy was seated, on whom, as if she 
had been alone in the chamber, he bent 
his eyes with a mingled expression of deep 
gritfand deliberate indignation. His Hark- 
eoloured riding cloak, displaced from one 
shinilder, hung around one side of his per* 
SOB in the ample folds of the Spanish man- 
tle. The rest of his rich dress was travel- 
soil'd, and deranged by hard riding. He 
had a sword by his side, and pistols in his 
btlt. His slouched hat, which he had not 
removed at entrance, gave an additional 
gloonl to his dark features, which, wasted 
by 84MTOW, and marked by the ghastly look 
communicated by long illness, added to a 
oountenance naturally somewhat stern and 
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wild» a fierce and even savage expiearion# 
The matted and dishevelled leaks of hair 
which escaped from under hi^ k»t^ togeh 
ther with his fixed and unmoved posture^ 
made his head more resemUe that of a 
marble bust than of a living man. He said 
qot a single word» and there was a deep si- 
lence in the company for more than two 
minutes. 

It was broken by Lady Ashton^ w1h> in 
that space partly recovered het natural au<« 
dacity* She demanded to know the cause 
of this unauthorised intrusion* 

<< That is a questioo* madam^** s«d her 
son» <* which I have the best rigl^t to ask— • 
and I must requert of the Master of Ra^- 
venswood to follow mei where he can an- 
swer it at leisure." 

Bucklaw interposed^ sa/ing, ^< No man 
on earth should usurp Ins previous right tn^ 
demanding an explanation from the Mas- 
ter.— *Craigengelt,? he addbd, in an under 
tone, ^ d-^n ye, why do you stand stariog 
as ]|^ you saw a ghost ? fetch me my swwd 
from the gaftery/' 
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<< I will rdinquish to no man," said Co- 
lonel Ashton, << my right of calling to ac- 
count the man who has offered this unpa- 
ralleled affront to my family." 

<< Be patient, gentlemen," said Ravens- 
wood, turning sternly towards them, and 
waving his hand as if to impose silence on 
their altercation. << If you are as weaiy 
of your lives as lam, I will find time and 
I^ce to pledge mine against one or both ; 
at present I have no leisure for the dis- 
putes of triflers." 

«« Triflers!- echoed Colonel Ashton, 
half unsheathing his sword, while Bucklaw 
laid his^ hand on the hilt of that which 
Craigengelt had just reached him. 
. Sir William Ashton, alarmed for his son's 
safety, rushed between the young men and 
Ravens wood, exclaiming, «« My son, loom- 
aiand you*— Bucklaw, I entreat you«— keep 
the peace, in the name of the queen and of 
the law.'' 

« In the name of the law of God,** said 
Bide-the-bent, advancing also with uplifted 
hands between Bucklaw, the Colonel; and 
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the object of their resentment — ** In the 
name of Him who brought peace on earth, 
and good will to mankind, I implore— I 
beseech — I command you to forbear vio- 
lence towards each other. God hateth the 
blood-thirsty man — he who striketh with 
the sword, shall perish with the sword."* 

^ Do you take me for a dog, sir," said 
Cplonel Ashton, turning fiercely dpon hiin, 
*• or something more brutally stupid, to en- 
dure this insult in my father's house i — Let 
me go, Bucklaw ! He shall account to me, 
or, by heaven, I will stab him where he 
stands. ' 

<< You shall not touch him here,** said 
BucklaW'; " he once gave me my life, and 
were he th6 devil come to fly away with the 
whole house and generation, he shall have 
nothing but fair play." 

The passions of the two young men thus 
counteracting each other, gaveRavenswood 
leisure to exclaifn, in a stern and steady 
voice, *^ Silence !— -let him who really seeks 
danger, take the fitting time when it is 
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to be found; my mission here wUi be 
shortly accomplished.— Is Afd^ madam, 
your hand P* he added in a softer tone, ex- 
tending towards Miss Ashtoa her last let- 

ten 

A faulteriii^ •* Yes," seemed raiher to 
escape from her lips» than to be uttered as 
a voluntary answer, 

<< And is this also your band ?'' extending 
towards her the mutual engagement. 

Lucy remained silent. Terror, a|id a 
yet stronger and more confused feeling, jio 
utterly disturbed her understanding, that 
she probably scarcely comprehended tbe. 
question ti^t was put to hen 

^* If you design,^' said Sir WiflSam Ash- 
ton, <^ to found any legal daim on tiiat ^ 
paper, sir, do not expect to receive an^^ 
answer to an exb:a-judicial question.'* 

<< Sir William Ashton,'' said Ravenswood^ 
<< I pray you, and all who hear me, that.^ 
you will not mistake my purpose* If thia 
young lady, of her own free-will, desires the . 
restoration of this contract, as her letter 
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would seem to iniply— there is' not a wi« 
tfaered leaf which this autumn wind strews 
oft the heath, that is more valueless ia 
my eyen. But I must and will hear the 
truth from her own mouth— without this 
satis^tion I will not leave this spot. Mur* 
der me by numbers you possibly may ; but 
I am an armed man— I am a desperate man^ 
-—and I will not die without ample ven- 
geance* This is my resolution, take it as 
you may. I will hear her determina- 
tion from her own mouth ; from her own 
mouth, alone, and without witnesses, will I 
hear it. Now chuse," he said, drawing his 
sword with the right hand, and, with the 
lefV, by the same motion taking a pistol 
from his belt and cocking it, but turning 
the point of one weapon and the muzzle of 
the other to the ground, — *• Chuse if yoii 
will have this hall floated with blood, or if 
you will grant me the decisive interview 

4 

with my affianced bride, which the laws of 
God and the country alike entitle me to 
demand.'' 
VOL. in. 
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All recoiled at the sound of his voice, 
and the determined action by which it was 
accompanied ; for the ecstasy of real despe- 
ration seldom fails to overpower the less 
energetic passions by which it may be oppo- 
sed. The clergyman was the first to speak. 
*« In the name of God,** be said, «* receive 
^n overture of peace from the meanest o. 
his servants. What this honourable per- 
son demands, albeit it is urged with over 
violence, hath yet in it something of reason. 
Let him hear from Miss Lucy's own lips 
that she hath dutifully acceded to the .will 
of her parents, and repenteth her of her co- 
venant with him ; and when he is assured of 
this, he will depart in peace unto his own 
dwelling, aild cumber us no more. Alas! 
the workings of the ancient Adam are 
strong even in the regenerate— surely we 
should have long suffering with those who, 
being yet in the gall of bitterness and boiid 
of iniquity, are swept forward by the un- 
coil troulable current of worldly passion. 
Let then the Master of Ravenswood have 
the interview on which he insisteth ; it can 
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but be as a passing pang to this honourable 
maiden, since her faith is now irrevocably 
pledged to the choice of her parents. Let 
it, I say, be thus z it belongeth to my func< 
tions to entreat your honours' comphance 
with this healing overture*" 

•* Never," answered Lady Ashton, whose 
age had now overcome her iirst surprise 
and terror — " never shall this man speak 
in private with my daughter, the affianced 
bride of another. Pass from this room 
who will, I remain here: I fear neither his 
violence iior his. weapons, though some," 
she s^id, glancing a look towards Colonel 
Ashton, " who bear my name, appeafr more 
moved by them." 

*« For God's sake, madam," answered the 
iWOrthy divine, " add not fuel to firebrands. 
The Master of Ravens wood cannot, I am 
sure^ otgeci to your presence, the young 
lady's^state of health bemg considered, and 
your maternal duty. I myself wiU? also 
tarry^ peradventure my grey hairs may turn 
away wrath," 
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'u Yoa are welcome to do so, sir,** said 
Bavenswood ; ^ and Lady Ashton is also 
welcome to lemain, if she shall think pfo- 
.per ; but let all others dqpart." 

*< Rav^MWOod/' said Colonel Ashton, 
crossing him as he went out, **yoa dball 
account for this ere long." 

<« When you please," replied Ravei» 
wood. 

*« But I,** said Bucfclaw^ with a half 
smile, ^< have a prior demand on your ki- 
sure^ a claim of some standing.'* 

«< Arrange it as you will," said Ravens- 
wood ; <* leave me but this day in peace, 
and I ittill have no dearer employment on 
earth, to-morrow, than to give you all the 
satisfaction you can de»re." 

The other gentlemen left the iqpartment ; 
but Sir William. Ashton Ungered. 

«< Master of Ravenawood," he said„ in a 
conciliating tone, ^ I think I have not de- 
served that you should make tbk scandal 
and outrage in my family. If you will 
sheathe your sword, and retire with me into 
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my study, I will prove to you« by the most 
satisfactory arguiiient$» the inutility of yoi» 
preseat irregular procedure——" 

. *^ To-morrow, sir— to*inorrow— to>mor- 
row» I will hear yob at iength," reiterated 
Kavenswood, interrupting him ; <* this day 
hath its own sacred and indispensable busi? 
Bess.** 

He pointed to the door, and Sir William 
left the apartment 

Ravenswood sheathed his sword, uncock- 
ed and returned his pistol to his .belt, walked 
ddiberately to the door of the apartment, 
which be bolted— returned, raised his hat 
ficom bis ibrebead, imd, gazing lipon Lucy 
with eyes in which an expression of sorrow 
overcame ihtii late fierceness, spread his 
dishevelled locks back from his face, and 
said, ^^ Do you know me. Miss Ashton ? — 
I am stHI Edgar Ravenswood." She wa3 
silent } and he went on, with increasing 
vehemence«»-'« I am still that Edgar Ra- 
venswood, who, for your a£^tion, renoun- 
ced the dear ties b^ which injured ho- 
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nour bound him to seek vengeance. I am 
that Ravenswood, who, for your sake, for-- 
gave, nay, cktsped hands i^ friendship with 
the oppressor and pillager of his hou^e — 
the traducer and murderer of his father." 

** My daughter/* answered Lady Ash- 
ton, interrupting him, ** has no occasion to 
dispute the identity of your person ; the 
venom of your present language is sufficient 
to remind her, that she speaks with the 
mortal enemy of her father." 

*' I pray you to be patient, madam,** an^ 
swered Ravenswood ; ** my answer must 
come from her own lips.— 'Once more. Mist 
Lucy Ashton, I am that RavenswocHi - to 
whom you granted the solemn engagement, 
which you now desire to retristct and can- 
cel/* 

• Lucy's bloodless lips could only faulter 
out the words, " It was my mother.** 

" She speaks truly,'* said Lady Ashton ; 
^< it was I, who, authorised alike by the 
liiws of God and man, advised her, and con- 
curred with her, to set aside an uiihappy 
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and precipitate engageiitienty and to annul 
it by the authority of Scripture itself.** 

«* Scripture !'* said Ravenswood, scorn- 
fully. 

** Let him hear the text,** said Lady 
Anhton, appealing to the divinci ** on 
which you yourself, with cautious reluc- 
tance, declared the nullity of the pretended 
engagement insisted upon by this violent 
man." 

The clergyman took his clasped Bible from 
his pocket, and read the following words : 
^' If a woman vow a vow unto the Lord, and 
hind hersdfhy a hond^ being in her fathers 
home in her youths and her father hear her 
vow and her bond, wherewith she hath hound 
her soul, and her father shaU hold hispeaee 
at her^ then aU her vow shaU stand.'^ 

** And was it not even so with us J^ • in- 
terrupted Ravenswood. 

" Controul thy impatience, young man," 
answered the divine, *' and hear what foI« 
lows in the sacred text : — * But if her fa- 
Aer disallow her in the day that he heareth. 
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not (mjf of her vows, nor ^herbondi, where* 
with d^ kafh bannd her Mui^ shaB stand. 
Ani thf J^rd shaUforgice her, ieeoMse her 
Jather disaUawed her* " 

^* And was not," said Lady Ashton, 
iercely and triumphantly breaking in»-^ 
*^ waf not oar's the case stated in holy 
writ ?*^Will this person deny, that the in* 
stant her parents heard of the vow, or bond, 
by which our daughter had bound her soul, 
we disallowed the same in the most express 
terms, and informed him by writing of our 
determination ?' 

** And is this all ?*• s^id Bayeqswood^ 
locdiingat Lticy-*^ Are you willing to bar 
ter sworn faith, the e;Kfrcise'of free-will, and 
the feelinga of mutual auction,* to this 
wretched hypocritical sc^histry ?^ 

u Hear him I" said Lady Ashton, looking 
to the clergyman—- ^< hear the blasphemer !" 

*• May God forgive him/' said Bide- the- 
bent, << and enlighten his ignorance !" 

** Hear what I have sacrificed for you/' 
Ravenswood, still addressing Lucy, 
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^ ere you sanctioQ wluit hts been done in 
your name. The hmioar of an aneient 
family, the urgent advieeof my best friends^ 
have been in vain wed to 9way my reeolu* 
taon ; neither the argunente of reason, nor 
the portentB of superstition, haiFe sliaken 
tay fidelity. The very dead have arisen ta 
warn me, and their warning hm been do- 
ipiised* Are you prepared to pierce my 
heart £nr its fid^ty^ with the very weapon 
wfaic^ sy rash oonfidence entrusted tor 
your grasp if' 

^ Master of Rttreoswdod," said Lady^ 
AshtcMi, ^ yon have ashed what questions 
yon thought fiti You se^ the total incapa- 
city of ^my dangbier to answer you« But 
I will reply for hor^ aawl in a manner whiclv 
you cannot d»pnte. You desire to know 
whether Lucy Ashton, of her own firee^ Willi 
desire^ to annul the engagemeQt^inte^ which' 
Ae has been tr^paonedi Y^ou have befi let* 
ter under hor owu ban^ demanding the 
susErender of kj ond^ in yet moreJ\}U evi- 
dent of her purpose^ here is the 

d2 
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which she haft this morntng snbscribeci, itt 
presence of this reverend gentleman^ with 
Mr HaystOQ of Bucklaw/* 
. Ravenswood gazed opoii the deed» as i£ 
petrified. *' And it was without frai^ or 
compulsioni" said he, looking towards the 
clergyman, ^< that Miss Ashton jiubscribedt 
this parchment ?* 
<< I vouch it upcm my sacred character.^ 
<< This is, indeed, madam, an undeniable 
piece of evidence," said Ravenswood stern* 
ly ; " and it will be equally unnecessary 
and dishonoarable to waste another word 
in useless remondxance or reproach. There, 
madam," he said^ laying down before Lucy 
the; signed paper and the broken piece of 
goldr-" there are the evidences of your 
iSrst engagement'} may you be more faith- 
ful to that which you have just formed. I 
willtrouble you to return the correspond* 
ing tokens of: my iU^aced confideiK^e-^I 
ought rather to say of my ^regions foily.f^ 
•Lucy, returned the scornful glance of iiar 
lover with a. gaze, from which 
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seemed to have been banished ; yet she 
seemed partly to have understood his meant 
ing, for she raised .her hands as if to undo 
a blue rjbbon which she wore' around her 
neck. She was unable to accomplish h^r 
-purpose, but Lady Ashton cut the ribbon 
asunder, and detached the broken piecf 
of gold which Miss Ashton had till then 
worn concealed in her bosom ; the written 
counterpart of the lovers' engagement ^e 
for some time had h^ in her own posses- 
sion. With a haughty curtsey, she deliveri* 
ed both to Ravenswood, who was much 
softened when he took the^piece of gold. 
^ ** And she could wear it tbu^'' h^ said-i* 
speaking to himself— <^ could wear it in 
har very bosom--*could wear it next to her 
heart — even when^^^but complaititr avails 
not,'* he said, dashing from his eye the tear 
which ha4 gathered in it, aiid resumipgihe 
stem composure of his manner.^ Hejstrode 
to the chimney, and thre\^ into the fire the 
paper and piece of gold, stamping upon 
-the coals with the heel of his boot, as if to 
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insure their destarucfcioii. ^ I will be no 
longer/' he then ttid» ^ im intnider h»e— » 
Your evil wiaheit and your wwae cAceSj 
Lady Ashton^ I will only return^ by hoping 
these will be, your last machinations against 
your daughter's honour and bi^pineasb.---* 
And to you, madanit'' he said» addressing 
Luoy, ^< I have nothing ftrther to 8ay» ex* 
cept to pray to God that you may not be» 
eome a world^k wonder for this act of wik 
fui a6d deliberate peigury^^^-Having utter- 
ed these words^ he turned on his heel> and 
left the apartment 

Sir William Ashton^ by entreaty and aur 
Ihorityp had detained his son and Backlaw 
in -a distant part of the cmtlct m order to 
prevent their again meetiag with Ravens* 
wood ; but as the Master descended the 
great staircase, Loekhard delivered him a 
bUlet, ttgned Sholto Doug^ AshtoOt re* 
guesting to know where the Master of Ba- 
venswood would be heard of four or five 
days from hence, u the writer had buaU 
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Bess of weight to settle with hiniy so soon as 
tn important family event had taken plaoei 

«« Tell Colonel Ashton/' said RaTeni. 
wood» composedly, «* I shall be foaod at 
Wolf ^ €nig when b» leisure serves htm*" 

As he descended the outward stair which 
led from the terrace^ he was a. second timo 
interrupted by Craigengelt« who» on the 
part of his jnincipaU the Lakd of Buddmrt 
expressed a hc^, that Ravenawood woidd 
not leave Scolkiid within ten days at least, 
as he had both former and recent civdities 
for which to ciqpress his gratitude. 

'< Tell your master," said Ravetiswood 
fiercdy, ^ to chuse his own time. He wiB 
find me at Wolf's Crag, if his purpose is not 
forestalled.*' 

<' Mjf master T* replied Craigengelt, eoi- 
eouraged by seeing Colonel Aahton md 
Buoklaw at the tottom^ dF the terraQC^ 
f < give me leave to say, J know of no sueb 
persoaupon earth, nor .will I permit. 4u«h 
laagiiage to be used to Ae«"^ : . 

^ Seek your master, then, in hell !" ex- 
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eliimed Ravenswood, giving way to the 
passion he had hitherto restrained, and 
throwing Craigengelt from him with such 
nolence, that he roHed down the steps, and 
lay senseless at the foot of them^-^^ t^m 
a fix>}»" he instantly added, *^ to v^t my 
pas^on upon a caitiff so worthless.*' 

He then mounted his horse, which at bis 
amval he had secured to a ballustrade in 
front of the castle, rode very slowly past 
Bucklaw and Gohmel Ashton, iradsing his 
JMt as he past: each, and lodking in their 
faces steadily while be ofiered this mutt 
salutation, which was returned by both 
with the same stern gravity. Ravenswood 
wailked on with equal deliberation until 
he reached the head of the avenue, as if to 
shew that he rather courted than avoided 
iffterruption. When he had passed the up* 
fNtf gate, he turned his horse, and looked 
alt the castle with si fixed eye; then set spurs 
to hii good steed, and departed with tbe 
Fpeed of a demon disaligsei by the exormb. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

** Who comes from the bridal cbtmber f 

. * 

It is Azraely the angel or death. 

t • ♦ 

After the dreadful scene that bad taken 
place at the castle, l^ucy was tranaported 
to her own chamber, where she remained 
for spme time in a state, of absolute atupon 
Yet f^terwards, in the course of tfaie Qnsur 
^g day, a)ie seemed to have recovered^ 
not merely her spirits and resplution, bat 
a soft, of flighty levity, that was foreigit 
to her character and, situation^ and which 
was at times checquered by fits of deep «ir 
lenqe and mel^ncholyi and , of caprtoious 
pettishneseu Lady Ash ton became much 
alarm«4#.al^€aii8ttHed tbe.faorily pb^ai- 
iia^s^ Bujt. «« h^.pukftindicatodno cht«g(^ 
tbqrci^uld onl^yi^iisyiihas t^itiaease^i^ 
tlKi^piritoi^odrr^QOiWiiefided |;ciitl^ exie^cise 



S8 TAlM «F MT IMSHMMm^ 

and amusement Miss Ashton never allud- 
ed to what had passed in the state-room. 
It seemed doubtfub even if she was con- 
scious of 'it» fm she waa often observed to 
raise her hands to her neck, as if in search 
of the ribbon that had been taken from it, 
and mutter^ia surprise and discontent, when 
die could not find it, ^< It was the link that 
Itound iiM to life.** 

Notwithstanding all these remarkable 
lys^toms, JsAj Ashton was too deeply 
pledged, Co delay her daughter's mvriage 
even in lier pr^ient state of heahb. It 
cost her mnch trouble to keqp up tibe 
fair side of appearances towards Buck* 
law. She waa weU aware, that if he once 
saw any reluctance on her daughteif s^ put^ 
he would break off the treaty, to her 
great personal ahame and dishmiour. She 
therefom resolved, that, if Lucy conti* 
jiu^d pasMve, the marria^ rimi^Id tfiSce 
|>lace upon the day Ih^t haAbei^d^pfevidus- 
ly iixed, trusting that ^ ehaioge of piikrei of 
«tii«t(Qn,i aiMl of ohMftOt^ would operate 
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a more speedy and eflfecttial cure upon the 
unsettled spirits of her daughter^ than cwH 
be attained by the slow measures wHoh the 
medical men recommended. Sir Wiliiain 
Ashton's viewjs of family aggrandisement, 
and his desire to strengthen himself against 

the measures of the Marquis of A » 

readily induced him to acquiesce in what 
he could not have perhaps resisted if wil- 
ling to do . so. As for th^ young m^Oi 
Bucklaw and Colonel Ashton, they protest- 
ed^ that after what had happened, it would 
be most dishonourable to postpone for a 
single hour the time appointed for the mar« 
riage, as it would be generally ascribed to 
their being intimidated by the intrusive vi» 
sit and threats of Ravens^ood* 

Bucklaw would indeed have been inca* 
pable of such precipitation, had he been 
aware of the state of Miss Ashton's health, 
or rather of her mind. But custom, upon 
these occasions, permitted only brief and 
sparing intercourse between the bridegroom 
and the bride ; a circumstance so well m^ 
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proved by Lady Ashtooi that Bucklaw net 
ther saw nor suspected. 

On the eve of the bridial day, Lucy ap- 
peared to have one of her fits of levity, and 
surveyed vfith a degree of girlish interest 
the various preparations of dress, &c* &e«i 
^hich the different members of the family 
had prepared for the occasion. 
' The morning dawned bright and cfaeer- 
ily. The bridal guests assembled in gaUant 
troopd from distant quarters. Not only the 
relations of Sir William Ashton, and the 
still more dignified connections of his lady, 
together with the numerous kinsmen and 
allies of the bridegroom, were present up- 
oo this joyful ceremony, gallantly mount- 
ed, arrayed, and caparisoned^ but almost 
every presbyterian family of distinction, 
within fifty miles, made a point of attend- 
iii^upoH an occasion which \9bs consider* 
ed as, giving a sort of triumph over the 
Marquis of A ij , in the person of his 
kinsman* Splendid refreshments awaited 
tke guests on their arrival, and after it was 
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finished; the cry ivas to horse. The bride 
was led forth betwixt her brother Henry 
and her mother. Her gaiety of the prece- 
ding day had gireD rise to a deep ahade of 
melancholy, which, however, did not mis* 
become an occasion so momentous. There 
was a light in her eyes; and a colour in her 
cheek, which had not been kindled for 
many a day, and which, joined to her great 
beauty; and the splendour of her dress and 
jewels, occasioned her entrance to begreet^ 
ed wfth an universal murmur of applause, 
ii^ which even the ladies could not refrain 
themselves fronei joining. While, the caval^ 
eade Were getting to horse. Sir William 
Asht^n, a man of peace and of form„ qenr 
sured his son H^nry for having begirt him* 
self with, a military sw:ord. of .preposteroua 
length, belonging to hia hrolher*^ Colonel 

Afchtoft. . ^ I ;,) 

«* If you muj^t have a swor^,** h^ said; 
" upon such a peaieefUli occasion, why did 
yott not use the short weapon cent fxQik^ 
Edinburgh oi^ purpose ?v :..:/.: 
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The bqy viadiotted hhndel^ by sayiog it 
was lanU 

<< You put it out of the way yourself^ I 
suppose,'' said his father, << out of ambitioii 
to wear that thing that might have served 
Sir William Wallace--«but never -mind, get 
to horse now^ and- take care of your ais* 
ter.'' 

The boy did so^ and was placed in the 
centre of the gaUant train. At the 'time 
he was too full of his own appearance, his 
swoitl, his lacecl cloak, his feathered hat; 
and his managed horse, to pay much regard 
to any thing else ; but he afterw^r^ re- 
memb^ed to the hour of his dteth, that 
when the hand of his sister, by which she 
supported hertelf on the pillion behind him^ 
touched his own, it felt as wet and cold as 
sepulchral marble. 

Glancing wide over hill and dale, the 
fair bridal procession at last reached the 
parish church, which they nearly iSlled; 
foTf besides domestics, above a hundred 
gentlemen and ladies Were present upon 
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the oocasion. The marriage ceremony was 
peifeniied» according to the rites of the 
presbyterian persuasion, to which Buek- 
law of late had judged it proper to con- 
form* ' 

On the outside of the church, a liberal 

dole was distributed to the poor of the 
n^ghbouriog parishesi under the direction 
tof Johfiny Mortheuch^ who had lately been 
promoted from his desolate quarters at the 
Hermitage^ to fill the more eli^ble tttuar 
tion of sexton at the pansh-church of Ra- 
venswood* Dame Gourlay, with two of 
her contemporaries^ the same who assisted 
at Alice's late-wake, seated apart upon a 
flat monument, or AroughstaMef sate envi- 
ously comparing the shares which had been 
allotted to them in dividiag the dole. 

■* Johnny Mortbeudb," said Annie Win- 
nie, ^< might bae minded auld lang syne^ 
and thought of his auld kimm^rs^ for as 
braw as be is with his new black <s)»U I 
hae gotten but five herring instead o*^ sa% 
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and this disna look like a gude saxp^anys, 
and I dare say thi9 bit morsel o' beef is an 
uQce lighter than <Hiy that's been dealt 
round } and it's a bit o' the tenony hough, 
siair by token, that your's^ Maggie, is out 
o* the back-sey." 

<< Mine, quo' she f ' mutnbled the paralytic 
hag, " mine is half banes, I trow« If grit 
folk gie poor bodies ony thing for coming 
to their weddings and burials, it suld be 
something that wad do them gude, I think. 

<« Hieir gifls,*' said Ailsie Gourlay, " arc 
dealt fot nae love of us— nor for respect 
for whether we feed or starve. TTiey wad 
gie us whinstanes for loaves, if it would 
serve their ain vanity, and yet they expect 
us to be as gratefu' as they ca' it, as if they 
served us for -true love and likeing." 

" And that's truly said," answered her 
companion. 

' ^* But, Ailsie Gouday^ ye^re the auldest o' 
tis three, 4id ye ever see a mair grand bri- 



THK BRIOK or LAICMEBMOOR. 95 

"■< I winna say that I faiave^'' answered the 
hag ; ** but I think soon to see as braw a 
burial." 

^^ And that wad please me as weel," said 
Annie Winnie ; V for there's as large a 
dole, and folk are no obliged to grin and 
laugh, and mak murgeons, and wish joy to 
these hellicat quality, that lord it ower us 
like brute beasts. I like to pack the dead 
dole in my lap^ and rin ower my auld 
rhyme,— 

-* Mj loaf in m j lap> m j penn j in mj purte. 

Thou art ne'er the better^ and Fm ne'er the worse*' " 

^That's right, Annie/ taid the paralytic 
woman ; ** God send us a green Yule and 
a fat kirk-yard !'* 

" But I wad like to ken. Lucky Gourl^y, 
for ye're the auldest and wisest amang us, 
whilk o' these revellers? turns it will be to 

« 

be streekit first.** 

« D'ye see yon dandilly maiden," said 
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Dame Goarhy, «^ a' glirtenm' wi* gaud arnd 
jewels^ that they are mountiiigon the white 
horse behind that hare-brained callaint in 
scarlet, wi* the lang sword at his sute ?" 

^ But that's the bride !**. said her compar 
nioni her cold heart touched wilii some 
sense of compassion ; ^ that's the veiy 
bride hersell! Eh, whow! sae young, sae 
hraw, and sae boBfni&-«4ind is her time sae 
short ?' 

** I tell ye her winding sheet,'' said the 
sybiU/' is up as high as her throat ahready, 
believe it wha list. Her sand has but few 
grains to run out, and nae wonder — they've 
been weel shaken* The leaves are wither- 
ing fast on the trees, but she'll never see 
the Martinmas wind gar them dance in 
swirls like the fairy rings." 

.** Ye waited on her for a quarter," said 
the paralytic woman, ^< and got twa red 
pieces, or I am fyr beguiled." 

" Ay, «y," answered AilsvB, with a bitter 
grin i <* and Sir William Ashton promised 

8 
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me a bonnie red gown to the boot o' that 
.-—a stake, and a chain, and a tar-banrel, 
lass !«--wfaat think ye o' that for a propine ? 
^-— for being up early and doun late for 
£>urscore nights and mair wi' his dwining 
dau^ter. But he may keep it for his ain 
lady, cummers.*^ 

^< I hae heard a sough," said Annie Win- 
nie, <^ as if Lady Ashton was nae canny 
body." 

« D'ye see her yonder," said Dame Gour- 
lay, *^ as ^he prances on her grey gelding 
out at the kirk-yard ? — there's mair o* utter 
deeviiry in that woman, as brave and fair*fa- 
shioned as she rides yonder, than in a' the 
Scotch witches that ever flew by moon- 
light ower North-Berwick Law." 

« What's that ye say about witches, ye 
damned hags i" said Johnnie Mortheugh ; 
*^ sifeye casting ye're cantraips in the very 
kirk-yard, to mischieve the bride and bride- 
groom ? Get awa' hame, for if I tak my 
souple t'ye. 111 gar ye find the road fastei* 
than ye wad lik|^" 

VOL. III. E 
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" Eh ! Sirs !" answered Ailsie Gourlsty; 
«« how bra' are we wi* our new black coat and 
bur weel-pouthefed head, as if we had never 
kenned hunger nor thirst oursells I and 
we'll be screwing up our bit fiddle, doubt- 
less, in the ha' the night, amang a* the 
other elbo* jiggers for miles round-«4ei% 
see if the pins baud, Johnnie-^thaf s a% lidd." 

" I take ye a* to witness, gode'pebple,'' 
said Mortheugh, *< that she threatens tne 
wi' mischief, and forespeaks me. If Any- 
thing but gude happens to m^ or my' fiddle 
this night, I'll make it the blackest night's 
job she ever stirred in. PU hae her belfore 
Presbyter}'^ and Synod — I'm half ai mini- 
ter mysel', now that I'm a bedral in an in- 
habited parish," 

Although the mutual hatred betwixt 
these hags and the* rest of mankind had 
steeled their hearts against all impresSibns 
of festivity, this was by no means the caa 
with tlie multitude at large. The splen- 
'dour of the bridal retinue — the gay dresses 
— the spirited horses — the blithesome ap- 
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fjiearaiice of the handsome women and gal- 
lant.^epUefnen a^^mbled upoa the occo- 
.sion, had the u^ual effect upon the minds 
of the populace. The jrepeated 3bout3> qf 
•V Ashton and Bucklaw for ever I" — the dis- 
chargecf pistols, ^uns^and muskettoons, to 
.give what. was, called the Uridalshoty evin- 
,ced the interest th^ people took in the oc- 
casion of the cavalcade, as they accompa- 
nied it upon their return to the castle. If 
there was here and there an el.d^r peasant 
or his wife who sneered at the pomp of the 
4i|[^^t f^fnUjr, and remembe;^.ed the days 
o^ the jop^-descend^ Rayenswoods^ even 
they;, attracted t^r the plentiful cheer which 
the castle that day afforded to rich and 
poor, held their ws^y thither^ jwd ackoow- 
iedged, notwithstanding their prejjLidices, 
the influence of tJbnphitrion ou Van dine. ^ 
Thus, accompanied with the . attendance 
both of rich and poor, Lucy returned to 
her father's house. 3i;cklaw. used bis pri- 
vilege of riding next to the bride, but, 
(lew to such a situation, rMher endeavour* 
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ed to attract attention by the display of 
his person and horsemanship, than fay any 
attempt to address her in private. They 
reached the castle in safety, amid a thou- 
sand joyons acclamations. 

It is well known that the weddings rf 
ancient days were celebrated with a fentivt 
publicity rejected by the delicacy of mo- 
dern times. The marriage-guests upon Ite 
present occasion were r^aled with a ban- 
quet of unbounded profusion, the rel»?s 
of which, after the domestics had feasted 
in their turn, were distributed among the 
shouting crowd, with as many barrels of 
ale as made the hilarity without corre^iofld 
to that within the castle. The gendemeB, 
according to the fashion of the times, in- 
dulged, for the most part, in deep draughts 
<rf^ the richest wines, while the ladies, pre- 
pared for the ball, which always closed a 
bridal entertainment, impatiently expected 
their arrival in the state gallery. At length 
the social party broke up at a late hour, and 
the gentlemen crowded into the saloon. 
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mdf enlivened by wine and the joyful occa- 
i|ion, laid aside their s'vrords, and handed 
thek impatient partners to the floor. The 
ttmsio already rung from the gallery, along 
the fretted roof of the ancient state apart- 
ment According to strict etiquettCi the 
bride ought to have opened the baily but 
Itady Ashton, making an apology on ac- 
count o{ her daughter's health, oflered her 
own-band to Bucklaw as substitute for her 
daughter's^ 

But as Lady Ashton raised her head 
gracefidly, expecting the strain at which 
$ht was to be^n the dance, she was so 
mu^h strudc by an unexpected alteration 
Id the ornaments of the apartment, that 
the was surprised into an exclamation,-*^ 
^ Who has dared to change the pictures f* 

All looked up, and those who knew the 
usual state of the apartment, observed, 
with surprise, that the picture of Sir Wil* 
fiam Ashton's father was removed from its 
place, and in its stead that of old Sir Ma^ 
Hse Ravenswood seemed to frown wrath 
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and vengeance upon the party assemblfecP 
"below. The exchange must have beeff 
made while the apartments were empty, 
but had not been observed until the torcfc 
es and lights in the sconces were kindled 
fbr the ball. The haughty and heated spi- 
rits of the gentlemen led them to demandf 
an immediate enquiryinto the cause of^htit 
they deemed an affront to their host and td 
themselves ; but Lady Ashton, reeaverlng 
herself, passed it over as the freak of a crisizy 
wench who was maintained about the elistley 
and whose susceptible imaginationliacl'beeii 
observed to be much tfffetted by thfe storied 
which Dame Gourlay delighted to telT^on^ 
cerning "the former family j** so Lkdy AsKi 
ton named the Ravenswood<5» The o^n^x^ 
ious picture was immediately remiov^^ ind 
the ball was opened by Lady Ashton iwth 
a grace and dignity ^hich supplied tb0 
channs' of youth, and almost verified iht 
extravagant encomiums of the elder jpart 
of the company, who extolled her perform^ 
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m 

tiwe its fair exceedaig the dancing of the 
rising gep^atioq, 

When La(}y Ashton sat down^ she was 
npt surprised to find that her daughter had 
left the apartment, and she herself follov^- 
ed, eager to obviate any impression which 
might have b^en made upon her nei-yes by 
an incident so likely to affect them as the 
(oyfterious transposition of the portraits^ 
Ap{>Rrently she found her apprehensior^ 
groundless, for she returned in about an 
hpur, and whispered the bridegroom, who 
extrkiated himself from the dancers, an4 
vanished from the apartment. The instru» 
li^ntS: now played their loudest strains^-^- 
t|»e <la9cers pursued their exercise with al^ 
the enthusiasm inspired by youtjjb, mirth, 
an4 high spirits, when a cry was heard S9 
l^rill and piei;iung, as at ppce to arrest the 
dance and the music. All stood motionr 
less. } but when,the yell was again repeated, 
Colenel Ashton snatched. a torch from the 
sconce, aqd demanding the key of the brir 
dalr chamber from Henry, to whom|, aa^ 
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bride's-man, it had been entruited^ ranriied 
thitber, followed by Sir WiUiam and Lady 
AshtoDy and one or two others, nete rela- 
tions of the family. The bridal guests 
waited their return in stupiied amaM* 
ment« 

Arrived at the door of the apartnuMi^ 
Colonel Ashton knocked and oalledt but 
received no answer, except stifled griMns. 
'He hesitated no longer to open the door of 
the apartment, in which he found opposi« 
tion, from something which lay i^gainst it 
When he had succeeded in opening it, the 
body of the bridegroom was found lying on 
the threshold of the bridaUchamber,; and «U 
around was flooded with blood. A cry of 
surprise and horror was raised by att pre* 
sent; and the company, excited hy ibis 
new alarm, began to rush tumukuously to- 
wards the sleeping apartment. Colonel 
A6hton,*flr9t whispering to his mother,-— 
** Search for her— she has murdered him !•* 
drew his sword, planted himself in the pass- 
tgt^ and declared he would sufier no man 
to pass e:2[cepting the clergyman, and the 
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jitBdtcal ^rson present By their assist- 
ali€e» Bimklawt who stili breathed, was 
laised from the ground, and transported to 
anether apartment, where his friends, full 
af suj^ekm and murmuring, assembled 
r#and him to learn the opinion of the sur« 



. In the mean while» Lady Ashtdn, her 

teidb^aiid. aad thehr assistants, invain sought 

liuejy lii the bridal bod and in the chamber. 

There was no private passage from the 

room* and they began to think that she 

murt>have Arown herself from the window^ 

-when one of the company, holding his 

toccb lower than the rest^^discoveied some* 

Ihk^ white in the comer cf the great old- 

ftshnaed chimney. of theapartovnt. Hem 

they ^und the unfortunate girl, seated, or 

rather couched hke a hare upon its form-^ 

Imrbead-gear dishevelled; her night-clothes 

torn land dabbled with blood^-^ber eyes -gW 

:2ed» and her featares c<mvulaed into awild 

fHHTOxyBm of insanity. Whea she saw her- 

adf ^co¥ered, she gibbef e^ made nKmthi^ 
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and pointed at tbeni widi her Moody fifli 
gers, with the frantic gestures of an eixS^ 
ing demoniac. -• " * 

• Female assistance was now hastily stum 
tnoned ; the unhaf^y bride was toKr^power^ 
edy not without the use cf some force. As 
they carried her over the threshold, she 
looked down, and uttered the only arti- 
euhte words that she had yet spoken, say- 
ing, with a sort of grinning exultatioiv^ 
** So, you have te'en up^ ybuir bonnte bride- 
groom ?* She was by the shuddering as^ 
sistants conveyed to another and more re- 
tired apartment, where she was secured ah 
her lituation required, and dosety watchiedi 
The unutterable agony of the parents^ 
the horror and confusion' of all whtb "Were 
ki the castle-r-^the fury of coiitending pasi 
sions between the friends of the different 
parties, passions augmented by previous 
ihtemperancer surpass dtil^cription. ^ 

The surgeon was th^ first who obtained 
something like a patient hearing ; he pnH 
Qounced that tba wound of Biicklaw, thought 
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flsvepe and dangerous, was by no meanf 
jfotal>; but mighil i^adUy be rendered so by 
liiafcurbance and hasty removaK Hiis sif- 
Imced the nutneFous party of Bucklaw'f 
SAen^r who* had previously insisted that 
lie shoiUd, at all rates,, be transported from 
4die castle to ^e nearest of their hause& 
They still demaodedf however, that, in coUf 
aideration of what had happened, four of 
jliicdr number should remain to watch over 
ihe.siek-bed of their friend, and that a suit- 
able number of their domestics^ well armed». 
shojuld also remain in the castle. This con» 
^ition being acceded to on the part of Co*^ 
kmelAshton and his father, the rest of the- 
bridegroom's friends left, the castle, not- 
withstanding, the hour and the ^arkness of' 
tjbe night. The cares..of the medical mane 
w^ere i^st employ ed in behalf of Miss Ash- 
. ton, whom he pronounced to be in a very 
dangerpnis st^te. Farther medical assist- 
ance was immediately summoned.. All night 
she remaiQ^d delirious^ On the morning,, 
she felLintq astajte^pf absolute insensibility.. 
Tha next evening, the physicians said,> 
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would be the crnw of her nMikdjr. It |Hfo- 
ved sOt for although riie aw^dse ikvim faor 
tmnce with some appeaniiioe cf calmness, 
and suffered her Bight^dothes to be elum- 
ged, or put in order, yet so soon as sbe 
put her hand to her neck, as if to searai 
for the fatal blue ribbon, a tide of reeol* 
lections seemed to rush upon her, whsoii 
her mind and body were alike inespabke of 
bearing. Convul^on followed convolsssKi, 
till they closed in death, without her hamg 
able to utter a word explanatory of the &til 
scene. - 

T%e provincial judge (^ the district ar« 
rived the day after the young lady bad^ex- 
pired, and executed, though with aU pM- 
Bible deli^cy to the afflicted family, the 
painful duty of enquiring into this fatal 
transaction. But there occurred nothing 
to explain the general hypothesis, that ti^e 
bride, in a sudden fit of inisfetnity, had sskid>- 
bed the bridegroom at the threshold of the 
apartment ' The fatal weapon was fooad 
-in the chamber, smeared with blood. It 
was the same poniard which Henry ^boald 
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hwe worn ufpbo the wedding-day ^ and 
vtkick hts uiibafipy mta Iwd probably eon* 
trived to secreise upon the Moceeding eve». 
ing, when.it had been diewn to her amoi^ 
other actioles of preparation for the wed« 
dang« 

. The friends t>f Bucklaw expected Aafc 
upon his recovery he would throw some 
light upon this dark story^ and eagerly 
peeised him with enquiries, which for some 
time he evaded under pretext of weakness* 
Whmiy however, he had been transported 
to his own house, and was considered as in 
aBtate of convalescence, he aasembledlbose 
pensons, both male and femide, who had 
considered thraaBch^es as entitled to presa 
him on this subject, and returned them 
t&snks finr the interest they had expressed 
in his behalf,: and their offers of adherence 
and aopport« *^ I wish yoa ail,'' he said, 
««iny friends, to understand, however, that 
IlHive neither atory to tell, nor injuries to 
«vcnge. If a lady shall question me hence- 
^ward upon the iooidots of that «ih^- 

10 
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P3r nighty I shall remaiii silent, and ia fiju 
tare consider her as desirous to break off 
her .friendship with me. But if a gentle- 
man- shall ask me the same question, I shaU 
regard the incivility as equivalent to an in- 
viutiott to meet him in the Duke's Walk^ 
and I expect that he will rule himself ac- 
cordingly,** 

A declaration so decisive admitted no 
commentary; and it was soon after seen 
that Bttoklaw had arisen from the bed of 
sickness a sadder and a wiser man than he 
had hitherto shewn himself. He dismissed 
Craigengelt from his society, but not with^ 
out such a provision as, if welt employed, 
migiit secure him against indigence, and 
against temptation^ . 

Bucklaw afterwards went abroad, and 

never returned to Scotland ;. nor .was he 

known ever to hint at the ciraumstaaces 

attending his fatal marriage^ By many 

readers this may be deemed over8trained». 

xomantic, and composed by thciwild ima^- 

g/nation of an author^ desirous of grati^j- 

Ik 
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ing the popular appetite for the horrible ; 
but those who are read in the private family 
history of Scotland during the period la 
which the scene is laid, will readily dis- 
cover, through the disguise of borrowed 
names and added incidents, the leading 
particulars of an ower tbue tale» 
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CHAPTER VHI. 

Wbow ndaA's M nttliM^ alid tiiirbent to httd, 

Hiftt would noty whoi dus huge mishap was beurd^ 

To th' utmost note of sorrow set their song, 

To see a gallant^ with so great a graoe^ 

So suddenly unthought {m, so o'ertbrown. 

And so to perish^, in so poor a pkoe, 

By too rash riding in a ground unknown ! 

Poem, in Nisbrfs Heraldry, VoL IL 

We have anticipated the course of time 
to mention Biicklaw's recovery and fate, 
that we might not interrupt the detail of 
events which succeeded the fofneral of the 
unfortunate Lucy Ashton. This melancholy 
ceremony was performed in the misty dawn 
of an autumnal morning, with as little at- 
tendance and ceremony as could possibly be 
dispensed with. A very few of the nearest 
relations attended her body to die same 
churchyard to which she had so lately been 
led as a bridet with as littlefree-will^perhapSt 
upon that former occasion^ as could be now 
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testified by her lifeless and passive remams. 
An aisle adjacent to the church had been 
fitted up by Sir William Ashton as a fiunily 
oemetery ; hexe» in a coffin bearing neither 
aame nor date, were consigned to dust the 
remains of what was oiwe lovely* beautifiilt 
and innocent, though exasperated to phrea» 
2y by a long tract of unremitting perse* 
cution. While the niourna» were busy in 
the vault, the three village hags, who^ BOt» 
withstanding the unwonted earliness <tf the 
hour, had snu£fed the carrion like vultures^ 
were seated on the *^ through-staoe,'* and 
C9^9ged in their wonted unhallowed eon- 
ferenoe* 

«* Did not I say,'' said Dame Gourlay, 
^ that the bmw bridal would be followed 
by as braw a funoal T 

^ I think,'' answered Dame Winnie^ 
^ there's little bravery at it ; neith^ meat 
nor drink, and just a wheen silver tippem^t 
to the poor f<idk } it was little worth while 
to come sae far road for sae raia' profit, and 
us sae frail." 

«« Out, wretch !" replied Dame Gourlay, 
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« can a'i the daintka they ^oold gt'e os b0^ 
half sae sweet as tiis hcwirti veogeanoe-J 
Ther^ tiiey are that vf ece capering oa tbcw 
Iprondfig nags fpur days since^ and they, juoe 
sow^ ganging as driegh and saber as oursetla 
the day* They were a* gHstaening w? gomA 
and: silver-— they're now as black as the 
crook. And MissLiicy Ashton, that gru4^ 
ged when aa honest woman came near her^ 
a taed may sit on her caiffia- the day» - and 
ike nenfw scunner when he cr^iks* Aad 
jLady Aahton has .beU-fire burning in bee 
breast /by this time.; and Str WilUaai^.w^ 
his git^eta^ and his faggots, and Jiis. chains^ 
how likes he the witcheri^ of bb.aJA 
dii^iling touse ? '. . * 

•« And is it tnie tbtn,'' .mu«iUe4:tiie 
paralytic wretch, " that liie biidawas tnril- 
ed out of her bed and up the cbimley-by 
trA s^its, and that the bridegcoma'a f^e 
vm& wrung round ahint him if' 

<^.Ye neednia c»e whardid it» ear Iwvii 
Ivas done," sud Ailste Qourley i.^flmtMi 
uphaud it for nae sticket jolv &Qd tb»t the 
lairds and bdies ken this day. 
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; " And was it trric/' said Annie Wimtie^t 
<f ftln ye ben sae ndickle about it^ that then 
picture of asM Sir Ma&e Ravenswood" 
d&me down on the lia' floor, and led outthe^ 
brawl before them a' ?' 

« Na," said Ailsie j **^but into the hef 
caxnie the picture— and I ken.weel.hoWit 
catne tbere*-*to gi'e them a warning . thafe 
pride wduldgM a fa'< Sot there's as queeri 
a^ploy, cointiMcs,. a^ ony o' thaei' that's ganii 
mi! &vezi BOW. in the^ bnarial vault yondsr-?^ 
.^*j^^ : saw iwal' jnoarnais, wif. crape and: 
ddboi 8Mg>down the steps .pmr and. psirjiffc 

«: What; abcAild aii us. to see t^eoi;^ MidT 

theoMiold womaHa . i 

, ^^L counted them/' said the €Aher,' Wttlii 
tiie esQgcraess of a person to whom the qptc^r 
t«ele bad afibcded too much intwest to.-bot 
viibwed with tndifierence. " 

. - 3^ Bittye did mt aee;^' said Ailsie^ eRulfcc 
ing inj her superior obseiyation, ^ thafe 
ther6% a thirtoenth mmngihem that th^. 
ken tfnetfaiitg tbwtj andr if afild fre&tft 
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My trae^ there^s ane o' ^t company tha^U 
no be lang for this world* But come awa, 
summers ; if we bide here, Tsc wammt we 
get the wyte o* whatever ill comes of it, an* 
that gude will come of it nane o' them need 
ever think to see*" 

. And thus, croaking like tiie ravens when 
tliey antid]mte pestilence, the ill-boding syw 
bib withdrew fiosoi the churdi-yard. 

In fiict, the moumersi when the service 
of intament was ended, discovered that 
Atere was among them one more than .iiie 
iiivited number, and die remark was eooR 
ttmiicated in whispers to eaeh other. 7!ie 
suspicion fell upon a figure, wbidi,' maAed 
in the same deep OKmrning with tiie crtiien^ 
WM rediiied, almost in a state of iaseB«iiii» 
Hly, against one of the piHars of tike se- 
pulchral vault. The relatives df the Asb- 
ton ftmily were expressing in wl&pers 
d«ir surprise and dispteasure at the sn« 
trusion, when they w^e interrupted ■ by 
Cdlonel Ashton, who, in his &ther^ ab- 
sencei acted as principal mourner '* I 
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know,*' he said in a whisper, *^ who thii 
jierson is ; he has^ or shall soon have, air 
deep cause ofmoimiiig as ourselves— leave 
aoe to deal wiUi hitn, and do not disturb the 
ca*etnony by unnecessary exposure." So 
saj/ing, he separated himself from the groti^ 
^ his rdations^ and tidckig the unknown 
mourn w by the cloA^ he said to him, in a 
tone of suppressed emotion, ^' Follow me.'* 
. ^ The stranger, as if starting frouLa trance 
at the sound of his voice, mechanically 
obeyed, and they ascended the brdkeft 
tttiixous stair which led from the sefmlchro 
Uito the church-yard. The other moum^a 
followed, but remained grouped together 
at the door of the vault, watching with 
apxiety the motions of Colonel Ashton and 
the stranger, who now appeared -to be ia 
close cooiiereDce beneath the shade of a 
yew-lxee, in the most remote part of Uie 
burial ground. 

.. To this sequestered spot Colonel Ashton 
had guided the stranger, and then turning 
sound, addressed him in a stern and com- 
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poqed tane-^f^ I c$anQt doubt tkiit I.^fH^k 
^ the Master; of Ray^oswopcl.'; No ao. 
liwer was ret\iraed, " 1. cwappt doubt," «- 
moH^d the .Colonel,, trenabling w^t^, Jf^»M 

piission, /' th*^ I .ifgeak J9 ^iie jpwAPFiSf. 9^ 
p>y sister?" . . . ■ .- . .-: /r 

. /VYpiMj have «WTi^ me>ut toa t^uly^" 
§34^ Ravens wood, in.^-M^^w apd 
k>.U8 voice. ^ 

« If you repent what you have ^one,'' 
faid the Colonel, " may y?"/; E^»i*?nce 
ftvail ypu before God ; with me it shall s/ejrve 
yftiiupthiug. Here," he said, giving fi pa. 
1^, is. the measure of my swprd, aud a^^ 
mpcaudui^of the time ^nd pla^e of mf ef- 
)Pg. Suu-rise to-morrow morning, oa the 
Links to th e east of Wolf's- hope." . 

The Master of Rayens^vopd held the 
paper in his l\aqd, and seemed irresolute. 
At length he spoke—** Do nqt,'\he said, 
•' urge to farther desperation a wretch who 
is already desperate. Enjoy your life<while 
you can^^an^ let me seek my di^th from 
fMapther,** ^ 
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« Tliat yon never, never shall," said Ash* 
4on: •* You shall die by my hand,. or yoii 
^hdl complete th^ ruin' of my family, oa 
taking m^y life. If you refose me my open 
challengef^ there is no advantage I will not 
take afjon^ no.indignaty with which X will 
not load you, until the very name of Ra« 
Tenswbod shall be the sign of every thing 
that is dishonourable^ as it is already of all 
thatis i^illainoos." i 

• •* That it shall never be," said Rav^»* 
woodi fiercely ; <* if I am the last who shall 
-b^a? it, i owe it to those who once owned 
it, that the name shall be extinguished with*' 
out infamy. I accept your challenge, time, 
amd place* of meeting. We meet, 1 pre- 
«ume, alone ?'' 

r « Alone we. meet," said Colonel Ashton, 
" and alone will the survivor of us return 
ftom that place of rendezvous." 

" Then God have mercy on the soul of 
him who fells !" said Ravens wood, f 

*^ So be ith said Colonel Ashton; <* so 
iar can my charity reach even for the mm 
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I hate moBt deadly, and with tiie deq^t 
reason. Now^ break off, fbr we shall be io- 
tempted. The links by the sea^^dioxe to 
the east of W<dP8«hope--»the hour suiuziac 
—our swwds our only weapons.*" 

<* Enough,'' said the Master^ ^ I will not 
fail you." 

They separated ; Colonel Ashton joining 
the rest of the mourners, and the Master of 
Ravenswood taking his horse, which was 
tied to a tree behind the church. Colonel 
Ashton returned to the castle with the fu- 
neral guests, but found a pretext for de- 
taching himself from them in the evening, 
when, changing his dress to a riding hsdiit^ 
he rode to WolPs-hope that night, and 
took up his abode in the little inn, in order 
that he might be ready for his rendezTOus 
in the morning. 

It is not known how the Master of Ba- 
venswood disposed of the rest of that un« 
happy day. Late at night, however, he ar- 
rived at Wolf ^8 C^ag, and aroused his old 
dom6Stic» Caleb Balderstone, whohadceaaed 
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^ expect his return. Confused and fl^. 
ing rumours of the late tragical death of 
Miss Ashton, and of its mysterious cause^ 
had already reached the old man, who was 
filled with the utmost anxiety, on account 
df the probable effect these events might 
produce upon the mind of his master. 

The conduct of Ravenswood had no- 
thing to alleviate his apprehensions. To 
the Butler's trembling entreaties, that he 
lyould take some refreshment, he at first 
returned no answer, and then suddenly 
and fiferceljr demanding wine, he drank, con« 
trary to his habits, a very large draught. 
Seeing that his master would eat nothings 
the old man affectionately entreated that 
he would permit him to light him to his 
chamber. It was not until the request was 
three or four times repeated, that Ravens- 
wood tnade a mute sign of compliance* 
But when Balderstone conducted him to 
an apartment which had been comfortably 
fitted up, and which, since his return, he had 

VOL.111. P 
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usually occupied, Ra venswood stopped short 
on the threshold, 

•« Not here,** said he, sternly ; «« shor 
me the room in which my father died; 
the room in which she slept the Digbt 
they were at the castle.** 

" Who, sir ?" said Caleb, too terrified to 
preserve his presence of mind. 

^^Shcy Lucy Ashton! — would you kill 
me, old man, by forcing me to repeat her 
name ?'* 

Caleb would have said something of the 
disrepair of the chamber, but was silcn- 
•oed by the irritable impatience which was 
expressed in his master's countenance j he 
lighted the way trembling and in silence, 
placed the lamp on the table of the de- 
serted room, and was about to attempt 
some, arrangement of the bed, when bis 
master bid him begone in a tone that ad- 
mitted of no delay. The old man retired, 
BOPt lo rest, but to prayer ; and from time 
to lime crept to the door ot the apartment, 
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in order to find out "whether Ravenswpotf 
had gone to repose. His oieasured heavy 
step upon the floor was only interrupted 
by deep groans ; and the repeated stamps 
of (he heel of his heavy boot» intimated too 
clearly, that the wretched inmate was aban- 
doning himself at such moments to parox- 
ysms of uncontrouled agony. The old 
man thought that the morningi for which 
he longed, would never have dawned ; but 
time, whose course rolls on with equal .cur- 
rent, however it may seem more rapid or 
more slow to mortal apprehension, brought 
the dawn at last, smd spread a ruddy light 
on the broad verge of the glistening ocean. 
It was early in November, and the weather 
was serene for the season of the year. But 
an easterly wind had prevailed during the 
night, and the advancing tide rolled nearer 
than usual to the foot of the crags on \ifhicli 
the castle was founded. 

With the first peep of Kght, Caleb BaL 
^ derstone again resorted to the door of Ra- 
- venswood's sleeping apartment, through a 



k^l)ink of which be observed liini faigii0e4 
in measuritig the length of{tm> Of thre^ 
swords which lay in a closet .adjoining to 
^ihe apartment. He muttered to himself 
as he selected one of these weapons, <' It 
is shorter — let him ba^'e tim. adf antage a^^ 
he has every other.** 

Caleb Balderstone knew too well, frpm 
what he witnessed) upon what enterprise Jitis 
master was botmd, and how vain all inter- 
ference on his part must necessarily prove, 
fie had but time to retficat 6om the doory 
-so nearly was he surprised by his matter sud- 
denly coming out, and desceading to the 
stables. The faithful domestic followed^ 8Dd 
from the dishevelled appearaiice Qf>lus .mas- 
ter's >dresfSy and 'his ghastly looks, was xxm- 
'firmed in bis ^conjecture that hebad.paas- 
'ed the night without sleep, or repos^. He 
'found him busily engaged in saddling his 
horse, a service from which Caleb, tho^^h 
with faultering ^voice and Iremb^g l^nds, 
t>ffered torelieve him. fiaveMwoodjreject^ 
>hi$ assistance by a n^ite sign, andhaviog lod 
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tftiBf animal iota the court, was just about, to 
mount him, when the old domestic's fear 
giving way to the strong attachment; which 
was the principal passion of his mind, he- 
flung hiitoself soddenly at Ravenswootf^ 
feet, and clasped his knees, while he ex. 
claimed, «* Oh, sir ! oh, master ! kill me if 
you will, iKit do not go out on this dread* 
ful errand. O ! my dear master, wait but 
this* dayi— the Mairquis of A-^f— comes to. 
morrow, and a' will be remedied/* 

« You haive no longer a mastery Galfeb," 
said Ravenswood, endeavouring to extri- 
cate hiaiself; •« why, old man^ would you 
cfing to a feUing tower ?** 

*« But I kmv^ a master," cried C^eb, still 
holding him fast, << while the heir of Ra- 
venswood breathes. I am hut a servant ; 
but I was your father's — ^your grand&ther's 
—I was bojfn for the family — I have lived 
for them-^I would die for ^m«~Stay but 
at home» wd all will be well !" 
; « Wellf? fdoll well ?" said Ravenswood^; 
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''Vain old man, nothing hereafter in fife 
will be well with me, and happiest is the 
hour that shall soonest close it.** 

So saying, he extricated himself from the 
old man*s hold, threw himself on his horse, 
and rode out at the gate } but instant!/ 
turning back, he threw towards Calebs who 
hastened to meet him, a heavy purse of 
gold. 

" Caleb,** he said, with a ghastly smile, 
" I makfe you my executor j" and again 
turning his bridle, he resumed his course 
down the hill. 

The gold fell unheeded on the pave- 
ment, for the old man ran to observe the 
course which was taken by his master, who 
turned to the left down a small and broken 
path, which gained the sea-shore through 
a cleft in the rock, and led to a sort of cove, 
where, in former times, the boats of the 
castle were wont to be moored* Observing 
him take this course, Caleb hastened to 
the eastern battlement, which commanded 
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Mie prospect of the whole sands, very near 
M far as the village of Wolf's-hope. He 
could easily see his master riding in that 
direction, as fast as the horse could carry 
him. The prophecy at once rushed on 
Balderstone's mind, that the Lord of Ra- 
venswood should perish on the Kelpie's 
Flow, which lay half way betwixt the tower 
and the links or sand-knolls, to the north- 
east of Wolfs-hope. He saw him accord- 
ingly reach the fatal spot, but he never saw 
him pass further. 

Colonel Ashton, frantic for revenge, was 
already in the field, pacing the turf with 
eagerness, and looking with impatience 
towards the tower for the arrival of his an- 
tagonist. The sun had now risen, and 
shewed its broad disk above the eastern sea, 
so that he could easily discern the horse- 
man who rode towards him with speed which 
argued impatience equal to his own. At 
once the figure became invisible, as if it 
had melted into the air. He rubbed his 
qre% as if he had witnessed an apparition^ 
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and then hastened to the spot, near whic& 
he was met by Balderatone, yfho came from 
the opposite direction. No trace what- 
ever of horse or rider could be discerned j. 
it only appeared, that the late winds, and 
high tides had greatly extended the usual 
bounds of the quicksand, and that the un- 
fortunate horseman, as appeared from the 

* 

hoof tracks, in his precipitate haste, had 
Dot attended to keep on the firm sandson 
the foot of the rock, but had taken the 
shortest and most dangerous course. One 
only vestige of his fate appeared. A large 
sable feather had been detached from bis 
hat, and the rippling waves of the rising 
tide wafted it to Caleb's feet. The old 
man took it up, dried it, and placed it 
in his bosom. 
The inhabitants of WolPs-hope were now 

' ''mm 

alarmed, and crowded to the place, some 
on sliore, and some in boats, but their 
search availed nothing. The tenacious 
depths of the quicksand, as is usual in such 
cases, retained their prey. 
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V Oiir tale dravs to a conclusion. The 

* 

^Marqoia of A*~*~9 alarmed at the frightful 
.reports that were current, and anxious for 
•liis kinsman's safetyi arrived on the sid>s6» 
quent day to mourn his loss^; and, after re- 
newing in vain a search for the body, re- 
turned to forget what had happened amid 
. the bustle of pdfitics and state afiairs* 

Not so Caleb Balderstone. If worldly 
profit could have consoted the old man, his 
age was better provided for than his earlier 
life had ever been ^ but life had lost to hitti 
Its salt and its savoan His whole course 
df ideas, his feelihgSy whether of pride or of 
apprehension, of pleasure or of pain, had 
an arisen from his close connection with thjs 
family which was* now extinguished. He 
held up his head no longer^^forsook all lus 
usual haunts and occupations, and seemed 
only to find pleasure in mopeiog about 
those apartmentr in the old castle, which 
dbe Master of Ravens^oodhad lastinhabifi^ 
ed.. He ate without refireshment> and sliiai* 
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•bered widMmt repoie ; ud, wiA a fAsiief 
Manetimes dkplftjwd by die ctaine ^isee, 
JMit seldom by human beiogd^ ^he piBcd 
sod died wkhin & year afler the <aftta» 
tropbe which we have narrated. 

The family of Ashton did not long sia» 
rive that of Ravenswood. Sir Williani Ash- 
ton survived his ehlest son, the Golonel, 
who was slaia in a duel in Flanders $ and 
Henry » by whom he was succeeded » died 
unmarried. Lady Ashtpn lived to the 
verge of extreme old age» the only survivor 
of the group of unhappy persons, whose 
misfortunes were owing to her iipplacabi- 
iity. That she might internally feel com- 
puttlrtion, and reconcile herself with heavm 
whom she bad ofiTend^d, we will not, and 
"Wt dare not deny ;, b^ to those around 
her, she did not evince the slightest symp- 
4om either of repentance of remorse. In 
alt external appearanc^A she bgre the same 
^d» haughty, unbendu^ chisracter, whidi 
jbe h|ul displayed before these unfaappT 

5 
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events* A ^lendid marble monament re* 
Q0ix|ft her name, titles, and virtues^ while 
Imt victiins remain undistinguished by tomb 
«r epitaph. 
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LEGEND OF MONTROSE. 



JNTKODUCTION. 



SsajcANT More M*Alpxn was, during hki 
residence among us, one of tlie most ho* 
noured inhabitants of Oanderscleugh. No 
one thought of disputing his title to the 
great leathern chair on the ** cosiest side 
of the chimney^** in the common room of 
the Wallace Arms^ on a Saturday e veiling. 
No less would our sexton, John Duirward, 
hare held it an unlicensed intrusion, to 80& 
fee any one to induct himself into the cof« 
nar of the lefV*hand pew nearest to the piiK 
pit, which the Seijeant regularly occupied 
on Sundays. There he sat, his blue invalid 
uniform brushed with the most scrupulous 
accuracy. Two medals of merit displayed 
at bis button-hole^ as well as the empty 
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aleeye which should have been occupied 
by his right arm, were evidence of his hard 
and honourable service. His weather-beat- 
en features, his grey hair tied in a thin 
queue in the military fas^ipa of farmer days, 
and the right side of his head a little turn- 
ed up, the better to catch the sound of the 
clergyman's voice, were all marks of his 
profession and infirmities. Beside him sat 
his sister Janet, a little neat old woman, 
with a Highland curch ^nd tartan pliud, 
watching the very looks of her brother^ Ur 
her the greater man upon earth, and ac* 
lively looking out for him, in his silver* 
clasped Bible, the texts which the minister 
quoted or expounded*. 
/ 1 believe it was the respect that was ixm 
versally paid to this worthy veteran by all 
ranks in Grandersdeugh which induced him 
to chuse our village for hij3 residence, &a 
Such was by no means his original intent 
tbn* 

' fie had risen ta the rank of ser^eaiit> 
Uftjor of artiUery, by baxd service iaVanoiu 
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garters of the world, and was reckoned one 
of the most tried and trusty men of the 
Scotch Train. A ball, which shattered his 
arm in a peninsular campaign, at length 
procured him an honourable discharge^with 
an allowance from Chelsea, and a hand*- 
some gratuity from the patriotic fund* 
Moreover, Serjeant More M*Alpin had 
been prudent as well as valfant ; and, from 
prize-money and savings, had become mas- 
ter of a small sum in the three per cent» 
consols. 

He retired with the purpose of enjoying 
this income in the wild Highland glen, in 
which, when a boy, he had herded black 
cattle and goats, ere the roil of the drum, 
had made him cock his bonnet an inch 
higher, and follow its music for nearly forty 
years. To his recollection, this retired spot 
was unparalleled in beauty by the richest 
scenes he had visited in his wanderings* 
£ven the Happy Valley of Rasselas would 
have sunk into tiothing upon the compa- 
rison; He came<-^he revisited the loved 
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scene— -it was but a sterile glen, surrounded 
with rude crags, and traversed by a noxtli* 
em torrent. This was not the woist* 
The fires had been quenched upon thirty 
hearths — -of the cottage of his fathers hp 
could but distinguish a few rude stones — 
the language was almost extinguished — the 
ancient race from which he boasted his de- 
scent had found a refuge beyond the. At- 
lantic. One southland farmer, three grey- 
plaided shepherds, and six dogs, now te- 
nanted the whole glen, which in his youth 
had maintained in content, if not in com* 
petence, upwards of two hundred inhabit 
ants. 

In the house of the new tenant, Ser- 
jeant M'Alpin found, however, an unex- 
pected source of pleasure, and a means of 
employing his social affections. His sister 
Janet had fortunately entertained so strong 
a persuasion that her brother would one 
day return, that she had refused to accom- 
pany her kinsfolks upon their emigration^ 
}^a^9 she had consented, though uot witk- 



t^am^ik^^ -. ^.^ri^Mii 
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0Ot It feeling of degradation, to take service 
with the intruding Lowlander^ who, though 
a Saxotti she said, had proved a kind man 
to hen This unexpected meeting with his 
Bister seemed a cure for all the disappoint- 
ments which it had been Serjeant More's 
lot to encounter, although it was not with- 
out a reluctant tear that he heard told, as 
a Highland woman alone could tell it, the 
story of the expatriation of his kinsmen. 

She narrated at length the vain offers 
they had made of advanced rent, the pay- 
ment of which must have reduced them 
to the extremity of poverty, which they 
were yet contented to face, for permission 
to live and die on their native soil. Nor 
did Janet forget the portents which had 
announced the departure of the Celtic 
race, and the arrival of the strangers. For 
two years previous to the emigration; when 
the night wind howled down the pass of 
Ballachra, its notes were distinctly modeL- 
ied to the tune of, '^ Ha til mi tuUdh^' (we 
return no more») mth which the emignaQla 
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issnally bid farewell to their Bstive shoresK^ 
The uncouth cries of the foreign shep« 
hi^ds^ and the barking of their dogs, were 
often heard in the mist of the hills long 
before their real arrival. A bard, the last 
of his race, had commemorated the expul- 
sion of the natives of the glen in a tune,, 
which brought tears into the aged ejres of 
^e veteran, and of which the first stanza 
may be thiis rendered— 

Woe^ woe, son of the Lowlander^ 

Why wilt thou leave thy bonny Border ? 

'Why comest thou hitliei*^ disturbing the Highlander; 

Wasting the glen that wa9 once in fair order ? 

What added to Serjeant More M*Alpin's 
distress upon the occasion was, that the 
Chief by whom this change had been ef- 
fected, was, by tradition and common opi- 
nion, held to represent the ancient leaders 
and fathers of the expelled fugitives j and 
it had hitherto been one of Seijoint 
Morels principal subjects of pride to prove, 
by genealogical deductioii, in what dei 
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«r^xee of kiaf tred he stood to this personage. 
A woful change was now wrought in his 
sentiments towards hiin. 

*^ I cannot curse him/' he said» as I^ 

.tose and strode . through the room, when 
Janet's narrative was finished-*-^' I will not 
curse him ; he is the descendant and reprc- 

. sentative of my fathers. But never shall 
mortal man hear me name his name again." 
^nd he kept his word ; for, until his dyii^ 
^day, no man heard him mention his selfish 
and hard-hearted chieflain. 

After giving a day to sad recollections, 
the hardy spirit which had carried him 
through so many dangers, manned the Ser- 
jeant's bosom against this cruel disappoint- 
ment. *' He would go," he said, "to Canada 
:to his kinsfolks, where they had named a 
Transatlantic valley after the glen of thejir 
fethers, Janet,'' he said, " should kilt hpr 
coats like a leaguer lady j d n the dis» 

Jtancej it was a fliea's leap to the voyages 
and marches he bad made on a sUghtef 

.oQcasioQt" 
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With this purpose he left, the Higfalmiids, 
BOd came with his sister as far as Gand^v- 
cleugh, on his way to Glasgow, to take a 
passage to Canada. But winter was sow 
set in, and as he thought it advisable to 
wait for a spring passage, when the St Law. 
rence should be open, he settled among ui 
for the few months of his stay in Britain. 
As we said before, the respectable old mao 
met with a deference and attentioo from 
all ranks of society i and when spring re- 
turned, he was so satisfied with his quarters^ 
that he did not renew the purpose of hi> 
voyage. Janet was afraid of the sea, and 
he himself felt the infirmities of age and 
bard service more than he had at first ex- 
pected; Andiasheconfessedto the clergy- 
ooan, and my worthy principal, Mr Cleish- 

'^ botham, " itwas better staying with kenn^i 
fiiends, than going farther, and ^ein^ 

- wone." 

He therefore established himself as t» 
Inhabitant of Gjnderscleugh, to the great 
•alisfaction, as we bavt already said, of all 
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Its inhabitants, to whom he became, in re- 
spect of military intelligence, and able 
commentariei^ upon the newspapers, ga- 
2eettes, and bulletins, a very oracle, expla- 
natory of all martial events, past, present, 
or to come. 

It is true, the Serjeant had his incOD- 
sistencies. He was a steady Jacobite, bis 
&ther and his four uncles having been 
out in the forty- five ; but he was a no less 
steady adherent of King George, in whose 
service he had made his little fortune, and 
lost three brothers; so that you were in 
equal danger to displease him, in terming 
Prince Charles, the Pretender, or by saying 
any thing derogatory to the dignity of 
King George. Further, it must not be 
denied, that when the day of receiving his 
dividends came round, the serjeant was apt 
to tarry longer at the Wallace Arms of an 
evening, than was consistent with strict 
temperance, or indeed with his worldly In- 
terest; for upon these occasions, his compo- 
« • . ^ " • • • ' ' 

titors sometimes contrived to flatter his par- 
tialities by singing Jacobite songs, aod 
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drinking confusion to Buonaparte, uid lStsc 
health of the Duke of Wellington, until the 
iserjeant was not only ilattered into paying 
the whole reckoning^but occasionally inda- 
-ced to lend small suma to his interested com* 
'panions. Alter such sprays, as he called 
them, were over, he seldom failed to thank 
<jod, and the Duke of York» who had zastde 
it much more difficult for an, old soldier to 
Tuin himself by his folly, than had been tbt 
^ase in his younger days. 

It was not upon such occasions that I 
made a part of Serjeant More M'AIpin's 
society* But often, when my leisure would 
^permit, I used to seek him, oa what he 
<:alled his morning and evening |»arade» ob 
which, when the weather was fair, he ap- 
.peared as regularly as if summoned by tuck 
of drum. His morning walk was beneath 
tl^e elms in the churchyard; " for deatb,"* 
lie said, **.had been his next-door neigbboiif 
for so many y^ars, that he had no apology 
for droppiiig the acquaintance." His even- 
ing promenade was on the bleaching greea^ 
)^ the river side, where he was sometimes 
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tof.be seen on an open bench, with spec* 
tacleado nose, conning oirer th6 newspapers 
to a circle of Tillage politicians, explaining 
miltiary twtns^ and aiding the comprehend 
aioai of his hearers by lines drawn on the 
gsmmd with the end of Ms rattan. On 
oilier occasions, he was surrounded by a 
bevy of school-boys^ whom he sometimes 
drilkd to the manual, and sometimes, with 
less approbation on the part of their pa* 
rentSy inHructed in the mystery of artifi- 
cial fire- works } for in the case of public 
re^idmgs, the seijeant was pyrotechnist 
(as the Encyclopedia calls it) to the village 
of 6ander8clei:^h. 

It Was in his morning walk that I most 
frequently met with the veteran. And I can 
hardly yet look upon the village footpath, 
'overshadowed by the row of lofty elms, 
without thinking I see his upright form ad* 
vanciiig towards me with measured step, 
axid his cane advanced, ready to pay me 
the military aalnte — but he is dead, and 
deiepa with his Ikithful Janet, under th)3 

VOL, III. 6 * 
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third of those very trees, counting from the 
stile at the west corner of the churchyards 
The delight which I had in Serjeant M^- 
Alpin's conversation, related not only to his 
own adventures, of which he had encoun- 
tered, many imthe course of a wandering 
life, but alsQ to his recollection of nuilke- 
rous Highland traditions, in which his youth 
had been instructed by his parents, and of 
which he would in after life have deemed 
it a kind of heresy to question tl!e authen- 
ticity. Many of these related to the wars 
of .Montrose, in which some of the scr- ' 
jeant's ancestry had, it seems, taken a di^ 
tinguished part. It has happened, that, al- 
though these civil commotions reflect the 
highest honour upon the Highlanders, being 
indeed the first occasion upon which they 
shewed themselves superior, or even equal, 
to their Lowcountry neighbours in military 
encounters, they have been less commemo- 
rated among there, than.one would have ex- 
pected, judging from the abundance of tra- 
dj^ons which they have preserved upon less 
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ifiieresting subjects. It was» therefore, with 
great pleasi^re^ that I extracted from my 
military friend some curious particulars re- 
lucting that tune; they are mixed with 
that measure of the wild and wonderful 
which belong to the periodt and the narra- 
tor» but which I do not in the least object 
to the reader treating with disbelief, pro* 
viding he will be so good as give implicit 
credit to the nsltural events of the story, 
whicl], like all those which I have had the 
honour to put under his notice, actually 
rest upon a basis of truth. 
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CHAPTER I. 

Such as do build their faith upon 
The holy text of pike and gun. 
Decide all contfoversles by 
Infallible artillery. 
And proYe their doctrine orthodox, 
By spoitolic blows and knocks. 

.'^ BUTLBR. 

Jt was during the period of that great and 
bloody Civil War which agitated Britain 
during the sixteenth century, that our taTe 
has its commencement. Scotland had as 
yet remained free from the ravages of in- 
testine war, although its inhabitants were 
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much divided in political opinions; and 
that many of them, tired of the controul of 
the Estates of Parliament, and disapproving 
of the bold measure which they had adopt- 
ed, by sending into England a large army 
to the assistance of the Parliament, were 
determined on their part to embrace the 
earliest opportunity of declaring for the 
King, and making such a diversion as should . 
at least compel the recall of General Les- 
lie's army out of lEngland, if it did not re- 
cover a great part of Scotland to the King's 
allegiance. This plan was chiefly adopted 
by the northern nobility, who had resisted 
with great obstinacy the adoption of the 
Solemn League and Covenant, and by many 
of the chiefs of the Highland clans, who 
conceived their interest and authority to 
be connected with' royalty, who had be- 
sides a decided aversion to the Presbyte- 
rian form of religion, and who, finally, 
were in that half savage state of society, in 
which war is always more welcome than 
peace. 
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. Great commotions were generally expect- 
ifid to arise from these concurrent causes ^ 
and the trade of incursion and depreda> 
jtion^ which the Scotch Highlanders at all 
tiroes e%&^ed upon the Liow Countriesy 
j^eg^an - to assume a n)ore steady, avowed, 
and systematic form, as part of a geKieral 
djoilitary system. 

V Those at the head of affitirs were not 
insensible to the peril of the moment, 
^nd anxiously, made preparations to meet 
and to repel it. They considered, how- 
jty&^ with satisfaction, that no leader or 
xtBin^ qf consequence had as yet appeared 
to 'assemble an army of royalists, or even 
iQ direct the effprts of those desultory 
bands, whom love of pluHder, perhaps, as 
much as political principle, had hurried in«> 
to measures of hostility. It was generally 
lioped that the quartering a sufficient num** 
ber of troops in the low countries adjacent 
to the Highland line, would have the effect 
of restraining the mountain chieftains ; 
while the power of various barons in the 
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aortli, who had espottsed the CovenMt, bb, 
for example, the Earl Mareschal, the great 
iaimlies of Forbes^ Ledie, and Irvine, the 
Grants, and other Presbyterian clans, might 
counterbalanee smd bridle, not onlj the 
atrengtfa of the Ogilvies and other cavdUera 
<^ Angus and Kincardine, but even the pa* 
tent family of the Gordons, iidiose exten^ 
sive authority was only equalled by their 
extreme dislike to the Presbyterian modeU 
In the West Highlands Ihe ruling party 
numbered many enemies ^ but the powet 
of these disaffected clans was supposed to 
be broken, and the spirit of their chieft 
tains intimidated, by the predominating 
influence of the Marquis of Argyle, upon 
whom the confidence of the Convention 
of £staies was reposed with the utmost 
security; and whose power in the High- 
lands, already exorbitant, had been still 
farther Increased by concessions extorted 
from the King at the last pacification. It 
was indeed well known that Argyle was 
a man rather of political enterprise than 



{ienoivid courage, wd better e»lcuUted to 
punag^. an intngiie of stale, than to cop* 
troul the tribe? of hostile moufitiaQeers j 
yet the numbers of h^ claot .and t)ie spirit 
of the gallapt gentlemen by vhom it .w^s 
jMf isugh^y it vfsfi Buppaoe^y atone for the 
pwipnal defidences of their ichief ; »o4 AS 
the Campjbells had ^r^ady sev^rf)^ hum* 
blediSever«l of^the ^eighboupringjtnbe^ jt 
pap supposed these would not readily agttn 
proi;oke an encounter with a body so 
powerful* 

Thus lifivi^g at their own command tl^ 
wftole west ajpd south of Scotland, uidiisipi^ 
tably ^ richest part of the kingdom ; Fi&i* 
4hir<e being in a peculiar manner their qwi^ 
^oid possessing maqy and powerful frj^p^s 
tf&i north of the Forth ud Tay, the Scptr 
tish Cofivevtion. of .l^tates e»ir ppi^aii^^ 
ftuffici^t to induce them to idter the li^ 
of poUcy they had adoptted^ or to recall 
i^m the assistance ef their, l^retbf en pf tbfl 
English PyV w pfip^ ; ibat MUttUa|y>rmj ^ 
tjv?enty thousand ffient Jby m^^iM ^ which 



154 TALES OF MT LANDLOBIK 

accession of strength the King's party had 
been reduced to the defensive when in fuH 
career of triumph and success. 

The causes which rooved the Conven- 
-tion of Estates at this time to take such an 
immc(}iate arid active interest in the chril 
war of England, are detailed in our histo*^ 
rito;, but may be here shortly recapitula- 
ted. They had indeed no new injury or 
aggression to complain of at the hand of the 
King, and the peace which had been made 
between Charles and his subjects of Scotr 
land had been carefully observed j but the 
Scottish rulers were well aware that this 
peace had been' extorted from the King, as 
well by the influence of the parliamentary 
party in England, as by the terror of their 
own arms. It is true, King Charles had 
since visited the capital of his ancient king- 
dom, had assented to the new organization 
of the church, and had distributed honours 
and rewards among the leaders df the party 
which bad shewn themselves most hostile 

to his interests ; but it was suspected that 
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d^tinctions so unwillingly conferred would 
1be resumed so soon as opportunity offered. 
The low state of the English Parliament 
was seen with deep apprehension, and it was 
concluded, that should Charles triumph by 
force of arms against his insurgent sub- 
jects of England, he would not be long in 
exacting from the Scotch the vengeance 
which he might suppose due to those who 
had set the example of taking up arms 
agi|tnst him. Such was the policy of the 
measure which dictated the sending the 
auxiliary army into England ; and it was 
avowed in a manifesto explanatory of their 
reasons for giving this timely and import- 
ant aid to the English Parliament. The 
English Parliament, they said, had been 
already friendly to them, and might be so 
again ; whereas the King, although he had 
so, lately established religion among them 
according to their desires, had given them 
no ground to confide in bis royal declara* 
tion, seeing they had found his promises 
and actions inconsistent with each other. 
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<< Our coDBCfenoe,'* they oonduded, ^ and 
God, who. is greater than our consctenee, 
beareth ua record, that vre aim altogether 
at the glory of God, .peace of both natioiiSi 
and honour of the king» in sappreasing wad 
punishing in a legal way, of those who are 
the troublers of Ismel, the .firebrands o€ 
hell, the Corahs, the Baalams, the D(mgi$, 
the Rabshakehs, the Hamans, the TobiahSf 
the Sanballats of our time ; whi^h doaey 
we are satisfied. Neither have we begiw 
to use a. military expedition to England aa 
a mean for compustng those our pioua 
ends, until all other means which we coidd 
think upon have failed us i and this alone 
is left to us, uUmum et unieum refkeditm^ 
the last and only remedy." 

Leaving it to casuists to determine wbe« 
thtt one contracting party is justified in 
breaking a solemn treaty, upon the suspi* 
cion that in c^ain future contingenctea it 
might be infrii^ed by the jother, we shall 
proceed to mention two other circumstao* 
ces which had at least equal isifluenee with 
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the Scottiih nitefs' find nfltion^ with any 
doidbtt frtj^tbey entertukied cflbtKing* 

The fifst of these wm the nature tnA 
condition of their ariny ; headed by a poor 
and discontented nobility, under whom It 
was officered chiefly bf Scottish soldiers of 
fOTtune, who had served in the German 
wars until they bad lost almost all distine* 
tion of political principle, and even of 
oMaitry,iin the adoption of the mercenary 
ilttthy that a soldier's principal duty was fide^ 
IHy to the state or sovereign from whom he 
received his pay, without respect either to 
the jmttee of the quarrd, or to their own 
omtneotion wiUi dth^ ci the contending 
parties. To men of this stamp, OMtms 
applies the severe character-i-iVtifiSaiii vita 
gmw egt improbimf quam earwn, quimmg 
€6M€B respe€tu meroede eMihi<?/f, miUtant 
To these mercenary soldiers^ as wefl m 
to the needy gmtry mth whom they wevt 
mixed in commttd, and wte eaaify im^ 
the same opinionj^ tihe succoa <tf 
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^e late short invasioD of Eoglibkl in 1641 
was a sufficient rea9on for renewing so pro* 
fit^ble an experiment The good pay and 
free quarte;rs of England had made a feel- 
ing impression upon the recollection -of 
tbeae military adventurers, and the prosF^ 
pect q{ again levying eight hundred and 
fifty pound a-day, came in place of all ar« 
gimientSf whether of sitate or of morality^. 

Another cause no less inflamed the miBite 
of; the nation at large, than the tpmptiiig 
prospect of the wealth of England anima^ 
ted the soldiery. So much had been, writ- 
ten, and said on either side concerning the 
fwm.of church government, that it had 
become a matter of infinitely more: eon- 
sequence in ^e eyes of the multitude than 
the doctrines of that gospel which both 
churches had embraced. The Frelatiats 
and Presbyterians of the more violent 
kind became as illiberal as the Papists, and 
would scarcely allow the possibility of sal- 
tation beyond the pale of their, respective 
churcbes. It was in vain remarked to these 
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JralotS) that had thd Audior of our holy 
leligion considered any peeuliac form, of 
church government as essential to salva- 
tion;^ it would have been revealed with the 
same precision as under the Old Testameat 
^pensation* Both parties, continued as 
violent as if they could have pleaded Jkb« 
distinct commands of Heaven to justify 
their intolerance. Laud, in the days of 
his domination, had fired the traini . by at^ 
tempting to impme upon the. Scottish peo* 
]^e church ceremonies foreign tQ their 
habits and opinions. The success with 
which this had been resisted^ and the Fi:es- 
byterian; model substituted in its place, 
had endeared the latter to the nation^.asthe 
cause in, which they had triumphed* Th* 
Solemn League and Covenant, adopted with 
such aeal by the greyer part of the king* 
dom, and by them forced, at theswortfs 
point, upon the others, bore in its . bosom, 
as its principal object, the establishing the 
4)octrineand discipline ctf the Presbyterian 
' church, and the putting down aU error and 
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fateresy i ancl having attained for their ixwn 
couotiy an establishment of this goUea 
candlestick, the Soots became liberally and 
fiatemally imxious to establish the same 
in En^and* This they cottceiiTied might bo 
easily attained by lending ta the Fariia- 
ment the effectual assistance of the Scot* 
tish forces. The Presbyterians, a^iumerouo 
and powerful party in the English Parlia-? 
ment, had bitfaerto taken the lead in oppt^ 
sttion to the King ; while thelhdepeadenta 
and other sectaries, who afterwards, undw 
Cromwell, resumed the power of the swoi^L 
and overset the Presbyterian model bioth in 
Scotland ^nd England,, were as yet conh 
tented to hirk under the shelter €if the 
wealtbier'and niore powerful party*. Zbe 
(Npospeet of bringing to a uniformity Che 
kingdoms of England 4iiid Scotland m di§^ 
eipline • and worships seeoMd therefore as* 
iM-as it was desirable* 

The celebrated Sir Henry Vase, ow^of 
the commksioners wfaoi iiqpociated theatti* 
anee^betwist EagfaoidiaauUSa^aDd, saw thft 
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force which this bait had upon the spirtts 
of those with whom be dealt } and aldiough 
himself a violent Independent, he contri- 
ved at once to gratify and to elude the ea- 
ger desires of the PresbyterianSi by qceJi- 
fy ing the obligatioih to reform the Church 
of England, as a change to be executed 
<< according to the word of God, and the 
best reformed churches/' Deceived by their 
own eagerness, themselves entertaining so 
doubts on the Jus Divmum of iheff owtt 
ecclesiastical establishments, and not hold* 
ii^ it possible such doubts oould be held 
by cabers, the Convention of Estates and 
the Kirk of Scotland conceived, that such 
expressions necessarily inferred the esta* 
blishment of Presbytery} nor were they 
undeceived^ until, when their help was no 
kmger needful, the sectaries gave them to 
understand, that the phrase might be as 
well applied to Independency, or any other 
mode of worship, which those who were at 
the bead of ^airs at the time might con^ 
^der as^ agre^ible ^' to the word of Ood, 
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and the practice of the reformed churches.'^ 
Neither were they lesa ftstumsii^d to fiad, 
fcfaftt the d^i^g^s of the English ^^ctafies 
struck against the monarchial constitution 
oi'BritaiD, it having been their intention 
to reduce the power of the king^ but by no 

* means to abrogate the office. They fared; 
however, in this respect, like rash physi- 
Giahs, who commence by over- physicking n 
pttienty until he is Teduced to a state of 
weakness^ from wliich copdials ^e after- 

' wards unable to recover him; ^ 
4- But these Events were yet in the wotftb 
ef futuH^. As yet the Scottish Parlia- 
th^fit ' held ' Hieir engagement with Eng- 
land c'oDsisteM with justicei prudence^ and 
I>iety, and theit military undertaking seem- 
fed to siicceed to their very wish. The 
junction of the Scottish army with those 
of Fairfax and Manchester, enabled the 
Parliamentary forces to besiege Yorkj and 
to fight the desperate action of Long- 
Marston Moor, in which Prince Rupert 
and the Marquis of Neiwcastle were de- 
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fentedi The Scottish auxiliaries, indeed, 
had less of the glory of this victory than 
their countrymen could desire. David 
Leslie, with their cavalry, fought bravely, 
and to them, as well as to Cromwell's bri* 
gadc of Independents, the honour of the 
day belonged 5 but the old Earl of Leven, 
the covenanting general, was driven out of 
the field by the iinpetuous charge of Prince 
Rupert, and was thirty miles distant, in 
full flight towards Scotland, when he was 
overtaken by the news that kis party had 
gained a complete victory. 

The absence of these troops, upon this 
crusade for the estaUishment of Presbyte- 
i^atiism in England, had considerably dimi^ 
nished the power of the Convention of 
Estates in Scotland, and had given rise to 
those agitations among the anti-c6venan- 
ters, which we have lioticed fit the begin- 
ning of this chapter. 
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CHAPTER II. 

Hifl mother could for him as cradle set 
Her faoslMind's rusty iron corselet ; 

Wlioeej«^gliBg aouad cmU hush h«r babe to rfttt 
That never plained of his upeasy nest ; 
Then did he dream of dreary wars at hand, 
And woke, and fought, and won, ere he could stand* 

Hall's jMlref. 

It was towards the close of a suiQiner's. 
ev^nifigy during the anxious period which 
ife have commeoMMrated, that a young g)Bn* 
tie mui of quality, weU mounted and armedf 
and accompanied by two servants, xme of 
whom led a sumpter horse, rode ^slowly up 
one of those steep passes^ by which the 
Highlands are accessiblelrom the JUowlradi 
ci Perthshire. Their course had lain for 
some time along the banks.of a lake, whose 
deep waters reflected the crimson beams of 
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Ae western sun. The broken path which 
they pursued with some difficulty, was in 
some places shaded by the ancient birches 
and oak-trees, and in others overhung by 
fragments of huge rock. Elsewhere^ the 
hilly which formed the northern side of this 
beautiful sheet of water, arose in steep, but 
less precipitous acclivity, and was arrayed 
in heath of the darkest purple. In present 
times, a scene so romantic would have been 
judged to possess the highest charms for 
the traveller ; but those who journey in 
days of doubt and dread, pay Httle atten- 
tion to picturesque scenery. 

Ihe master kept, as often as the wood 
petmitted, abreast of one or both of his 
domestics, and seemed earnestly to con- 
verse, with ihem» probably because the dis- 
tinctions of rank are readily set aside 
among those who are made to be sharers 
of common danger. The dispositions of 
the leading men who inhabited this wild 
country, and the probability of their taking 
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part in the political convulsions that were 
toon expected, were the subjects of their 
conversation. 

They had not advanced abdve halfway 
up the lake, and the young. gentleman was 
pointing to his attendants the spot where 
tJieir intended road turned northwards, 
and leaving the verge of the loch, ascended 
a ravine to the right-hand, when they dis- 
covered a single horseman coming down 
the shore, as if to meet them. The gleam 
of the sun*beams upon his head-piece and 
corslet showed that he was in armour, and 
the purpose of the other travellers required, 
that he should not pass unquestioned. ** We 
must know who he is,'' said the young gen- 
tleiQan, ** and whither he is going:" And 
putting spurs to his horse, he rode forward 
as fa^t . as the rugged state of the road 
would permit, followed by bis two attend- 
ants, until he reached the point where the 
road along the side of the lake was inter- 
sected by that which descended from the 
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ravine, securing thus against the possibility 
of the stranger eluding them, by turning 
into the latter road before they came up 
with him. 

The single horseman had mended his 
pace, \vhen he first observed the three rk 
ders advance rapidly towards him ; but 
when he saw them halt and form a front, 
which completely occupied the path, he 
checked his horse, and advanced with great 
deliberation ; so that each party had an ap^ 
portunity to take a full survey of each other. 
The solitary stranger was mounted upon 
an able horse, fit for military service, and 
for the great weight which he had to carry, 
and his rider occupied his demipique, or 
war-saddle, with an air that showed it was 
bis familiar seat. He had a bright but* 
nished head-piece, with a plume of fe». 
thers, together with a cuirass, thick enough 
to resist a musket-ball, with a back-piece 
of lighter materials. These defei^sive arms 
he wore over a bufi^jerkin, along with a pair 
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of gauntlets or steei*gloves» the iopi. of 
whkh reached up to his elbow, and which, 
l|ke'tbe re$t of his armour, were of brighti 
steel. At the front of his military saddle 
hung a case of pistols, far beyond the ordi- 
nary, size, nearly two feet in lengthy and. 
carrying bullets of twenty to the pouad* 
A bufl^belty with a broad silver buckle^, 
sustained on one side a long straight doo* 
ble*edged broad-sword, with a strong guards 
apd a blade calculated either to strike or. 
push. On thei right side bung a. dagger of 
about e^teen inches^ in length; a shoul-*: 
der-belt sustained at his back a musquettoon 
or bhmderbuss» and was crossed by a ban^ 
delier containing his charges of amsHini- 
tion» Thigh-pieces of steel, then termed 
taslets, met the tops of his huge jack-boots, 
-and completed the equipage of a well*arm«. 
ed trooper of the period. 

The appearance of the horseman him-> 
self concesponded well with his military 

e^fuipage, to which he bad the air of havii]^. 

6 
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been loti^ iitured. He vr^s above the oiUk 
die site^ and of strength Mfficient to bear 
with ease the weight of his weapons^ Bfkm^ 
aire a^d d^^^ive. His age might be forty 
aud upwards, 9nd his Gonntenitnce wiA 
ihiit of a resolute weather-beaten veteinn, 
whfo had seen many ^elds, and bco^it 
iiway In token more than driesc^r. At 
tbe distance of about thirty yards he haltn 
ed and ttood fast^ raised htmsdff on hh 
Itlrrups, ^ if to reconiloitre and aM6)rtaia 
Uie purpose of the opposite party, atid 
brought his musquettodii undl^r his right 
irmi ready for use,, if occasion should 're- 
qmre It, In every thing but nUmber^, bfj 
had the advanta^ of those who 8eetiie4 
indiridd to interrupt his pabiage, . ' ' 

The leader of the party was, ifideed^ 
w^r mounted andf dad in a buff-cOatt'rich. 
ly embroidered, the half^ military drelS'Olf 
the period; but bis domeislicsr bad Quly 
coaris^ jackets of a thigk fett, which could 
aearee be expected to turn' the edge of a 

Vol, hi. h / 
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8WMd, if widdtd by ft titr^Ki^ wui| aMl 
mne of tfaemlNu} atij tN»af>ons, asMn^iswoi^ 
and pistok^ without whidi geii||«ttav iir 
their attendants, during tbofe distmiNd 
tildes, seklom stirred abroad. 

When dNy bad stood at^gaae to about 
a minute, Uie younger gontlmnMi gave the 
e&alleage which was then common in the 
mouth of all strangers vAko vsmt in s^ph 
eiteumstances-— ^^ Fw wimta aie youP 

^ Tell tne fiist," answered Ae soldiar, 
^ for whom are you ?-^the strcmgest pai^ 
should speak first" 

«« Wo are ibr Ood and King C3iarl«i^'' 
answered die fimk t^eaker-^^Ndw tdl your 
faction, you know oufs ?^ 

<M am ibr God and my standard," «i- 
swered the single horsemsn. 

^ And for which stamdanl f' replied tlie 
&di€ of the other pavty~<^ €a?ali«r or 
Roundhead, 'Kif^ or Gonventioiif^ 

« By my troti^ sir," answered-the saMidrt 
^ I wodld be kitfi to reply to yon witb an 
I, asatim^itinbecosaiaga^oaMlier 



fom-jgfxvty iriih imtemugg iwftciljr^ k is 
seraMyrgr I ehundii «)fMif haire iqiolved^ to 
^i^tiik ctf tiie |ff€iHH divinwi of the kiiif. 
4am I shall utimMy ac^iiM^ bwig a 
BiatteR whttcmi my woind i» not a» yel-im* 
CMflcii^; aaocftemfidt^ . . 

'^ 1 9h«ihl haro tlwu^t»" wswcted the 
geatlmiiaof <* tliat, when krfal^ aod ndi* 
gioii aif^ at itakfv QO gailimm or mftn 
^ honeur ooold* be Img m cb«wig his 

«< Truly^ sir^'' replied the troopert ^ if 
3^ npeik ^bm m the way ef viiupecatioiit 
ae lajaniiiS to Ttipign oay henotti or gta;^* 
teelityi I would blythdy put the same to 
i«0U9» veotuiii^ in ^t quairrel with my sin- 
gle person againit yea three# But if you 
Sl^^a)^ it^in ttie 11^ ef l«g^ ratiockuitioDt 
Trh^i JttTO studied m tty youth at .the 
MarescJial^Ckti^ge of Aberd^o^ lam^raady 
to pfove to yekgkir that my leldu^km to 
delbr^ €»r a oertein seasim, tho taking u|^ 
aiiimcr either of these qpianeb, not m^ be* 
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'(k()m^ trie as a gentletnah and a liiaki df 

< - 

hotioiif y but also as a* person of senK mA 
j>fudcn<5e, Kjne imbued wkh hnnaane let- 
,ters in his early youth, atid ivho, fftwli 
thdneefiDrvTard, has followed th'e wars' ufn^ 
der.the banner of the iaviheible Gnstavu^ 
the Lion of the Nortfcj an^ under many 
dther heroic leaders, both Ijutherari and 
Calvifiist, Papist atld Arminian.'t ' : 

Aff€^ exehaiigihg a word or t^d wilSl 
his domestics, the younger getitleman re- 
plied, ^ I should be glad, sir, to have sonWb 
6ofiversafton with you upon so interesting 
a question, and should -be proud if lean 
determine ybu in favd^ of the causft I 
have myself espoused. I ride this ewnin^ 
to a iriend's house not 4hree miles distiitr^^, 
i^hither, if you chilse to ^K:company me, 
30^ tshall fasn^ good qua^el's for ihe^ nigM, 
and free p^misBioii to take your own roail^ 
Hi the'itioroing, if you then^^l nd inck- 
isation to join with ufs.". 
• *^ Whose word am I to talce-fbr thisF* 
annvered the^ camtipirs tM)ldi^r«~<« A^^ium 
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iDuifc^lHiow 'iiis giHifwilfc^ or, be amff^ 

^ I am caUed/' answered the yoiu^er 
MMnger/ «< tbe £arl of Menteithi andi^ I 
trusty yoii wfll receive my hoa^Hip ecf a $a£- 
ficteot security.^' 

• . f*. A woi*tIiy> noblemai;^*'* aqsv^red thm 
atjdier, ^* whjose parole is not to b^ doubt* 
ed.** With one motion he replaced bis 
«nM({uettoon Jit his bacl^ , ai^ iwith aiiother 
fiade.hts militaiy salute to the y<mi\g no- 
Wem«ii> and continuing to ta}k as he rode 
Ibrwftfd to join him-<^<< Andy I tra$t>" said 
licit *^ my own as^rjy^e, that I- will <hje 
bm wnm^tOi^tpuM lofdship in fi^aee ar. 
in pfrriV during the tim^ we shall abiite 
tQgetbert will not be altogether viKpead- 
ed in theise doubtful times,. when» s|a |tv(y 
s^y, a. map's head is ^afer 19 ^ steelrc^p 
^an in a qfiHrbJe palace*'!. . 

•M assurp you, . sir,'!; ^id Lord , Mw^ 
teith» <! that, to judgp f^oin your appear-^ 
imce> I most highly, value t^e.adtantage 
^tyour, escft^l ; hut, I itmU, we ahali have 



no' oeuMm fbr ttiy esiereise of vfiidur^ as 
I expect to conduct ytm to goo# aiiS 
fHeAtilj quartas." 

* Good qmrters, mjr lord,* replied the 
soldier, *< we alw^rps acceptable, and are 
only to be postponed to good pay or good 
booty; not to mention the honour of a ca- 
Tjdler, or the needful pmnts of command-' 
ed duty* And truly, my lord, your nobl& 
prdflbr is not tite less welcoifie, in t%at t 
knew, not ^irecfeesdiy this night Where t 
and my poor companion (patting his horse) 
were to find lo^^gmehtSit'^ ' 

'< May I be permitted to ask, then,** 
said Lord Mbnteith^ «^ to'^hom I have fire 
^ood fcHTtune to stand quarter-master ?* 

«s Truly, tny lord,** said the i;rooper^ 
«* nty name is Dalgetty— Dugald Ihdgfetty, 
ntt-mastdr DugaM Balgetty^ of Dram- 
tfawiBtcket, at your honourable service to 
command. If is a name you may have 
seen in OoBoSelgicua^ Htkt Stioedish Intel-' 
n^encert tn; if yon read High-Dutch, ill 
the FH^eni^ Mercew of Leipsic. My 



« 

"^jfathwymy ktfd, having byuntbri^ oounet 
reduc^ed a fair patrimoiiy to a iioneDtity» 
I had no better shifty when I wag ei^^teen 
yiCV^ i^uldr than to carry the learning yAilk 
lba4 acquired at the Mareschal^CoU^gt 
of Aberdeen, my gentle bluid and detig^ 
nation of DrumthwadLet^ together with a 
pair of fitalwarth arms, and J^ confom^ 
to the Grermau wars, there, to push my 
v$hy as a cavalier of fortune. My lordi 
niy legs and arms stood me in more stead 
tliaa either, my gentle kin or my booi&. 
lear, and I found myself iraifing a pike 
as a private gentleman upder old Sm Lib- 
dovJck Leslicy lAere X learned the mles 
o' service sae tightly, that I will not fidget 
them in a horry. Sir, I have been nmde to 
Btand guard eight hours, being from twelve 
at noon to ei|^ o'clock of the nif^ at 
the palace, * armed with hick and breast^ 
head^piece and bracelets^ being iron to^tlie 
teeth, in a bitter* frost, atid the ice was as 
hard j» ei^r wM flint ) and aU for Hopping 
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an ibkUmtito speak to my landlady, ^heii 
•I should have gone to folK call.'' 
J '**l'Arid doubtless, sir,'* replied Lord Men* 
teith^ ** you have gone through some hqt 
senricfef as weH as this sam^ cold duty yon 
talk of r 

/ ** Surely, my lord, it ^ doth not becdme 
jliie to speak ; but he. that hath seen tiie 
fields of Lefpsic and of Lutzen; may be 
said to have seen pitched babtles. And 
tee vrho hath witnessed the intaking of 
Fhinkfort, and Spanheimi aud Nurember^^ 
and so forth, should know something aboqt 
leagtttrsi storms, onslaughts and out&Us.^ 
'^f But your merit, sili atkl ex{)eriett<^^ 
were, doubtless, foUow^^d by promotion.** . 
i ** It came slow, my lord, dooms slow,'* 
replied Dalgetty ; *• but as my IScoJttish 
countrymen, the fathers of the war, and 
the raisers of those valorous; ^Scottish re* 
gimeats that were the dre^d of Oermai^ 
began to fall pretty thidt, what with pesti« 
lettce siid ivhat with the swords why wei 



jUieir children, succeede4 to their inberit* 

ance. Sir, I was six years first {n^ii^tt 

gefUleman of the ooffi{Miny, and three j^eai^ 

lance-:Speisad&; disdaining ta receive a hal- 

bert, as unbecoming my birth. Whereforie 

I waa ultimately promoted to \>e. a fahn- 

^dfogger^as the; High Dutch call if^ (which 

^aignifies an ancient) in the King's Leif JQ^c- 

jgiment of Black- ^orse, and thereafter! 

.arQse ^ be lieutennant and ritt- master, am- 

der th^^t inviif'cible monarchy, the bulwark 

qf the Protestant, faith, .|he Lion of thr 

North, the tejrrpr of Austri^. Gustav^a tli/e 

victorious/' 

•♦ Ahd yet, if I ^understand you. Captain 
l)algeUy, — I think that rank corresponds 
with your foreign titj[e of ritt-master,-r-— '^ 
' " The same grade preceesely," aqswec 
^ed Dalgetty ; << ritt-master signifyjing, . \i- 
ttfally file4eader/' 

♦* I was pbserving," continued, Lord 
Menteith, >«^ that, if I understood you 
right, you had lefl the service of tl^s great 
Prince^'V 

H si 
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*<It WHS after his dedtb-<'-it was ktlU: 
hi. a..*, sir.- «« D^getty. . -he*.;* 
was in ho shape bound to crnitihue minte 
Hdherence. 'I^ieire are things, my loird, ^ 
that service, that cannot but go against tKb 
stomach of any cavalier of honour. ''Ill 
especial, albeit the pay be none of ttie 
most superabundant, being only abotit itib^- 
ty dollars a month to a ritt-mitster, yA 
the invincible Gustavus neter patd^ laboVt 
one-third of that sum, whilk was disM- 
buted monthly by way df loan ; altKouglf, 
when justly cbnsidered, it wais, in fact; 'a 
borrowing by that great monardi of the 
additional two-thirds w^ich were due' ih 
the soldien And I have seen some whole 
regiments of Dutch and fiolsteiners ' tnti- 
tiny on the field of battle, like btee scul- 
lions, crying out Gelt, gelt, signifying their 
desire of pay, instead of falling to \jloi(k 
like our noble Scotch blades, who ever 
disdained, my ford, postponing of Hohorar 
to filthy lucre.** 

<< But were not these arrears,'' 
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llcttteitfa, ^« paid to the mAdiery at iome 
alaited period r 

«< My loid;' said Dalgetty, ^ I take it 
Qtk tfgf cmuctencey that mX no pmod, and 
by iio pOBsible proeeaa* could one creutzer 
of theoi ever be recovered. I myself never 
Gfaw t^en^ dollars of my own-all the time 
I served the invincible Gustavus; unless it 
wa3 fromi the chance of a storm » or vic- 
Ijory* or the fetching in some town^ or 
dporpt wh«s a cavalier of fortune, who 
koawa the usage of wars, seldom faileth to 
mrise^ome^mall profit." 
r ^ I begin rather to wonder, sir/' isaid 
IxNrd Mentettb, ^* that you should have 
eoatinued so long in the Swedish servicCt 
than that you should have ultimately with- 
drawn from iU" 

^ Neither I should^'* answered the ritt- 
master ; *\ but that great leader, captait^ 
and king, the Lion of the North, and the 
bulwark of the Protestant faith, had a 
way of winning battles, taking towns, over- 
nUMM^ oountdes^ and levying contribu* 



4i«n% vhilk: iiQMlt hit.stKme Umi^liiilf 
ddecUble to dU trme^hred' traisaltef&ifibp 
fc^wjthe nobie praftssiim o^afa)& Siti|* 
plc: as I ride here» my lorc}>. Lbxm m^H^ 
mmmw^^ the whd^ atift of Dttukleapif 1 
<>n the %J0H9fit Bl^toe, occupy ii^; rtbe-Bab* 
grfiv&'3 pdlfiQt, coQwteing his chfok^^wioii 
,with my C9i»radd8» (^Uingin qontribKtioQflh 
jirquifijtiaQJS} and cad^acs, and i^ot faili»g\to 
.i^I^.Biy, fipgefHt as beoftme a good) coqIl* 
3ut truly all this glory. hastened to d€ca|r» 
^ftf^r our gr^t master had been sbofc with 
three bullets on the.fiield of iMl^en $ whifs- 
fore, findi|ig that Fortune had (Changed 
$id€^f ' that .the bof rowings and tlbndijigl^ 
^went on as. before out of our {Jay, ;iijitie 
t^e caduacs and casualties were ail cut. off 
I e^en gave up my commissiOQ^ and i/Mk 
serytQp with Wailenstein ii^ VlTalter :Ektt)ti^s 
Jfish regimen U"* - ■■,:■ 

:. ^V Apd niay I bi^g to hiiQW;0| you,?^ mA 
JLord ]V|e)9tfith» apparently intti^ottbed in 
the adventures of this soldier of fortuM^ 
<> how you liked this t^imgfi f^npapMiifl^ 
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ju w— nil or AfMtiitwe. J$| 

: «« Jndiffareot:weU,'* lAid the Cttptefa^ 

M ^^y mdH&Knt wtU* i caiMiot say fchldt 

«lthe £mp«0or paid muojv better tlmntli^ 

great GusiaVus. F^r hard kaod^ we .h^d 

. fifx^y of them* I wa» often obiigtod to rdn 

ihy^head lagjaHist niy oid^qiiMOtantreSt th« 

Swedish fetifaer$» wliilk yoiir honour aunt 

^cooectve to be doubk^pdinted atakes» shod 

^nntk iron at eacb end* and planted before 

the sqtiad of pikes to prevent an infall of 

the cayi^lry*c The wbilk Swedish feMbers, 

although they took gay to th^eye, re9fei(tt«» 

hta^ the i»bFubsr or leaser trees of an fbrest, 

«9 the puisaant pikes, arranged in battalia 

jt3«lund theoia correspond to. the tall pinei 

riheseoff^ yet, neveribelesSy are not ahog9- 

tber so soft to encounter as the plumage 

ioC t goose; Howbek, in despite :of heavy 

btows and light p£|y, a eavalter of .j^rCune 

may thrive indifferently well in the iiope- 

jrWd service, in respect bis pri^te casualties 

«iire nothjog so cloiely looked to as^ by tbe 

^tiiede } aad so that an offieeir^id his duty 

jM^.tboi^ fieldi »^v Wallenstein nor Bspr 
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^miMim% Utr told Ti)iyb9fym «h6«b ^v«)Mi 
nkdiy l^M to the objutgatipm ^ boral; 
or bittgliers ugaiMt %ny comvamnAttOf sA^ 
dMoliy «^0n tkeif cbftMed to be4npsiiBNiH]«^ 
d&mify ^loriK So that m expwienced cori 
vttiwy knoimig how to lay^ m ow Seotiqi^; 
phmw nu^ ^ the head of the aow to the tail;^ 
of the gf icf^' migfat got oat of ^0 eoootj^;. 
tile piy whitk lie eoiddnot ohtaiii frooi tjh^ 
omipeMv* 

' ^ With a fipfll haad» Wp dou^tlett, and 
with iiMofMty' ami I^rd MeiUeitk 

^ Indobitai^t my lord)** answered J)al«- 
gettyi cooiposedly $ *^ lor it would be 
do»bly di^iaceful ^ any soldado of iwl^ 
to have bif Bame called in querttoniforwiy, 
petty delinquency.'' . 

<^ And pftiy^ «r/' continued Lord Men- 
tcfith) jl^ what made you leave to gainful a 
awvtee??. * • ^ 

^< Why* truly, siri" answered the 80I-* 
dier, «< an Imh cayidier» calted 0'^iih» 
ligmjf being imi^or of our regimenty and 
I^ha^^ liml woids with him the nigbt 



\it)h»t, impettitug tike wiHth atad' pfeea 
ddilce of our ieveral nations, it pleased 
faim the' nest day to defiver'bis wders to* 
flite Willi the pi»i]ftt of hk battoon advanced 
mid lield aloc^, instoad o# decUning and 
tttffiifig tile saffiei as is the Ikshion from a 
cotrrteduS' eommantMng officer towards hts 
espial itt rank, thoiigh, it may be, his idfe* 
rior in miHtarj grade. Upon this quarrel^ 
sir, we fought in private rencontre ; and 
sis,* in the perquisitions which flowed; it 

* 

pleased Walter Butler, t)ur Obers^ or ccAo^ 
nel, 40 give the lighter punishtnent tor his 
^>Untryman and the header to me, where- 
upon iB-stomachipg such partiality, J ex- 
cban^d' my comoaission fyt one under the 
Spaniard/' 

« J hope yoti found youri^ better off 
by ' the change f^ staid' Lord Mtenteith. 

«« l^ good sooth,'' answered the Rlttk 
inaster, *^ I had but' little to complin df. 
9he pay was somewhat regular, l^ing ftn^ 
nished by the rich Flemings and WaUoons 
df tte Low Cduatrjr. Ibe <|aart(bi» wert 
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excellent } . the good wheaten loaves of ;th^ 
Flemings wei^e better tUan the Pxovant ryp- 
bread of^the Swede, and llhenish wine was 
inore plenty with us than ever I saw the 
black beer of Bostock in Gustavus's camjp. 
Service there: was none, duty there wsiy 
pttle ; and^that little we might do, or leav^ 
undone* at^ our p!ea$uj:e ; : an exc^Ient re«. 
irement f#r a cavalier, somewhat weary of 
"field aad leaguer,, who had purchased witljt 
his blood as much hpnour as might serve 
His turn,« and was 4<^irous of a Jjtde ease 
and good living**' ^ ^ 

^^ And may I ask,*^ said Lord Menteithi 
•^ why you. Captain, being, ^s I suppose, 
in the situatioa you describe, retired from 
the Spanish service also ?" 
• " You aP€ to consider,, my lord,, that your 
Spaniard,'' replied Captain- Dalgetty,,^* is a 
per^n aJtogethej; unparalleled in his own 
conceit, wherethrough. h§ make|h not fitacj 
coant of such foreign cavaliers of valour ad* 
are pleased to take service with him. And a 

failing thit^ it is to every hopourabi* sot- 

7 
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dado to be put aside, and^postponred, and 
obliged to yield prefcreoce to every puffing 
&ignior, who, were, it the- qaestioir which 
should first mount a breadi at pushof ptke^ 
might be. apt to yield willing plaCe tor a 
Scottish cavalier. Moreover, sir^ I was 
|)rtcked in conscience respecting a matteif 
jof religion.** ' : 

. <* I should not hav^ tli<wight» Captain 
Dalgetty^ that an old soldier, whd had 
changed service so oftCDt would have bee^ 
too scrupulous on that bead." 

" No more I ain^ my k)rd,'^ said the Cap* 
tain, « since I hold it to be the duty of the 
ehaplain of the regiment to settle those mat- 
ters for mci and e^ery other brave cavalieri 
inasmuch as he does nothing else ihatl'knaw 
for his pay and aUowauQes, But, this was 
a particular case, my lord, a cosm imprth 
visuSf^ as I may ^y, jo wbilk I had no chap- 
lain of my own persuasion to act as my 
adviser* I found, in short, that although 
my being a Protestant might be winked at, 
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in respect that I wu a man of aetton, knA 
had more experience than all the Dons In 
our Urtia pat together, yel^ when in gank^ 
son, it WB% expected I should go to masi^ 
widi ibe t^nient. Now, tnj lord, as # 
true Scottish man, and edocated at^the Mi^ 
urachal College of Aberdeen, I was hound 
to uphold the mass to be an act t>f blinded 
pepistiy and utter idc^try, whUk I was aLT 
fi^ther unwilling to homologate by my 
ptesence. True it is, that I consulted on 
the point with a worthy covintfymaa of mf 
ofTo^ one l^ither I^tflid^ of tlie Scdtl&sh 
C^onveirt in Wutt^brng'^^^'^^-^ 

^ And I liope,** observed Lord Menteitfi} 
^ joa obtwied a dear opink>n from the 
ghostly father f^ 

* As clear as it could be,** replied Cap« 
tain Dalgetty, ^ considering we had drank 
six flasks of Rhenish, and about two mutely 
kins of Kirdjen-Wasser. Father Fatsides in^ 
formed me, that, as nearly as he could judge* 
for a heretic like myself it signified nor 



lAllsh wMtiMT X wrat to mus w not, let^ 
ing oiy eterhtl peiditioa wu tigaed aosd 
Wildd «| mfnim^ in retp^^ «€ my impe> 
viM)i^ and obdmmte fienetrortnce in my 
4^wmBbkQ faecesy^ . Being, discoaragod by 
tt^ rcapMise^ I applied to a Dutch pastor 
a£ the J^foroied cburclH wha told me, bf 
tjbMgiM: Imi^laidbUy go to miiiSy in re^ 
ipectr tbat the {m>p)iet permitted Naaman, 
a. aridity man ctf valour and an hotioura- 
ble Bsmlms QiSfm$ ixyfcXLam Ma matter 
w$o the house of Rimmon, a false godi ^ 
i4iA to»wh«i^ be bad Vcnmd service, $nd 
to bow dovn when the bisg was leaning 
i9imAis:band« Ba6 neitfier \im thia aa^ 
suror satisfaetory to me; bath becaMe there 
was an linca difference between an anoint^ 
ed JKiag o^ Syrm and our Spamah colonel^ 
n^m I CDuld have blown away like the 
peeling pf an kigan, %wiA chiefly becattse I 
could not find the ttung was r^mred of 
me't^wiiy of the artidea of war ; neither 
waa I j^naftred any coMtderakiaa^ either 
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in perqntstte or pay, £br the wfoiig IiiiSgitC 
tiw^bjr do to my coBs^ience." 

*^ So you again changtd your mr?leo iV 
8aid Lord Menteitb. 

<* Iq, ti0th did I, my lord $. aad aliber tif* 
ing for a aho£t time two or Uiree otbtf 
piOwen* Tl eveo took on &m a time \feitli 
tiieii^ High Mt^tiDe8ses.tfae SUtas e^ Jfab 

>^ Ai^ how didsthetv aervice jnn^with 
your humour ?^ againi demanded his.cojkit 
|ianion# i»:rn 

. »0\ my lord,'' aaid the edkiieit Jn^A 
Boct of enthusiaim^ << their ibeha^tour ott 
pay-<lay night be a« pattern to All JE uiipt 
•«»&o borrowings, iK>«itiidingt«.ii0 QflbBl% 
no, arrearst-raU balanced and paid i^ « 
btnlkei 's book* The quarters, too,, are. ex> 
^l«9t, and the aUowanisea uucKaUengi^ 
able; but th^n, )ir». they are.a;|>r€K(iiea(i 
ycrupuloiiis people, and, will atlowsjUdthiiv 
for pec^admoes., jSk), t|iat if; a botr ^omr 
fiimf Qf.4 broke^h^^id^cor ateei^ltr of ja 



^hiskmtcm;w^ih wedeh does but nqnudie 
loud enough to be heard ilmw htr brea^, 
nsoMier of honour shall 'be draped, hot 
before hi^own cotirt*mart]i(I» who can be^ 
34%e^ of und punish his demerits, but be- 
Ibre a bt»t m^chknical biii^go^-tnaster, who 
AM menace hkn vntb the iaep-bouae, the 
easdt and what no% as if he were one of 
their own mean, anxphibiousi twenty-bree^ 
ed boors. So, not being able to dwel. 
ionger among these ungrateful plebeians, 
who, altlieugh unable to defend themselves 
by their proper strength, wiH nevertheless 
allow t^e noble foreign cavalier who en« 
{^es with them nothing beyond his dry 
wages, which no honourable spirit will put 
in competition with a liberal Rcence and 
honourable countenance, I resolved to leave 
the service of the Mynheers. And hearing 
M this time, to my exceeding satisfaction, 
that there is something to be doing this 
summer in my way in this my dear native 
iMuntry, i am come hither^ as they say, 
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like a beggar to a bridal» in orda* to giire 
niy loving oountiymen the advantage of 
^at experience which I have acquired in 
fiifeign {>art& So jour ^hifdship has an ont- 
lioe ci my brief stiny, exceptii^ these {Mi» 
aiges of action in the field, in leaguettfi 
storms^andoasiaagktSyiiphilkirottld be wea- 
risome to narrate, smd nigbt, peradfiM. 
ture, better befit any other tongue than 
mme own.^ 



« 



A.uaw) Of tmamoau m|1 



CHAPTER m. 

F<» pleas ofrij^ let stateqQun ns ihdr hei^ 
Battle's my busuiesB, and my gilieidoD \kead ; 
And, with the sworded Switier, I can say, 
Ike )bM ef eanssB ill tftt heU of pay. 

Boimfe. 



The difficulty and oarrownen of the 
mad had by this time become such as to 
iatemipt the conyersatioii of the travel- 
hs% and Lord Menteith^ reining back his 
horsCy held a moments private conversa- 
tion with his domestics. The Captain^ who 
now led 'the van of the party» after aibout 
a quarter of a mile^s slow and toilsome ad- 
vance up a broken and rugged ascentt 
emerged into an upland valley^ to which a 
mountain stream acted as draii^ and a£> 
fiirded sufficient room upon its greensward 
banks for the travellers to pursue their 
journey in a more social manner. 



Lord Menteith accordingly resumed the 
conveitatioiH which had been interrupted 
by the diffiqulties of the way, «* I should 
hare thought,'* said he to Captain Dalget* 
ty, *« that a cavalier of your honourable 
mark»' ^ho hath so iong followed the va- 
liant King of Sweden, and entertains such" 
a suitable contempt for the blise mecha^ 
nical States of Holland, would not have 
hesitated to embrace the cause of King 
Charles, in preference to that of the Idw- 
bem, roui^headed, canting tnaves wlfo 
are in rebellion ftgainst his authorify.'* 

" Ye speak reasonabl)^ itiy lord,*' said' 
Dalgetty, •• and, cieteris paribus, I inight 
be tiMluced to see the matter in the iame 
Kglit. 'But, my Jord, there is a southern 
jproverb,-^£ne words butter no parsnip! 
I have heard erioogh since I came here,'fo 
satisfy me that a cavalier of honour is free* 
to tiAe awy party in this civil emteroifmelftt 
whUk he may find most convenient for Ifis 
own {>6culian ^ Loyalty is your p8ss-trl>i'd,' 
iny lord]— ^Liberty, roars another 'irhl^ld 
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^mrtbeollier side of tbeiMmtii^wthe Kiog^ 
shouts oQe*-^e Parlianeat, roaiB aaotiMf 
•^Mofitrose foriBvar» cms Donald, waving 
l|is430]raet^^Arg34&aad L^fen^cfiesasqalh- 
q^nofty Satundera, vapooriog with bis hat 
and feather. Fight for Ihe bishops/ says a 
priesli with his gown aod rodiet-^Stand 
i^pot for the Ichrk, cries a mimster^ in a Qe* 
s^VA^ap and band.— GK>od watch* words di 
-<i-^xcellent watch- words. Whiik eause is 
Che best' I cannot say. But sure am I that 
I 'have fouglft^ knei^-de^p iuv blood many « 
day for one that was ten tlegreea wi»rse thaH) 
tike, worst of them aV* 

*' And pray. Captain Dalgetty," said bis 
l«^rddhip, " since the pretensions of both 
parties seem to you so equal, wiU you 
please to inform us by wliat cireumstauew 
your preference will be determitlied ?" - 

<* Simply upon two considemtionfl^ my- 
lord," answered the soldier. . <^ Beiog, firsts 
OB wb^qh.side my services would be in mMt 
honourable requ^t: — And, secfondly, whilk 

voL,rii* I 
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A a <^f«|]flry>of.the £rst» .on /wiiilk pasty 
they are likely, to be most gratefoUy reqiii- 
ted. Andy to deal plainly with you, my 
lord, my opinion at present doth on both 
points rather incline to the side of the Far*- 
liameaL" 

<< Yourrea8oniBi» if you please,'' said X^ord 
Menteith, <* and perhaps I miay^ be able to 
meet them with others which are^ more 
powerfid.'^ 

^'Sir^ I shall be ammiable to. reason/ 
said CaptMn Dalgetty, /< supposing it ad* 
dresses itself to my hosM>ur and my. into*, 
rest Weil, then, my Iprd, here is a sort o£ 
Highland host assetnbled, or expectt^d to 
assemble, in these wild bills, in the King'a! 
behalf. Now, sir, yon know the nature of* 
our Highlanders. I will not deny them to be 
a people stout in body and valiant in heaft, 
and courageous. enough in their own wild 
wayof ^hting, yvbich is q$ remote from the' 
usages apd disciplines of war as ever waa 
that of the ancient Scythians, or of ti^salr . 
vage Indians of America that now. is, Tbey 



had^eote sae mickle as a German whistle^ or 
a dnini) to beat a ilnarch, an alarm, a charge, 
a retreat, a reveillee» or the taittoo, or any 
other point Of war ; and their damnaMe 
skiiiitt' pipes, whilk they thetnseives pre- 
tend to understand, are as uniBtelligiUe to 
the ears of anjr eavaliero accustomed to ci- 
viiiised warfare. So that, were I under ta- 
kiiig to discipline such a breechless mob, 
it were impossible For me to be understood ; 
anid^ if I werfe tinderstood, judge ye, my 
lord, what dhance I had of being obeyed 
amdng a band of half salvages, vfho are ac- 
cuMomed to pay to their own lairds and 
chiefs, allenarly, that respect and obedience 
wbilk ought to be paid to commis^onttte 
oflSeers. If I were teaching thefn to form 
battalia by extracting the square rotrt;, that 
is, by forming your square battalio\of eqn&l 
number of men of rank and file, correspond- 
ing to the square root of the full number 
prei^nt, what return could I expect for com- 
mumcatingthis goldeii secret of tmlitary tac- 
tic, except it may be a dirk in my wame, on 

:; 11 



}96> TAIJI6 4IS MY Xi^)l9MM(^l 



** 



placi&g^meM^Alister Mdre, D^^^Shepieii q^ 
Capp-eriae, in tl>e flank or r^ar, wh|9m J|e 
olnimeU tp be in the van P—Trqlyt ,¥?«ll 
saitb holy ^rit, fif^yc cast pe^ls befot^ 
3winej^tbef will tiirn agai^ and rend ^ye^Y! 
. ^^ i bqlkve, An^^smiy' «aid Lor4 M^ 
t(Htb> kK>ki()g back .tQ om o£ 4m$^ «ervai)tj|» 
for both wex^ close M^iml hm^ <* yop eid^ 
assure Ibif j^ntjletftaiit we sbaU Uaveinoff 
occasmn fo^ dKperienc^d oftcer^> and lie 
m9re. disposed to {irofit toy ibeir instruct 
tionBy than im sfema lx> be aware o£.^ 

<* With your bon^r^s pecmt^^toi^" wkl 
Anderson^ respectfidly raising his csqji, 
^< whe0 we are joined by the Iri^ infattiry 
who are eiipected, and who ^nld be land- 
ed before now, w^ shall bave need of good 
soldiers to. discipline our levies," 

« Axid I should like welL--Tvery well, to be 
eolployed in such service^" said Dalgetty ; 
"idle Irish areprettyfeUows— very pretty 
fellows — I desire to see none b(atter,,in the 
field. I once saw a brigade of Irish, at tiie 
mtakingpf Frankfort ttpon the Oder> staqd 
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to if with sword and pike until they beat 
otfthe biu^ and yellow Swedish biigades, 
testeemed as stout as any that fought under 
the imniortalGustavus. And although st^ut 
Hepburn, valiant Lumsdale, courageous 
Monroe, with iwyself and other cavaliers, 
^matle entry elsewhere at point of pike, yc^ 
'had we all metwith such opposition, we had 
rtitarned With great loss and little profit 
Wherefore these valiant Irishes, being all 
'^iit to the sword) as is usual in such- cases, 
did nevertheless gain immorttil praise and 
'hbiiour; so that, for their sakes, I have 
always loved and hcmoured those of that 
tiatioti nex% to my €fvm country of Scot- 
had:' 

<' A command of Irish," said Menteitht 
<« I think I coukt almost |>romise . you, 
should you be disposed to embrace the 
royal cause.'* 

( ^ And yet,<* said Captain Dalg^ttfy, <«*my 
second; and greatest difficulty remains be- 
lritid> for, although I hokl'it-ai meaii and 
sordid thing for a soldad0«t<^ have nothing 
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in hh mouth but pay ami gelt, Kk# the 
base cuiliom, tl^e German Imz-knod^ito, 
wfaopi I mentiooed before; and akboug^ 
I will maintain it with Hiy sword^ th#t hi^ 
nour is to be - preft^f red before pay, frtc 
quarters, w^d arrears, yet, c^ntrarhi a sol- 
dier's pay being tlve counterpart i^ \m 
.c^^^fBBBt of service^ it beeomw a v^m 
apd oomkierate eav^alier tp'CO^siilec wHitt 
femuneratifl^ Ihq ia tp ' r^eceive ^ bis ser- 
vice, and frojn what fttud^ it is to be paifl. 
Aad' truly, from wb^t I can aee and heac, 
^he Conveiition arfe tjbe pura^^mast^is. "^e 
jHighlander^i im}^€^ may: .bci kept in h»- 
iBowri by ^Bowing, ^bem to, >te»l ^ttte.; 
and for the Irishes, your lordship. atKl 
your n^le assqcfiat^s ml^y, aecotdipif to 
tbe' pcaetiee o^ tii# va^s m suph. qase^, .^y 
•them as seldom or. as. little as may ji^t 
your pleasure or convenience} but tbe 
jame mode c^ti^tmefit doth not s|)pfy to 
.a caiNili^ like mei, wko mtist keep up Ms 
;horses, servants, arms, aiid e^uif^ge, m4 
who neither e^n, nor will, go to warfare 
upon his own charges," 



r- 



A LSdBND OV MONTH06E. t99 

AnHersoD, the domestic who had before 
spoken, now respectfully addressed his 
master—" I think, my lord," he said, ♦< that, 
m^^^ your lordship's favour, I could say 
:gW»et|iiDg tO' retnove Captain Dalgetty's 
second objection alsa He asks us where we 
tte to collect our pay ? Now, in tny poor 
mind, tlie resQtufces are as open to us as to 
th* Cownantecs; -They tax the country 
according to their pleasure, and dilapidate 
theestSitesofthe King's friends; now, were 
we once in the Low Country^ with our 
Highlanders $iid onr Irish at pur backs, 
and our swords in our hands, we ean find 
many a fat trajtor whose ill gotten wealtli 
dtali fiU our military chest and satisfy our 
soldi^y. Besides, conffe'eatiom will fall in 
t&ick, and in giving donations of forfeited 
laMfdft ^to every adventurous cavalier who 
joins his standard, the King will at once 
reward his friemis and punish bis enemies* 
In shorti he that joins these Roundhead 
40gs may get some miserable pittance of 
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pay— he that joins* our standard 'hai. a 
chaMe to be knight, lord, or earl, if lucfc 
swvehim?' 

' •* Have you ever served, my ^(HbH 
friend i** said the Captain to the spokeJ^ 
man/ 

« A liltle, sir, in these our dome^titi 
quarrels,'' answered the mui^ modestlji^. . 

^*But never in Germany or tht Low 
Countries ?* said Dalgetty. 
' "I never had the honour," answered An*- 
(krson. - 

*\ I profess," said Dalgetty, addressing 
Lord Menteitb» ^< your lordship's servant: 
has a sensible, natural, pretty idea of mili-. 
tary matters ; somewhat irregular though^ 
2md smells a little too much of selKi^ the. 
tear's skin before he has hunted htm. I; 
will talwe the matter, however^ into loy ooo*. 
sklcnation/' 

^* Do SO9 Capt^n," said Lord Mentekb ; 
•*! you; will have the night to think of it, for 
Mte are now near the house, where I ho^, 
to insure you a hospitable reception." 
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^ And that is what will be verjr wel- 
come^" said the Captain, ** for I have tasted 
no food since day. break but a farl of oat 
Gake» which I divided with mj horse. So 
I have been fain to djcaw my sword*belt 
three bores tighter for very extenuation, 
lest hunger aind heavy iroo should make 
the^gird slip.^ 
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Once on a time, no matter when. 

Some Glunimies met in a glen ; 

As deft and tight as ever n^re 

A durk, a targe» and a claymore, '**^i . 

Short hose, and belted plaid or trews, 

In Uist, Lochaber, Skye, or Lewes, 

Or covered bard head with s bonnet ; 

Had you bot knqwi^ them you would own it. 

Mestov. 



A HILL was now before the travellers^ 
covered with an ancient forest of Scot- 
tish firs, the topmost of which» flinging their 
scathed branches across the western hori- 
zon, gleamed ruddy in the setting sun. In 
the centre of this wood rose the towers, or 
rather the chimneys, of the house, or castle, 
as it was called, destined for the end of 
their journey. 

As usual at that period, one or two high- 
ridged narrow buildings, intersecting and 
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<iroaatiig each others forowd the corps de« 
logis. A projecting bartizaii or two^ with 
the addttkm of naoM turrets at the angles, 
mnidi retetnUiiig pap^ier bo&es» had procu* 
ted for DamUn varaoh the. dignified appel- 
ktaon of A eastie. . It was surrounded by a 
law courtyard waU» within which were the 
usual and necessary offices. 

As the travellers approached more near* 
ly» they ' disoovered marks of recent addi« 
taws to tbade&n^eaof the plac^ whicli had 
been suggested doubtless by. the insepurity 
of these trouUeflOttie titnes^' Additional 
looprhdles for. musketry were struck out in 
difierent parts of the building and of its 
surrounding wall. The whidows had been 
of new carefutty secured by stanchQona of 
iron» crossing each other athwart and end* 
long like the gratis of a prison. The door 
of dote courtyard was shut, and it wasonly^ 
after cilutiouscbaUeng^ that one of its leaves 
was opened by tiito domestics, ho^th ' strong 
Highlanders, and bdth under atm^ lil^e^ 
Bitias and Fandarus in tbe i^ietd^ f eady» 
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to dd^Bd4be etttnaoeif aught hoatiieiiiiitf/ 
Ttentai^ed an iatitwion. .-...c. 

* When the imv^lers were acNiittad tab 
tlie^oqftt tliey ^imd M)()itiottal prepunu 
tkois fer ilefenee. The walls were sci^bUk 
ed Cor the use of ft^^artns, and ofte ^rtma 
dfthfe small guns, called sackersrafid Ai^cmH^ 
were mounted at the ^ af^^es^ and teikiop' 
tiifretSr • ' .1 . .. • 

' More dh»estic9» both i» the Highlaiul 
abd' Low^d dfos, H»tent]^:«Mhed £mm 
tike mt«ri<Mr of the mfliiinoiH awl' sone 
haiteoed to take Ae^hwaes of 4be stiaiK 
^rs^ while others waited to marshaM them 
a way iirto tho dweHiug-hcmse* But Gspi 
tfuu Dalgetty^ refui»ed the pro£^red assuiw. 
amce of those who wiriied to retieve him 
of the charge of his horse* ^ it is^ny pua^ 
fiHn» itly^eodsy to sie Oostimis (for aoi I 
have caUed him after mf kmncible'ioaater^) 
accommodated myself f wa are^ild fHenda 
atod ftUow traveUeriSy and as I often need 
&kt 42se of hift l^Sf I always letid him in my 
^rfi the service of my tongue; to call fi>r 



%4iftteiter lie has occasion for ;" and accord*^ 
ingty he strode into the atabie after his 
•IMd witimiit ^ctDier apdbgy. 

. sMeitber iiMd Menteith ner fcfer attend- 
iMb^paid tbo^ameatfeeQikNi io their )Kn*sed9 
biit^ leaving them to the profielred care of 
Itm. sorvaata of -tliepiafiep. walked forward 
ittto tiie house; where n sort iof dai^v V9nilt>> 
ed 've^ibnle displafed» amon^ other, ntis. 
teUaneous articles, a hage bmrtA of two- 
pmmj^ ale^tbeaideavbich were Miaged twdjor 
ihaee vtoodenifaeiabs ecbiekets, toady, it' 
WMitd appear^'ftar t^ Mmee ^ whoano^ 
#r«fftkM^tpnipeatoeiikptoy.them. hond' 
Meatdth apfriiei himself to the spigwt; 
dratik witbout cereaMHi|a ^and than haoAed 
tbe ateap to Andctsoo, who Ibllowad'hia 
floaslcc's lexampiyey ibua not vmtil he had 
ftung put the .daop of ale whtch* t ematnad^ 
and riigfatly f kiaed the iwooden cup« 

. ^< WtMMAmAeli^mWi' said anoM Higki. 
laaud .servant Mongtag to the family,^ M caii 
1^ no drink after bar ain' naster wi^Kxit 
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iMtthing the cup and sf^liag ti^ ale^'MA 
be damfned to her i" 

<< I was bred in Fmnee," aMwered Aid* 
dersoii, «f where nobody draks after im* 
4lberoiitof the eaoie cup, uDle»tt be afitar 
ayoungltfdy/' 

. <' The tells in their nicety,'' emA Domldr);. 
'< and if theiile'4ie gade, fat the mwiir atit; 
that another maa's beard's -been ia'the 
qneich befoie ye ?* ^^ 

AadenoQ-s oompanion c^ranfe witfae«6 
observing the* ceremony urbioh had gitea 
Denaid so >miidi dfenee, mid.taoth nf tbeas 
ftUowed their master f0ta-di|e<iowx«tk«d 
stona halt^ which waS' the coramon mu 
deavoiis of a Highland ftmify* Alavgaifira 
of peata in the huge chimney al^tliiei«|ipK 
end shed a dim lighti«itbrough/the apatl^ 
meat,, and was rendered 'neoessary^ by iha 
damp, by i»hseh, even duwtiig the ^inmner«i 
tfaa apaMDOiit was rendA'ed ucecmfartataie; 
Tareaty or thivty targets^ aa^ aoMWiy dhf(i» 
aieres^ wi& dirks, and plaids, and gan^ 
both match-lock and ire-lode, and long* 



kmifi» and< crow-bows, and Locluibte ak^ 
and coats of [date araicmr, and steel bon^ 
nets, and head pieces^ amd' the more ani> 
oieat hab^geonSf or shirts of reticulated 
mail, wth hood and sleeves eorre^Kmdiii^ 
to it, all huiig in codfnsion about the waUs^ 
and would have formed * a montb'i amuse- 
meat to a member of a modem antiquarian 
society. But sijf ch thiitigs were too familiar 
to attract miich obsecvatiim on the part of 
tiie pf eaent sfoctatot s. 

There was a large clumsy oaken tabk^ 
n^iieh the hasty hofl|>itlility of the domes^ 
jkte who had before s^poken, imimediiBtely 
spread with mi)k> buttef, goat*milk cheese^ 
a flagon of b^er» and a flask of usquebsB^ 
designed for the refreshment of Lord MeiN 
teith ; while an inferior servant made «• 
milar pireparations at the bottom of the ta- 
ble for the benefit of his attendants. The 
jq^e which intervened between tfa«a^ was, 
according to the maiiners of the times, su£. 
fieient distinctioa betweafi master and ser« 
vaat, e^en though the former wasi as in 
the present instancci of high rank. Mean- 
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vhiie they' stood by the fire^ the yooiig 
Bobletean under the chimney^ and his ser-* 
Vants at some little d»tance» 
. «< What do you think, Anderson/- said 
^he iormer, ** of wir fellow traveller ?** 
, ^< A stout fellow/' replied Addertkn^ 
<S if aH be good that is uficoine. I wish 
.we had twenty sadi to pot our Teagues m^ 
to^ «onfie sort erf disciplined 
. ^ I dffier from you, And^rson,*^ said 
Lord Menteith ; '< I think this fellow DaU 
getty IS one of those horse*leeches, whose 
^peiite for blood beijng only sharpened by 
what he has sucked tar foreign countrii^ 
be is now returned to batten upon that of 
Jbis own. Shame on the pnek of these mer^ 
cenary swords^men ^ they have made the 
name of Scot through all £urope cqui val- 
ient to that of a pitiibt^ mercenary, who 
knows, iieiiher honour nor princip>ie but 
Jiis mon^^s pay^. who transfers his idie^ 
gianee fitnn standard to standiard, at the 
pleasure of fortune or the best bidder { and 
ito whose insatiable thirst for pluuderand 
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Wirm qodrtcl^ft we ower mach of that civil 
di9sen$iott wtiich is ilow turtiinii our ivords. 
agaltott our" own iio vela. I had scarce pa- 
tieftttie wif hr the hired gladiator, and yet 
ootid hirdtjr help laughing at the ej^tremi- . 
1^'df Ms^ hapxidetice." 

-*< Yott* lorflship iiviH forgive me,** said 
Aiad&son^ *^ if I recotAmeml to yoa in the 
present eirciraistances, toccmceal at least a' 
I«tt of thii geiierobs indigaatidn ; we caa« 
not, unfbrtiiDatdy ,do our work without the: 
assistance of those- who act on baser, mo* 
tives than our own. To use the canting - 
pilf ase of the saints in the* Ehgltsh ParCa- 
QQfenty yfit oaittiot spare the aaststsuice jofi 
sach fellbws «i our £riend the soldadtf ; the. 
sons of Ztruiah; are still too mtoy f6r. us/* l 

* «< I must disiieayi)le» then, «s well as. 1 
dan»** said Lord MeQteith» ** as I have hi-, 
tberto done, upon your hint. 6i\t. I wishv 
the fellow at the devil With all my heart.** . 
<< Ay, but sttU you must remember^ my 
lord,*' resumed Andersoil« "that. to c^re.' 
the bite of a scorpion^ you must cmu^h an- . 
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othn scorpion on die woQai;«.^*biil Btop^^ 
we sbdl be overheaRU"* ^ 

From a side-door in the faallgiidedF s* 
Highlander into the apartmait, whoseiofty 
stature^ complete equipmenti as weUabilhto* 
feather in his bonnet, and the confidence' 
cThis demeanour, announced to be a per- 
son of superior rank. He walfeed siowi^ 
np to the table, and made no answer to 
Lord Menteitfa, irtio, addressing hmt by the 
nameofAUan, asked faim how hr did; ^ 

^Y^ manna speak to her e'en now,*** 
whirred the okl attendant/* 

Th&tall Highlander, vinkingidown^upofai 
the open setttenat th^ fire, fined his 
eye8:iip<m the ited erEibeirs> Md the huge 
heap of* tui^and seemed «butied- in jM^^ 
ftund abstraction. His dark eyes and wild 
and enthusiastic •features bore the air of> 
one who, deeply impressed with his own 
subjects of meditMi^n^ pays little attention ' 
to exterior objects. An air of' g1ooii4y se- 
verity, til e fhiit perhaps cif ascetic and so- 
litary faabitl^ tnight; «« a Lowlander^bave 
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beeii ascribed to rdigious fimaticism ; but 
by that disease of the mind^ then so eom^^ 
fnoo both in EoglMd wd tbe Low Couii* 
try of Scotlaody the Hi^tooders of this pe# 
fiod were rarefy inftcted. They hady hon^ 
ever, their own siiperstiftions^ wliicfa oVer- 
etouded the mind with thick- coming fta^ 
cies» as completely as the puritioiAm' of 
||)eir oeigbbours. 

*< His lordship's hoiiP«r»" snid the lUffi^ 
had servant^ sideUn^ op to hotd Mm^ 
tmtbf aod speaking in a v^y low toooi 
<• his lordship maniia speftk-to AUah eimi 
PQW^ f^r th^ cloud is upon his mtnd." 

Lord Menteith nodded* Mid todc no 
farther notice of the reserved imNsntaineer. 

<< Said I not/' said the latter^ suddmiy^ 
irtnsiog bis stately person apright, and took 
iiig at the doisiestic*~^ said I not tha* fimr 
were to come, and here stand but three on 
tlie hall floor?" 

<< In troth did ye say sae^ AUan^'* safid 
tlie old Highlender, ^* aod herefs tbe fourth 
mm comity eliokitgin Bit tke yttt e'enaow 
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ftom the stable, fbr he's shelled like a par- 
tan wi' aim on back and breast, haunch 
and shanks. And am I to set her chair up 
sear the Menteith% or down wi*^the fao^ 
neat g^ntleoien at tne foot of the table ?*" 

Lord Mentieith himself answered the en^ 
qnirjr by pointing to a seat beside his own! 

^ AsA bert she comes*- said Donald^ as 
Captain Dalgetty entered tbe hall ^ ** and 
Ikope genllemens will all take bread and 
dieese, as we say in the glens^ unfit better- 
meat be rel^dy^ until \be Tiernach comM 
back frae the Mil wi' the soiithern geritle- 
A^s, and then, Dugald Cook will ahew 
himself wi* bis kid and hill venison."^ 

iEn thetnean time» Captain Dalgetty had 
rateied the iq^artment, and walking up' to 
tke aeat placed next Lord Menteith^ was 
leaning l>n the back of it with bis arma 
folded. Anderson and his companion wait-, 
ed at the bottom of the table» in a respeMW 
fill attitude, until they should receive per- 
mission to seat themselves ; while three or 
faurUighkmdera, imder the direction of oM 
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Donald, ran bttiier and thitber to bring ad« 
ditional articles of. food., or stood stiil !to 
give attendance up#a the gaest& 
. In tbe midst of these preparations, Allan 
8iid#i|ly started op, ayid.snatcbiiig.a lamp 
^Qm the bund of an att^^dant, held it cbse 
tp.Pi^elty'a face^ while fae^perttMid .bis 
jfeaturies with. ^ m^ hMditil and -gmve 
at^tioii, • .. / '• '••'• 

•♦ By my honouivr isaid Dalgetty, half 
displeased, as, mysteriously abaking^ \m 
bearl, AUiingave up the scrutiny — •*. I tro^w 
that 4ad anfl 1 .wiU ken .eacih otb^r when w^ 

meetagaio." 

Meanwhile Allan strode to the bottom 
of the. table,, and having, by tbe aid of his 
Jamp, sttiigieofied Andevapa joA bis oompa* 
idon to. theaenoe inwatig»tioii, ^tood » tno- 
ment as if in deep reflection, then touching 
his forehead, suddenly seized Anderson by 
tbe arm, and b^ore he could o&r any efibc*. 
tual resistanoe, half kd and half dragged 
hun tor tbe vacant seat at the upper end, 
fW4 ha\iiig mude a mujKLintintttipnH^bat be 
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should there place himself, he harried the 
Mldftdo with the same unceremonious pre- 
cipitation to the bottom o{ the table. The 
Captain, exceedingly incensed at this free- 
dom, endeavoured to sihake Allan iVom 
bim with violence; but, ppwerHd as he 
was, he proved in the struggle inferior 
to the gigantic mountaineer, who threw 
him off with such violence, that after reel- 
ing a few paces he fell at full length, and 
the vaulted ball rang with the clash of his 
armour. When he arose, his first action was 
to draw his sword and to Sy at Allan, who, 
with folded arms, seemed to await his Oki-' 
set with the most scornful indifference. 
Lord Menteitli and im attendants inter- 
poied to pr^etve peace, white the' H^jii- 
ladders, snatching weapons from the wall, 
seemed prompt to increase thie broil. 

** He is mad," whispered Lord Men- 
teith, ** lie is perfectly qtiad ; there is no 
purpose in quarrelling with liim.'* 

<' If you are assured that he is nan tam^ 
pM mentis^'' said Captain Daigetty, *^ the 
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im iMsedji&g gad b^hiivioiir seetti to 
imtifyf.tkft matter mustend hti^ seeingAkat 
a jmadmap oio. aether giye aa affiroot, iu» 
f^oder hoiioiiFi^le $atta&ctioQ. But by mj 
$attl, ,if I bad hadoy pravaot and a bottle of 
Rbea^h^md^r flij b^ JLahould lutve stood 
otb^ wa^ up to him. And yet it's a pity 
he should, be aae^ weak io 4lie iulellectualst 
being, a stroaoig pmper man) of body, fit to 
handle pike, morgei^tern^f or any other 
military ijnple9i(»i.vrhatsoetet/' 



^. ThsBVas a met of cltib df mace useil in the eariiar 
part of the AtxteeD^h eenttiry in the djefence of breac)iel 
and walls. When Ihe Germans insulted a Scotch re« 
giment then beseiged in .Trail^und^ saying they heard 
there was a ship come from Dedknari to them lad^n with 
tobaoco pipesy *^ One of our soldiers/' says Coloq^ 
Robert M^prci, '^ sliewing.tbero over the work a Mor- 
genstera^ made of a large stock banded with iron, like 
the shaft of a halbert, with a round globe at the end 
with cross iron pikes,' saith. * here is one of the to- 
bacco pipes, wherewith we will beat ot^ your brains 
when ydtt intend to storm usJ* 



•tM 



Tern WM thus reMoeedt aMl- Clie pttri^ 
seated themselves agv^eably to their forio-' 
ei: airangemeot, 'with whfidv Aftan^ who had 
now Teturiied to his serHle by i die fire^: cfind 
seemed agaia iivittitfrsed in tnedltatioti, . ^ 
notagaia intedhr^. iMrd |feiitei€b^add^(eis« 
mg the principal servant^ ha^^lened tO'^tait 
Qonie tbeole' of cohversatkw wbiob aoight 
obliterate all reooUeeti^ii. pf the <ray that 
had taken place* ^* The lam^ is a^ the. hitt 
then, Donald, I understaiid, anid aome.£i]jg4 
lisb strangers with him ?'V . 

•*-At the hill he is, an it like your, ho- 
nour, and two Saxcm calabaleros are Urith 
hrm ^re enough: and that is Sir Miles 
Musgrave and Christopher Hall^bpth from 
the Cumraig.. as I think they call tbeir 
countr} ," 

" Hall and Musgra^^^ ?" said Lord Men* 
teith, looking at his attendants, ** the very 
men that we wished to. see.'* 

" troth;' said Donald, « an' I wish I 
had never seen them bets^een the een, for 



Ibey^e oooie to beny us eot o* hoitse and 

. «« Why» Donald/' said Lord Menteith^ 
^^.you did not use to be so churUsh of your 
beef and ale; southland though they be^ 
theyll scarce eat up all the cattle tiiat*s 
going on the Castle mains." 

<< Teil care an they did,** said Donald^ 
<^ an that war the warst o% for we have a 
w;heen canny trewsmen here that wadna 
let ns want if there was a homed beast 
atween this and Perth. But this is sfVarse 
job«-.its nae less than 'a wager." 

«« A wager P* repeated Lord Menteith^ 
with some surprise. 

«< Troth," continued Donald, to the full 
as eager to tell his news as Lord Menteith 
was curious to hear thc^m, ** as your lord« 
ship is a friend and kinsman o' the house, 
an' as ye'll hear aneugh o*t in less than an 
hour, I may as weel tell ye mysel. Ye sail 
be pleased then to know, that when our 
Laird was up in England, where he gangs 

TOL* lU. K 
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oftener than his friends ca0 wish, he was 
biding at the house o' this Sir Miles Mus- 
gliive, an* there was putten on the table 
six candlesti<5kB, that they tell me were 
twice as mucfkle as the cartdlesticks in 
Butnblane kirk, and neither airn, brassi nor 
tin, but a' solid isilver nae less ;— up wi 
their English pride, has sae muckJe, and 
kens sae little how to guide it! Sae they" 
began lo jeer the Laird, that he s*w nae 
ski grailh in bisain poor country ; and the 
' Laird j scorning tohae his country pot down • 
without a woFd fordts Credit, swore, like a 
gude Scotsman, that ^he had raair candle- 
sticks, and better candlesticks, in his ara 
castle at hame, than were ever lighted in a 
hall in CunFberland, an Cumberlaiid be the • 

namlB o** the country.^ 

. « That was patriotically said," said Lord • 
Ment^ith. * 

« Fary true— ^but her honoar had better 
hae haudcn her tongue, for if ye say oiiy 
thing artiang the Saxona tbafs a wee by op- 
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, ■ • . ' ' ' * 

^ihary, tliey cHnW ye down for a wager 2ls fast 

as ViLowland smith would hammer shooja ^ 

oh -a Highland shelty.' An* so the LairS ' 

behoved either to gae back o' his word, or 

wager twa htitidfed merks ; and so he e'en 

took the wager,' rather than be shamed vn 

the like 0* them. And now he's like to get 

it'tb pay, and I'm thinking that's what itiakfes 

him sae sweef to come hame at e'en?'* 

' ** indeed,*^ said Lord 'Men teith, '« ffoni 

niy ideacff ybur family plate, Donald^ yoiir. 

'master is cerfaiti to lose snch a wager."' 

*« YoliV fionoiir may isWear thatj an* 

where he'd to get the siller I kenna, a1- ' 

tli6ugh he borrow out o' twenty purses. 

I advised him to pit thfe 'twa Sa'xoii gentle-* ' 

men and their servants cannriy ifilo the pit' 

o* the tower till they gae up the bargain of ^ 

• •**■*• 'J '* 

free gude- will, tut theXair'd \vihna hear 

t ' , i > 

reason." 

^Ailan hel-e Slarte3^ up/sfrpcfe 'forward/' 
adfl ihteitupted the con vefsation, saying to 
the dcnnestic in a voice like thunder, *< And 
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bow. dared you to give vBf brother mch 
dishonourable advice? or how dare you to 
say he will lose this or any other wag^ 
which it is his pleasure to lay ?"" 

/•Troth, AUan M*Aulay/' answered the 
old maii| <*it's no for my father's sen. to 
gainsay what your father's son thinks fit to 
say, an' so the Laird may no doubt win bis 
wager. A' that I ken against it is» that ^th^ 
teil a candlestick, -or ony thing like i^ is 
in the houiBe, except the auld aim branches 
that blil been here sinee Laird Kenneth's 
time^ and the tin sconces that ymur father 
gard t)e made by auld Willie Winkle the 
tinkler, mair be tdcen that de'il an unce of 
siller plate or vessel is about the house ,9t 
a', fi>rby the lady's auld posset dish, ttot 
Wants the cover and ane o' the lugs.'' 

^ Peace, did mau!'' said Allaa, fiercely $ 
'^ and do you, goitlemen, if your refection 
is ftmhed, leave th»i apartmenl idtjar.}:! 
must i^epare it f<Mr the reception of these 
southern guests;" 
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** Come awj^Tt" said the domestic, pull* 
itig Lord Menteith by the sleeve ; ^^ his 
hour is on him,'' said he, looking towtfds 
Allan, ** and he will not be controuled.'' 
^ They left the hall accordingly, Lord 
Meftteith and the Captain being ushered 
One W2^ by old Donald, and the two at- 
tendants conducted elsewhere by another 
Highlander. The former had scarcely 
readied a soft oi withdrawing apartment 
€re they were jdined by the lord ei the 
mansion, Angus M^Aulay by naaser'and his 
£e^ish guests. Great )oy wm expressed 
%y aO parties, for Lord Menteith «ld the 
Snglirii gentlenMn were well known to 
each other, and on Lord Menteitli's intro^ 
4uction) Captain Dalgetty was well recei- 
ved by the Laird. . But alter the first burst 
of hospitable joy was over. Lord Menteith 
eould observe that theie waaa shade of sad- 
ness on the brow oi his Highland friend. 
* ^< You inust have heard,'' said Sir Chris* 
topher ^aU, ^' that our fine undertaking 
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jn GumberlaiTid is ^li I^own; u p. Tbe^^mu 
^litia* wouIil^Qot m^cli into Si^otl^n^c}^ and 
jQur prick?ear^d CavqaatiUrA h^vd b^eii 
top. bard f or , our frioncl^ iii the ^outhef p 
i^fiifips. iUid so,.un(}en3tao<}i<|§ ^here is to 
:bB some stirring work hei^, JN^usgrave and 
J[,^ rather than sit JcUe at horpf, ;^e come tp 
/^ave ^ carapwgn ajMppg your; j^jUs .a^^ 
flaids*'' 

^ I hope you ha^e br^ug.^ arnoB« nieot 
»nd tacwey Mifith you^ MUl IftQrcl Meoleith^ 

" 0nly same.^^en or two of troopoib. 
'whoJA^.we Uft at the lait Lo^rland viUage^f 
paid Musgrfevei <^ aad trouble enojutgh we^ 
bad ta get tbeu sD lajc;" 
. ^^ A3 £air jnoptey/f said bis ^•iQ{>axMOii» 
<^ ,w4 expecA aiSMiUl fiupply ffom.^Ayr friend 
Knd liolt^ here/ , . . ...» 

Tbe X«tni now, colouriiag high^ too]( 
MenteiHk « little af«rt» and. ^prew^d t9 
bim kis-i-egset that he hftd f«JiipP ipto a. 

ii}QU«b.bluiid«Cf ■ 



♦»'I heard of it from Donald/* said Xonl 
. If enteith, scarce able to suppYess a smile. 
r ^^ Devil take that old man,*' said M^A.^- 
Jay, •< hevrottld tellef dt^y thiag, #ere it to 
: cott bne one^s lift i but it'9 no jesting MM- 
**ttr to you neithef, tty toird, for I reckon 
: on youi* friendly and fiia^ernal benevolence, 
.as a near klnamaii o# our houie, to bel]^ »to 
«out with the mon^y doe td these pock-ji^Ud- 

dings; or else, to be pkki Wi^ yd, the dell 
.a M^Aulay will there be at the muster^ for 

curse fne jf I do not liirn Covenanter i^. 
;tlief than faee 'these I^IIows W^ithout pay. 
-kg them; md^ at the best, Ishallbe til 

enough^ ofj getting both the scaith and the 



scorn .'*^ 



* •* You may sHppose, eoui^in," said Lord 
Menteith, •« I am not too well equipt just 
iaow ; but you ntey be asisiired 1 ^hall 'en- 
deav<mr to help you as Well as^ I can; fbr 
the sake of old' kihd#ed, neighbaarh^od, 
idd alliance.-^ ' . 

"Thank ye-ithanH ye-*th4tnfc ye,'*'rel. 



teratfd M^Aulaj; ^< aod as they ire to 
Impend the mon^ m Ihe King's se^rieS!, 
nfeat Unifies whether yeu^ they, or I^y 
it-^we are a' one miB's haiMs, I hope. BiK 
|NW mittt help me oot too, or ebe i shall 
be fw laikiiig to Andreif Fei^n.; fori iSbt 
aot to be treated like a lidf or a famggaft 
at my- own board-end, when> Gk)d ^nows, 
I only oieMt (^ ^rapport my honotip, and 
tiukjt of iSt^ family ttid coimtry.^ 
' Donald, as they were spealang, tttered» 
with rather a Uiftec ftoe than he might 
have been eqsecMt 40 wear,- considerte^ 
the impending late ef his iMsier's purse 
and credit. ^ Gendempns, h^ dinner is 
ready, mtdhercandkBareUghte^io^ said 
Doni^, wttfaa strong guttnral em^LSsis on 
tlm hst dauaa of his speech* 

<< ^What the devil can he mean ?* eaid' 
Muflgrave, looking to his coontr;mao« 

liOrd Menteith pvit the same questimi 
with his eyes to the Laird, which ME^Aolay 
answered by (taking his bead% 



' A short dispute about preeedence wme* 
what delayed their leaving the apurtment 
Iiord Menteith insisted upon yielding up 
that which belonged to his rank, on const* 
fleration of bis being in his own country, 
and of his near connection with the family 
in which they foiind themselves. The 
two English strangers, therefore^ were first 
inhered into the hall, where an unexpect- 
ed display awaited them. The large oaken 
table' was spread with substantial joints of 
meat, and seats were placed in order for 
the guests. Behind every seat stood a gi* 
gantic HigMander, cotopletely dressed and 
armed after the fashion of his country,- 
holding in hia right hand his drawn swordt 
with the pcnnt turned downwards, and in 
the left, a blazing tordi made of the bog- 
l^ne. 'This wood, found in the tfiorassiesi 
is so full of turpentine, that, whe& split toA 
4iied, it is frequently used m Ae High* 
lands instead of candles* The unexpect* 
ed and somewhat startling* sqpparition was 

K2 
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seen bjr the rad gttre of th^ torclp^rwbidb 
displaced themUd featurest*iBiiisual.dr<^ 
^ueidglitteanganiisof tbose who bofp th^(. 
i?bila the smoke^ eddying up to the roof of 
^e halloo vep»caioopted tbefi>«|itb,^yoIi^f| 
of vapour. £re tliQ stiai^eis h^<;}*re^T{^P 
edfrom thek 3urpri9^ Aliaa «t9ptiorw^4i 
and pointing with his sheathed broads swpfil 
t# the tofch*bearer8, said, ia a dee^. find 
9ten\.toae of voice, ^' Behold, gqaUeqif^a 
cavaUeiB,' tha chandeUeics of my brpih^^ 
liiouse, the unciepfc Gaahioa. of ow^jgLncio^ 
name ^ not one of these men I^iows asf 
law bot their ChieTs command^ Would 1^031 
0are to comp^e to thsm in value the j^ietim 
pat ore that ever waa dug outof the mine^ 
How <say yQ% cavaliers ?-«-4a your wag^ 
wonorloit^ 

^« Loikf loi^*^ said Musgrav^ gail^r— *^^n(9i^ 
own siteer oaniUestic^ are all melte^^i^ 
riding oa horseback b]F this time, BtwH 
wish the fellows that enlisted wer^ h9¥* aa 
trusty aa these. .Herein si^'' h«\add|}4 1% 
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tti6 Chief, << is yoiit moimf \ it iinpam 
•Hall^S' fkianees kilid tqi^ soiieiwhtt,: but 
debts ef honour milBt be settled^' ^ ' 

«* My father's curse upon my father^s 
«o»,'' said Allan, interrupting him, •« if he 
receive from you one penny. It is enough 
that yo<i claim no right to exact from him 
what is his own/^ 

Lord r.Ienteith eagerly supported AI- 
kin's opinion, and the elder M^Aulay rea- 
dily jained, declaring the whole to bte a 
fool's business^ and not worth speaking 
XQOtt about. The Englishmen, afler some 
courteous opposition, were persuaded to 
regard the whole as a joke. 

•• And . now, AUan/^ said the Laird, 
♦'please to remove your candles ; for, since 
the Saxon gentlemen have seen them, they 
will eat their dinner as comfiM:taUy by the 
l^ht of the old tin sconces without scoaiu 
'fisbffig .th^em' with sa much smoke." 

Accordingly, at a sign from Allan, the , 
Ihisg efaaadeliers^ . recoverir^ ili^r broad* 
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iwords, ujA hoUk^ the point erectt march- 
led out of the hall, and left the guesU to 
enjoy their refresliment 
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CHAPTER V. 



Tfaudby M teleBM and •» lyi he gveWj 
llial his owne fjie aad muster of his g;iiiiey 
Did oAen tiemble al bis horrid ?iew ; 
And If te dreed ofhurt would hhn ad^ise^ 
Hie eagry beesles not vmUj to despise^ 

Kor too vnA to pravelte ; Ibr he would leniie 

The lyon stoap to him in lowly wise> 

(A lesson hard^) and make the libbeid steme 

Leate loaiiiig, when in lage hi fbr leveo^s did eorne. 

NoTwiTHSTAMBiNG the proverbial epi- 
curism of the English^ — ^proverbial) that 
ia to say) in ScotUnd at the period,**the 
JBnglish vi9itors made no figure whatever 
at the entertainment compared with the 
|K>rtentou9 voracity of Captain Da^etty, 
^^Ithough .that gaUant soldier had already 
^splayed much steadipess and pertinacity 
|ii his attack upon the refreshment set be- 



fore them at their entrance^- by. way of for-.- 
lorii hope« He spoke ta no^one durk^ 
the tittle of his meal i aod it was not untU 
the victuak were nearly withdrawn from^ 
the table, that tje gratified tltie rest of the 
company, who had watched him with^ 
some surprise^ witlv*aii.'aecouiito^-tbe «ea» 
sons why he ate so Vtfry f^t and'so very 
long. 

*« The fonner quaUty^r he said^ •*'^fie 
had acif&ired while lie fitl<^d'a plUtce at the 
bursar's table^ at the Mareschal- College, of 
Aberdeen, when," said be,," if yo^iUM 
not move your jaws .as fast as a pair of 
castanets, you were very unlikely to get 
toythfng to ptit between them*. Atid as 
Ibr the quantity of my food, be it kti'owA 
to- tbiB bMourable company,''' contitotied 
the Captain, ^*-that h*i the duty off every 
ctemaaAder of ;a fortress, on all occasions 
Hrhick ^fer, to secure as mtrch mtinitioi 
and vivera as tbeir magaztees cM possibly 
'hokl, not knowing when they may have tA 
sustain a siege or a blockade. Upon wbi<& 



ynnciplf^ g^nUemen," sakl be^ ** when a 
^^valier fifid^ tb|t|; {)rpvant is good and 
l»^(imlant» he wiil» in my estimatioiiw df 
yfki^\y tQ. victual hiia$e]f for at least threg 
ilajsi as tbero is no kx;K>|yv'ing. ,wben b^ may 
9on)e by ai; other meaL'' 

/i^be. Laird e^presaed. bis ^cqaiescQQCQ 
intbe prudence of this principle, and rci* 
commended to the veteran to add a tass of 
brandy axnl a flagon of claret to the subf 
stantial pf^visi<Qi>$ he had already laid .in^ 
u». whieii propi^ml tl)Q CapUi^ readily 

When dinner was removed, find tbe ser^ 
valuta had.witbdrawp, es^ceptiog the Laird's 
•page or heB^^mani who cemstined ki th0 
9{^rtinent» to call f(»r or bring wbaieyer 
Vs^ wanted* or, ip ^ word^ Un «n#wer the 
purposes of a modera beUtwire, the coa^ 
versation began to tarn upon l^oliticsi aiM| 
the atate of the country i and Lor^ Men* 
teith inquired aoxipusly iuul^:particular^ 
wbat flant were expected to j(»i9i the prqK 
posed muster of the K|sg^ fjriends*. 
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«• That dqpends much, my lord, on th« 
pefBon who lifts the banner,'' sak) th« 
Laird ; ** for you know we Highlanders 
ttre not easily commanded by one of om 
<iwn Chiefs, or, to say the truth, by anji 
other body. We have heard a rumour, in<^ 
deed, that Colkitto— -that isf, young Col- 
Idtto, or Alaster McDonald, is come over 
the Kyle from Ireland, with a body of the- 
Earl of Antrim's people, and that they had 
got as far as Ardnamurchan. They might 
have been here before now, but, I suppose,t 
they wanted to plunder the country as they 
came alcmg/' 

f< Will Colkitto not serve you for a 
leader, then-?^ said Lord Menteith. 

«« Colkitto r said Allan M« Aulay, scorn* 
Miyi ^ who talks of Colkitto ?--Tliere 
lives but one man whom we will fbUow^ 
and that is Montrose.'' 

^* But Montrose, sir," said Sir Christo^ 
ftfier Hali, ^ has not been heard of mnce 
utor ine&ctual attempt to rise in the North* 

8 
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It is thougfaiti he has returned to the Iting 
it OiLford for farther instructions.'' 
•^ << Reteraed f said AQan^ with n scorn- 
hi laagh ; ^ I could tell ye, but it is not 
i(orth my wh3e ; ye will know soon 
enough** 
' **"By my honour, Allan,'' said Lord Men- 
teith, ** you wiU weary out your friends 
wtA this intolerable, ftoward, and sullem 
^kumouf-— But I know Hie reason," added 
.he» l&ugbiiig ; *^ you have not seen An* 
not Lyle to-day.'* 

: *' Whom did foa say I^ had not seen ?'* 
^d Allan^ stenily. ^ 

. ' ^ Annot Lyle, the fairy queen of song 
Mid minstreby," said Lcud Mentdth* 
% *« Woold to God I were never to see 
her again," said Allan, sighing^ ^^ on con^ 
ii^tn the same weird were laid on you !" 
^ And why on me?" said Lord Men^ 
ikeith, eardessly. 

. 1 <^ Because," said Alhin, ^« it is written in 
jFter fbrelitead^ that you are to be the ruin 



of tacfr othdw** Sa saying^ be rose up atad? 
left the. room. 

** tf as he been long* in this way ?" ' said 
Jj>rii MtiileUh^ addcesstog tih brotl^r.- ' 

M About three days,^' said A^gtis j "ilfc 
lit is well nigh over, he will be t)Ci*ttef^ to- 
mai^Ow.-^But eomiii/ gentlemen^ 6pn*V let 
the tappit^heudorangh^ to be emptiedyf^^tlte , 
JQiog's bealtt^ King €hai4es'9 hesJl^, ai«t? 
may th^ oovenai9Sinig( ddg that refuses iiv 
.g9.tot^^a¥en by the. road; of the Gxiasi* 
market.* . * ^ > 

Tfae.healtk.was quickly emptied, &nd 
as fast succeeded by another, and anothef, 
moA imothart^/all of a party cast^ aM'en* 
forced m at>l iarnest manner. Gaptaia 
Dalgetty, faowevar^ thought ib njttt^Arj 
lOrenfter a profteat«- ^ ■ ' ■' y- ' 

P' 6entlemeh<»valiers/''he said, '^Iiiriaii 
tlnete healths, jmi9id,.both^ut of nesj^c^ to 
this honourable and hospitaUa rotof^f ee^ 
Hbd ^eutuh, beoauiife'I hold it>ii0tgdod to 
.¥« pieoeese in. itselt matters, MAfr jpoMfcr^; 
but I. protest, agreeable to the warraon 



,*- 






■^^^ 



^ JfEGI^ND QF MiUrr A04E. , 935 

^8»n(ed by. tbts Ini^BOCiriit^.lo^j, that 

it shaU be fjree to me^ notwithstapdiqg my 

[present PQmf laisance, to take service with 

the ^yeaanters.i(Maorrowj|, pravidingjl 

,^il]1 be sa ^mdecK'^ 

, , MsA^ay and his EngUsh guests staro^ 
.js^ thi^i^dedariEttioB, which would have cer- 
.\fdnly bred new disturbance^ if Lord Men- 
ieiib had not taken up th^ affair, ;aj0t4 ex- 
j^ainedtbe,ctrc^gista*Kies:a^ poadMion#. 
fVi tirustj'* hec<mqtuded^ «W(» afciali be al)l^ 
tp secure Captain D^lgetty's as^isit^iice (a 
our own party." 

,,. ^\A^^ tf WV- «wd th« J,air<j, •« I pro- 
^fti as the jQaptoiRsa}^ Uut nptbiqg (hit 
)^^88ed.t^is e[^9iqg,^q0t even his b»- 
vin$ ^ten my |>read ai^(^ sa^t, aQ4 pl^dfted 
ni^ in brafidy, 3ofirdeaux» or usquebaught 
i^ll prejifdicer my ci^^ing him to. the 
Beck-booe^'* ^ . 

«' Yw sMi bft be^ility i9ieIp9B^>f Mid 
tbife C^fitain,.** forpyi^K ^nytSiiRjo^ canijqt 
kffp n!yrha^,w.hi9h it. J)«^. <lpBe.il} vfOtM 
daegerp tJ)*p 7PHr;.f§i»d j* likftte *fti«?»*Jtf 
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Here Ixird Menteilih again intefposM» 
and the concord of tbe company being i^itfa 
no small diiEculty restored, was cemented 
by some deep carouses. Lord MentititR, 
however, contrived to break up the party 
earlier than was the usage of the Castle, 
under pretence of fatigue and indisposition* 
Ihis was somewhat to the disappointment 
of the valiant Captain, who, among other 
habits acquired in the Low Countries, had 
acquired both a disposition to drink, and a 
capacity to bear^ an exorbitant quantity of 
strong liquors. 

Thdr landlord ushered them in peitoo 
to a sort 1^ sleeping gallery, in which therfe 
was a four-posted bed, with taf tan cuitaiini 
and a number of cribs, or long hmmpers, 
placed along the wall, three of which, well 
stufled wi& blooning heather, wwe pre- 
pared fbr the receptian of guests 

^ I need not tell your lordship,^ said 
H'Aulay to Lord Menteith a little apart, 
^ our Highland mode of quartering. Oftly 
liha^ not liking you should sleep in the room 



sipm wiih this German land Jouper, I have 
caused your servants' beds to be made here 
in, tbe.|gallery. By G*^d, my lord, these 
ajT^ttcitea when men go to bed with a throat 
}^f^ and sound as ever swallowed brandy^ 
and before next morning it may be gaping 
h^ tW. oyster^sheU.'' 

;JU>rd Menteith thanked him, sincerely^ 
saying*^*. It was just the arrai^pement be 
Wffuld have requested } for» although he 
bad not the least apprehension of violence 
frpm Captain Palgetty, yet And^raon was 
a better kind of person, a sort qif gentle^ 
TafJi^p whom hci always liked to have near 
bis.pei8op/' 

. ^ I have not seen this Anderson»'' said 
H^fAuJay; '* did you hfxfi him in £qg^ 

M I4id so/'rSaid Lord Menteith ; ^* you 
will see tUe man to-morrow ; in the mean- 
time I wish you.good night" 

His b^ left the iqpai;tment after the 
evening salutation, and, w,^ abjout jto p3jf 
the same compliment to Captain Dalgetty^ 
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• but observing him deejply engaged fn tlift ' 
discussion of a huge^ pitcher ifilled ^vith^ 
brandy posset, he thought it a pity to dis- 
turb him iii so laudable an employment^' 

atid tobk his leave tvithdnt fttthfer <irertf-^' 
mtony* . . i .-> i 

Lord Menteith's two attendants enteiv " 
e^ the apartment almost immediately af- 
ter his^ departure. The good Captaiu^-^ 
who was now somewhat encumbered with '^ 

• 

his good cheer, began to find the un-'' 
doing of the clasps of his armour a task 
somewhat difficult, and addressed Ander- ' 
son fn these yords, interrupted by a sUgftt"' 
hiccup,— •« Anderson, ray good friend, you* ' 

* mky read in Scripture, that he that put* 
tetk off his armour should not boast faim« 
self like he that putteth it on — I believe 
that is not the right word of command ; 
but the plain truth of it is, I am like td 
sleep in my corslet^ like many an honest 
fellow that never waked again, unless you 
unloose this backle.'' 
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;^. Unida his aroHiur, Sibbald," said ilti. 
"deison to the other servant* 

«' By St Andrew-i" said the Captain^ tunw 
ing^TQund in great astohi^ment, ^< here's 
a common faUbfiM-a stipendiary with four 
pounds a*yebf and a livery*cioak, thinks 
himself too good to s^ve Aitt^mastejr Dtc* 
gald Daigetty of Dr amthwacket, who haa 
studied humamty at the Mareachal Calle^ - 
of Abeisdeea, and^ served half the piincea 
of Europe r 

<< €dptain Dalgetty^'' said Lord Men* 
teitb^ whose lot*it wasito stand peacemaker 
thceifg}iout the etrenkig, ^<4>lease to qnderw 
stand tkat Anderson waits upen no one bat ' 
rny;self ; but I will help 8ibbald to undo 
your corslet with muck pleasare.^' « 

*« XoQ much trpuble for yoti, my 'l<Mrd»*» : 
said Dalgetty j «* and yet it would do yoa 
no baroL^ pmcUce how a: handsome bat* ^ 
nesa is put on aikd pUt <^i I can stepi ia ' 
aiyl out of mine Uke a glove $ only to-night^ 
akhough not tbriw^ I am» in tbe clasaic • 
pb^ase^, ^fino inboqtse 
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By thm time he waaimabeUedt and stood 
bdbre the fire muaiag with a face of driliifc- 
eO' wtfdom on the events of the et^eiiiq|i 
Wimt seemed chiefly to interest him^nste 
the cfaaneter of Allan M^AaIay« ^< Th 
c«9ne over ^tte Eoglishasen so clevorly vrUk 
his Highland tordi-bearere*-«-eight bttM^ 
bmeched Rories for six silver cnsdlesticks ! 
-<4t was a iQaaler*piece*-i»a tmir d^fMse--^ 
was perfect legerdemai&*-*and to be a mad* 
man after all !-i-.I doubt greatly; my loidi 
(shakit^ his faead^) that I must allow Utti 
noCwidntaoding bis Telationsbip to yo«f 
lordship, the privileges of a rational per* 
SOD, send either battoon him suffieieiitly to 
expiate the violence #ftred to my person, 
or else brmg it to a amtter of mortal arbi* 
trement, as becometh an iasnlted cava- 

lieiu'* 

^^ If you core to hear a bmg^toly," said 
Loid Mentdth, «< at-tiiis tfabe of nigbt^ i 
can uSk yoa why the feirciifliitailoes of Al* 
lan?s Inrth acoounk so w^ for his- sibgidaf 
character^ as to piit sacih ss^si^ustkm eiu 
tirely out of the question.^ 
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^ A king storyi my lardy*' said Captain 
Balgetty, ^'. ia next te a good eveoing 
dMigbt and a waim n^ht-cap: the best 
ihoeuig«*lioni fyt drawing on a aound deep. 
And aiQoe your lordshq^ ia pleased to take 
tiieirottfale to tell it, I siiall rest your pa* 
twnt and obliged auditor.'' 

^Andemm;* said Lord Menteitb, «<aiid 
yoii« Sibbiddf are dying to faear^ I suppose, 
eff tiita strange man too ; and I brieve i 
Ittust indulge your, curiosity, that you may 
know how to- behave ta htm in time of 
iioed.---*Ymi had better ste|i to the fire 

. , Having thus assembled an audience 
dbout huttf Lord Menteith sat down upon 
the edge of the four-posted bed, while Cap* 
tain Dslgetty# wiping the relieks of the 
posset from hk beard and mustachoes, and 
repeittmg the first vase of the Lutlierai| 
,|isdii% jdUg guier gekkr hbeu den Herm, 
4to» rolled hiflu^ into ^ne of the placed of 
.lepose,^ aad, tfarufikiaghis shock pate from 
between the Uankats^ listened to Lord Men- 

VOU III. li 
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teith^s rdaiton in a most Uixurious stite» 
between sleeping and taking. 

•* The father,'* said Loid Menteith, « of 
the two brothers^ Angus and Alkn M^Au^ 
lay, was a 'gentleman of coasidenition and 
family, being the chief of a^H^land cha; 
of good account, though not numeroos; 
his lady,, the mother of them young men, 
WM a gentlewoman of goed fiumly, if I 
may be permitted to say so of 'one neaiijr 
connected with my own. Ifor. brother, mt 
honoumble and apirited 3K>UBg man^ ob- 
tained from James the Sixth a grant*ofJiu 
restry, and other pfivileges, over a tofMi 
chace adjacent to jfabb castle j^ and, in exer- 
cising and defending .tliesei%btay. be SOB 
so unfortunate as to involve hioiteif ima 
quarrel with some d£ ow Hif^ti^ustd fm- 
booters or caterans, of whom I'tUidc^ Gap- 
tain Dalgetty, you miiBtlnive.beaidJ' 

<< And that 1 bme^'' attd the Captei^ 
exerting himself to answer, ^the* wppuL 
•< Before I left the Mftmsalial AottcgSf of 
Aberdeen, DugaU Qsur. was ipfa^ng' ^be 



devil in the Giriodi, and die Farquharsom 
on Dee-side^ and tke Glan Chattan on the 
Gordons' lands, and the Grants and Came- 
rons in Moray-land. And since that, I hav^ 
8MQ tfoe Qravats and Pandours in Paimonia 
and Tianaylvania, and the Cossacks fipom^ 
the Boikh fiontier^ and robbers, banditti, 
and barbarianB of all countries besides, so 
thttt I have a distinct idea of your broken 
Highlai^men.'' 

<^.Tfae elan," said Lonl Mentdtbf, '« with 
vhotn the maternal uncle of the M^Aulays 
kad been placed in feud, mwi a small sept of 
banditti, called, from their houseless state, 
and'tbeio incessantly wandmng among the 
Hxottstasna and glens, tke< Children of the 
Mist. They are atfieceeand hardy peof^, 
mtfa allthe irritabiUty^ and wild iuid,venge. 
fitl passions, proper to men who h^e ne- 
irer known the restaatat of tiviliaed society. 
A party of tbcm lay in wtti for the unfor- 
laamta Wi^en of the Forests surprised ham 
^irhile hmiting alosie and «nattendiBd» and 
alew him widi^' emxy eirouQistanae of un- 
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Tentive cruelty. They cat off hb hcaAt 

and reserved ^ in a bravado» la exhibit it Jit 

the castle of his btotheriii*kur. . Tlieiaird 

was absent* and the lady reluctantly .reoei- 

ved as guests men against whon^ perfaaiid 

she ^was afraid to shut her gates. JELefresb- 

nents were phused befoie the Ghfldren.of 

ibe Mist, who tpok an oppwtunity to tabe 

the head of their victintfrMs Ae ^plaid in 

which it was wrapped^ placed 4t on 4i|e 

taUe, put a piece of bread between t^ 

lifeless jaws» bidding then do their oS^ 

noaw» since many a good meal they ,haid 

eaten at that table. The lady^ wha btA 

been absent for some hottseboldpttrposi^ 

entered at l^is moment^ and, npon^ be- 

hriding her brother^s bead» fled» like an 

.aiTOW» out of the house into the wood«» ^« 

Uring shriek upon shmk. The niffiaos, 

satisied wkh this sairage tfiompb» mtS^ 

.drME. The terrified meaialf* after, tomrao- 

jmng^^ akurm to wlucb ^they . had been 

subjectedt sought tbcjr wfortinntte nus- 

itfess in evwgr ditectioi^ bttt she WM no- 
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i^swei^ h% iband; The Bofoitunate hus- 
kaiid*f6tttraed next daj, aod; with the as-^ 
tiMancb' of his people, uiidertook a more 
anxious and dktant search, * but to equally 
Htde {Hirpbse. It was believed universally, 
tliat^ in the testacy ol* her terror^ she must 
ififbeif have thrown herself over one of the 
liutnerous precij^es which overhang the 
»ver^ or into a deep lake about a mile from 
the dastle* Her loss was the more lamrat- 
ed, ^as she was six months advanced in her 
pregnancy ; Angus M* Aulay, her eldest 
«on, hAving been born about eighteen 
months before-*-~But I tire you. Captain 
Dalgetty> add you seem inclined ta sleep.'' 

«« By no means,'' answered the soldier ; 
■^ 1 am no whit somnolent ; I always hear 
%est with my eyes shut. It is a fashion I 
learned when I stood centineL'*^ 

^ AiMl I dar6 my^** said Lord Menteith, 
AStdl^ to Anderson, « the weight of the hal* 
Ifert of the seijeant of the rounds often 
made him open theto." 

Being apparently, however, in the hu. 



mour of story-tellingi the youmg noblenan 
went CNQy addressing himself chiefly to h|r 
servants, without minding the slumbesii^ 
i^teran. 

«< Every baron in the country/' said h^ 
*{ now swore revenge for this dreadiiil crime. 
They took arms with the relations and bro- 
tber-in*law of the murdered pers^w, and 
t^e Children of the Mist were hunted dawn, 
I believe, with as little mercy as.they^faad 
themselves manifested. Seventeen beads,* 
the bloody trophies of their vengeance, 
^ere distributed among the allies^ and fed 
the crows upon the gates of their castlesu 
The survivors sought out more distant wil« 
dern esses, to which they retreated.** 

<< To your right handj counter-^narth 
and retreat to your former ground,'* said 
Captain Dalgetty } the military pbn^e ha^ 
ring produced the correspoiident'word of 
command ; and then starting up, professed 
he had been profoundly attentive to every 
word that had been spoken. 
. << It is the custom in summer/' Bsad 1mA 
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jMbnteitlr, without mindin^his apology, ''to 
Mild the co^B to the upland pastures to 
Imut the benefit of the grass ; and the maida 
of the village, and of the family:, go there 
tomiik them in the morning and evening* 
While thus erafdoyed, the femaks of this 
&mtly, to their great terror, perceived that 
their ttu^ions were watehed at a distance 
by a pale, thin, meagre figure, bearing a 
strong resemblance to thieir deceased mis* 
4jreas, and passing, of course, for her appa- 
rition. When some of the boldest resolved 
to app]K)a(^ tJbif faded form, it fled from 
them into the woods with a wild abriek# 
The husband, informed of this circum- 
stance, came up to the glen with some at- 
tendants, and took his measures so well as 
to inteFcept the n^treat of the unfortunate 
fugitive, and to secure the person of his 
unfortunate lady, though her intellect pro« 
ved to be totally deranged. How she 
supported hecself during her wandering in 
liie woods could not be known — ^some sup- 
posed, she Uved upon roobi and wild ber- 



S48 rJiUES^ OF MT uum&oMi. 



lies, /with which the woods at that season 
abounded ; but the greater p»t of the. 1^ 
gar were satisfied that she mast have »^ 
Mkted upon the milk of the wild does^^M 
been nourished by the fiurios^ or so pj^oited 
in some miumer equally marrellow. -Her 
rjfi.appearanee was more eamljr aoGOuhtisd 
fen She had seen from the tbtdket «b# 
milicing of the cows, to superintend which 
had been her favourite domestic emplOjT- 
ment) said the babit^had pfevariled even 4A 
her deranged state of mind* 

^< In due season the unfortunate lady was 
delivered of a boy^ who not only shewed 
no appearimee of having mWst%d 'from bis 
mother's calamities, but appeared to be M 
infant of uncommon health and strengths 
The unhappy mother, after her cotififi^ 
ment^ recovered her reason^^-^at least in a 
great measurCi iHit nev^r her hettteh and 
spirits, Allan was; faw only joy. Her M^ 
tention to him was unremitting i and ii&« 
questionably she must have impressed upoa 
Ms early mind many of those superstiliiMit 



ridearto #hidi his moody and entbusdastic 
4ea9per gave so ready a reception. 1^ 
i^Ktd whien he was about ten' years old. Her 
tost words were spoken to him in private; 
tMst-there is little doubt that they convey- 
ed an injunction of vengeance upon the 
Chfldren- of the Mist^ with which he has 
4Hlice Mkpfy complied* 

^' From this moment the habits of Allan 
M^Aulay were totally changed. He had 
hitherto been his mother's constant com» 
panion, listenii^ to her dreams, and m« 
pcating his own, and feeding his imagina* 
tion, which» probably from the eifcflm» 
stances preceding his birth, was constitu- 
tionally deranged^ with all the wild and 
terriUe superstitions so common to the 
Dsountmneers^ . to which his unfiMrtunate 
mother had beeome much addicted since 
hu bdrofther's death. By living in this man^ 
ner, the boy hai^ gotten a timid^ wildi 
startled lo^k, loved to seek oui solitary 
places in the woods^ and was never so 
much terrified as by the approach of cfaii» 
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dren of the same age. I remember^ i^ 
titough some years youngcir, being brougM; 
up here by my father upon a viait, nor 
can I faiget the astonishment with whieh 
I saw this infant- hermit shun every alr 
tempt I made to engage him in the sporta 
natural to otir age. I can remember his 
father bewailing his disposition to mine, 
and alleging, at the same time, that it was 
dfiipo^ible for him to take fr<Kn his wife the 
company of the boy, as he seemed to be 
4he only consolation that remained to her 
in this world, and as the amusement which 
-Allan's society afforded her seemed to pre- 
vent the recurren<^e» at least in its full 
force, of that fearful malady by which she 
had been visited. But^ after the death of 
hid mother, the hahtts and manners of the 
boy seiemed at oikee to dmnge. It is true he 
remained as though tfiil and serious at be* 
fore ; and long fits of si^ce arid abstrac- 
tion shewed plainly that his disposition, in 
this respect, was in no degree aimed* 
But at other times, he sought out the 
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pedd^vpHses of the yout^ of tbe clan^ 
vhicU IvB had hitherto seemed anxious t^ 
av^d* He took share in all their exer- 
«i9§s ; } aad| frcxa , his very extraordinary 
porsoAal stfi^ngth, soon i^xcelled his bro- 
ther and other youths, whose age con- 
qidifffably exceeded* iiis own. They who 
bikd hiilierto held him in contempt, now 
£gared, if they did not love him ; and, in- 
stead of Allan's being esteemed a dreaming, 
vomanishy and feebled*minded boy, those 
who encountered him in sports or military 
exer^ide, now complained that, when heat- 
^ by the strife^ he was too apt to turn 
gfunie into earnest, and to forget that he 
was oi»ly engaged in a friendly trial of 
stre]]gti3.*-«But X speak to regardless eans," 
said Lord Menteitb, interrupting himseli^ 
^r th^ Captain's nose now gave thp. most 
ijidispuUble i signs that he was fast jlocked 
in the arms of oblivion. 

** If you n^an |he ears »f that snooting 
wim^ my lord/' said Anderson, ^* they. 
arey indeed, .shut to anything that you can 
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»y i neirertfaele98» this place besng vatXifot 
mofcTprmite conference^ I hope 3HK1 wik 
have the goodness ^o proceed, for Stbbdd'» 
b^neSt and for mine. The histocy of Uut 
poor young fellow has a deep and wild ink 
tcrest in it" 

*' Yon must know, then,*^ continaei^ 
Lord Menteitb, << that Allan contittued to^ 
increase in strength and activity till hu fi& 
teeMh yearj about which time be assunaeft 
a totid independence o£ character^ and 
impatience of controul, which' stmeb aUrmf 
ed his surTiving parent He was absent in- 
the woods for whole days m^ nighty nndep 
pretence of huntio|^ thoi^ he did not aU 
ways bring home game. Qia &tlier was the 
more alarmed, because several of the. €bik>' 
dren of the Mist, encouraged by the 'in*- 
creasing troubles of the stat^ had ventured* 
back to their old haunts, nor did he Uiink 
it altogether safe to rene%any attadc upoi^ 
them. The risk of Allan, in his wander* 
iogSi sustaining injury from these vindio* 
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s 

^apprehension. 

K ^* I was mysdf upon a visit to the castle 
when this matter was brought to a crisk. 
AUaiifr Iwd been absent since day^ break in 
the woods, where I had sought for him in 
iTsra; itwas a dark stormy night, and he 
did no*, r^iim. His father expressed the 
utmost anxietyt and spdke of detaching a 
paity at the dawn of morning in quest of 
him, when, as we were sitting at the sup- 
per«table, the door suddenly opened, and 
AUan entered the room with a proud, 
irni, and confident air. His intractability 
of temper, as well as the unsettled state of 
his mind, had soch an influence over his 
fiither, that he suppressed all other tds:ens 
of dtspleaaurc^ excepting the observation 
that I had killed a fat back, and had re-^ 
turned before sun. set, while be supposed 
AUan, who had been on the hill till mid- 
night, had returiied with empty hands* 
* A^ you sare of that V said Allan, fierce* 
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j^.; ^hexe i« somethli^wUl tell yim aii^ 

ther tale/ 

: «< We now obierved his himdft were 
Uoody, and that there were spots of blood 
m hh face, and waited the issue with im« 
fAtience i Avben suddenly, undoing the cor« 
Ber of his plaid^ he rolled down on the ta^ 
ble a human head^ bloody. . and new se^ 
vered, saying, at the same time, ^Lie ifaoui 
where the head of a better man lay befojDe 
ye*' From the hagatd features^ and mat- 
ted red4)air and beard, partly grizzled witit 
9ge, bis father and others present, recog- 
nised the head of Hector of the Mist, Jt 
weU-known leader among the ouUaws, re* 
doubted for strength and ferocity, wba 
had been active in the murder of the w^, 
fortunate warden, and ba4 escaped t»y: 
desperate defence and extraordinm'y agilt* 
ty, when so '.mmy of his compaoiofis mase 
destroyed. We were «ll» it may bs bi^ 
Uevedf struck with surprise, but Allan re^. 
fy/uad to gratify our cuxsosifty $ and we mdy 

S 



oonjectared that he must hai^e overocHfte 
the outlaw afjter a desperate struggle, be* 
^cause we discovered that he had sustained 
several wounds from the contest. All mea» 
sures were now taken to ensure him againat 
the yiengeance of the free«booters» but nei^ 
ther4)is wounds nor the positive command 
of his father, nor even the locking the gat^ 
c^the castle and the doors of his apartment 
were precautions adequate to prevent Alt 
Ian from seeking out the very persons tD 
whom he was peculiarly obnoxious. . He 
made his escape by night from the window 
of the apartment, and laughing at his fa^ 
ther's vain care, produced on one occastoo 
the head of one, and upon another those of 
two of the Children of the Mist. At length 
these men, fierce as they were, became ap* 
palled by the inveterate animosity and au« 
daoity with which Allan sought out their 
recesses. As he oever hesitated to encoun* 
ler* aay odds, they concluded that he must* 
bear a charmed lifci or fight binder the guaiw 
di^nsbip of some supernatural in9u^nce# 



Neitfaer gUB» dirk, nor 4oarlacb^ tiiey mdV 
availed ai^bt against him. They impuled 
tl&s to the reinarkable circumatanceB uoder 
which he was born ; and at Iragth fi^e or tti 
of the stoutest Cateraoi^ of the Highland! 
wonld have fled at Allan's halloo, or the blast 
of his horn. In the meanwhile^ hovever, 
they earned on their old trade, and did 
the M^Aiilays, as well as thek kinsmen 
ai^ allies, fis much mischief as tilejr could; 
l*hli provoked another expedition against 
the tribe, in vhiefar I had my share f we 
sarprisedr them effectually, by besetting 
si once' the Bpper and under passes of the 
county, and made such clean work as is 
ususl on these occasions, burning and slay-^ 
ing right before ns. In tliis terrible species 
c^ war, even the females and the helpless 
do not always escape. One little maiden 
alone, who smiled ' upon AUan^s drawor 
Airk, escaped his vengeance upon my earu 
nest entreaty. She was brought to tim 
(»stle, and here toed op binder the naasBF 
df Annot Lyle, the most beautiful littkr 



fydry eertainly that ever danced QfM)ti t 
heatlvby moon« light. It was long ere AU 
fam could endure the preseiiee t>f the chik^ 
oatil it bccurfed to hiir imagination, fhna 
liCT filatures perhaps, that she did not be«- 
leng to the huted blood of his enemiesi 
bfrt had become tbehr captive in some of 
their incursions; a circumstance not tm 
ilaelf impossibie, bat in ivhichhe belitefvet 
as firmly as in holy writ. He is particular* 
ly delighted by her skill in miisic^ which il 
80- ezqumtet that she &r exceeds the best 
performers in this country in play 119 -on the 
ekihach orharp. It was discovered that this 
produced upon the disturbed spirits of Al* 
laot in his gloomient moods, beneficial e^ 
fects, similar to those ^sperienced by the 
Jewish monarch of old ; and so engaging 
is the tem|ier of Annot Lyle^ so fascina- 
ting the innocence and gaiety of her dispel. 
sitUMiy that she is considered and treated ia 
At castle rather as the sister of the pro» 
paietor, than as a dependent upon his cha^ 
fity» Indeed) it is impossible for any one 
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to see her without being deeply iotereited 
by the if^fiouity/ livelinesp, ao4 ftweetneas 
fsf her di0{K>flitiaii«'' 

*^ Take oare, my hwi," Ami An4enoii» 
■miUDg ; ^< thwe is dac;^ in suph viole&l 
oominendations» Alkn M'Aula^» as yew 
lordship describes him, would pco^jre no 
very safe rival." / 

. ^ Pooh ! pooh P' saitd Lord MeGtettb» 
la/ugfaingt yet blushing at the* same time j 
^* Alldn is not accessible to the passiom of 
•love i and for myself/' said he more grave- 
ly» ^< Annotrs unknown birth is a sm&dMA 
reason against serious designs^ and her wh 
psoteeted state precludes every other*'' 

*' It is spoken like yourself, my lord*" 
said Anderson.--^' But I trust you will 
proceed with your interesting story." 
- *Mt is well nigh finished^" said Xx>cd 
Menteiih ; *' I have only to add, that, from 
Ahe great strength and Qourage of Allsft 
M'Aulay, from his energetic and unoon^ 
troulable diflposUion, and from an optoiov 






gpeiierally entertaiiied and eocouraged by 
bimBelf^ that he holds communioa with tu^ 
peniataral beings^ and can predict futare 
events, the clan pay a much greater de* 
gipee of deference to him than even to hm 
brother, who is a bold^hearted rattling^ 
Highlander, but with nothing which, can 
possibly rival the CKtraordinary character 
of his younger brother.** 
. « Such a clyaracter," said Anderson, 
<* eanirot but have the deepest effect on 
the minds of a Highland host. We must 
secure Allan, my lord, at all events. What 
between bis bravery and his second sij^t^'^^ 

" Hush !" said Lord Menteitb, « that 
owi is awaking." 

•• Do yott talk of the second aght, or 
devieroacopiaf^ said the soldier; •* I. re* 
member memorable Major Monro telling 
me how Murdoch Mackenzie, born in Asi* 
»nt, a private gentleman in a company 
and a pretty soldier, foretold the death of 
Donald Tough, a Lochaber man, and e%u 
tain other persons, as well Us the hurt of 
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the mgar himfielf at a sadd^en onfaUiat the 
8ie|;e of Traiksuiid.'' 

: ^ J have, often ^t^ard of this facUltTv'* 
«bierv6d AndersoD, ** but I have sdwafs 
thought those pretending to it were^eitbetf 
enthusiasts or impostors^" ' 

^ I should be bth^*^ said Lord Menteith, 
*' to apply either character, to my kinsman, 
Allan M^AuIay. He has shewn on many 
occasions too much acuteness and sense, 
of whicb you this night had an instance, 
for the character of an enthusiast ; and hiis 
high sense of honour, and manliness ofdi^ 
position, free him from the chaise of im^ 
posture,** 

" Your lordship, then,'''said Anderson^ 
^Ms a believer in his super natinral attri^ 
butes?^ 

** By no means,**^ said the young nobte^ 
man ; '< I think that he persuades himself 
that the predictions which are, in reality, 
the result of judgment and reflection, are 
supernatural impressions on his mind, just 
as fanatics conceive the workings of theii? 
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#im imagination to be divine inspintiei^— 
nt least, if (his will not ntrve yoU| Ander* 
-son/ 1 have no better explanation to give ; 
and it is time we were all asleep after the 
toilsome journey of the day»** 
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CHAPTER VI. 



Coming evente oairt their shadows before. 

Campbell. 



. At an early hour in the morning tbe 
guests of the Castle sprung from their re- 
pose ; and, after a moment's private con* 
versation with his attendants. Lord Men* 
teith addressed the soldier, who was seat* 
ed in a comer burnishing his corslet with 
rot-stone and shamois-leather, while he 
hummed the old song in honour of the 
Tictoriqus Gustavus Adolphus :— 

Wben caimpn «^ x^wtlng, and bullets are Bjing, 
The lad that ^rould have honour, bojrSi must never 
dying. 



«< C»ptain Dalgetty," said Lord Men* 



t 
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teithy << the time is come that we must psrt^ 
or became comrades in service.'* 

^^ Not before break&st, I hope,** said 
Captain Dalgetty* 

. ^< I shonld have thought,** replied his 
lordship, ^ that your garrison was victual- 
led fi>r three days at least." 

^< 1 have still some stowage left for beef 
and bannocks^'' said the Captain j ^< and I 
never miss a favcmrable ppporlunity of re- 
newing my supplies.** 

" But/' said Lord Menteith, " no ju- 
dicious commander allows either flags of 
truce or tieutrals to remain ifi his camp 
Idnger than is^ prudent ; and therefore we 
must know yeun mind exactly, according 
to .which you shall either' have a safe. eeiD- 
duct to depart in peace, or be welcome to 
remain with us.'* 

'•« IVrfy,*^ said the Captain, ^ tiiat being 
'«he cade, I will not attempt to pititract the 
capitulation by a counterfeited parley, (a 
thing elceHently praetiaed by Sir Jamas 
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RamsAj At the siegft of HaaiMi» in the 
year of God 1686,) but I wiU fsankly own, 
tlut if I like yow pay as well as your pro- 
Tant aod your company, I care not how 
soon I take the oath to your cokMirs.** ' 

•< Our pay," said Lord Mentekh, ^Vmuat 
^ at present be small, since it is paid out of 
the common stock raised by the few 
amongst us'who can command some fun^f 
.*-as majw and adjutant, I dare not propme 
Captain Dalgetty more than half a dcrilar 
skday." 

<f The devil take all halves and quarteia !? 
said the Captain ; '< were it in my option, I 
could no nK>re consent to the. halving of 
that dollar, than the woman in the Judg- 
ment of SMomon to. the disseverment of 
the child of her hovels*'' 

<< The parallel will scarce hold. Gap* 
tain Dalgetty^ for I think you woqld-nu 
tiier consent to the dividing of< the dollar 
il^an give it up entire to ^ your compedtoc 
However, in the w»y of arreaia I ouy 
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ftfOraise joa die other hatf^dolkr hi the 
end of the cftmpaiga.'' 
\^vAh! these flrresfageSy" Mid Captain DaU 
gcMy, <' that af e always {Mramiaedy and' ai» 
wajs go Sn nothing ! Spain, Austria, and 
Sweden, all sing one song* Oh ! long life 
to the Hegan-mogans ! if they were no of- 
#Qars Off sddiens, they w0re good pay-mas* 
tent And yet, my lord, if I could bnt be 
nsade oertiorated that my natural heredt- 
tament of Drumthwacket had fallen into 
possession of any of these loons of Cove» 
itaateis^ who cmild be, in the event of our 
success^ made a tndtw o^ I have so much 
yalm ^oc that fertile and pleasant spot, 
tiiuiti would eTen take on wi' yoo for the 
eampaign.'* 

^ I can resolve Captun Dalgetty's ques- 
iifm§* sttd Sifabald, Lord Menteith's se- 
oond attendant, ^ for if has estate of Drum- 
thwacket be, as I conceive, the long waste 
iMorso caHed, that lies five miles south of 
Aberdeen, I can tell Imn it was lately pur- 
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ofaslsed by BUas Stracban, m rank-a rcdMrt 
as ever swore the Covenant.'* 

^< The crop^eateil tumtid !** said Captda 
Dalgefty, in i rage ; «* ii^faM the devil gave 
Iiifn the assurance to putchase the inheii^ 
tancfe of a family of four hundred years 
standing ?«^QfnfAeW miremveiiet,BBvm^MA 
tb nay at Mareschal College, that id to say^ 
I will pull him out of my father's hoUM 
by the ears. And s^i my Lord Menteitb^ 
I am yours, hand and sword^ b6dy aod 
sbrsA, till dicath'do us part, dr to the end of 
the liext campaigi), whicbever event «liaU 
first tome to pass*'* 

*<« And I/' said the y6ung noblenMH^ 
«« tlvet thebarga^ by a month's pay ill 
advance." 

<* That is more IhatllieccSsafry^'* Mid Dal- 
getty, pocketing the money howe^* " Bttt 
now 1 must go d^wn, lottk after tny "'Wte- 
saddle and abutltiements, and see 'tiiil 
Gustavus has his morning, and tfttt Wffi ¥* 
have taken new Service." 

" There goes your precious recruit,* 
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Jjooi MeDtistth to Aodevsoo, m the 
Captain teft tlie iOQin ; << I fear we thall 
kM^Mttfo efeedlt of htm." 

<< He 18 a man af the tiinesy howewr/' 
trniA Aadefscm; ^ and without suoh we 
ihouid hafdiy be able to carry on our en- 

^ Let us go down," answoed Lord Man« 
lakh) «< md «e how our miMfter is likely 
to thrive, for I hear a good' deal of 1)aatle 
ibibe cMtle«r 

When they entered thehall^the domes* 
tics keeling modestly in the back-ground, 
nioin^flig greetings ^past betweea Lord Men* 
teitfa^ Angus M'Atilay, and his English 
gueats, whfle Allan, occupying the same 
aettle which he had filled the preceding 
tffetifngi patdboattentioD whatever to any 

ooe* 

QMk Donald hastily rushed into the apart- 
ment. '< A message from Vich Alister 
Jfere % he is coming «ip in the evening." 

^< WUh how many attendants f iMid 

M«Aulay, 

11 



** Some Bve-md'pwtnty or ,thirt|^ mA 
Donakl, ^* bis brdiDftii^ ixtum^" 

«< Shake 4own p^Bty of straiT.uiuliif 
great barn," j;ftid the Lairdt . . 

Another servaDt here ^amUed hsatilff 
in, annouDctiig the expected arrival of Sir 
Hector McLean, *^ who is amvii^.ifUk'WL 
large folfowiog^' < . ^ 

"« t\it them in ihe makldlo»'* sMd H^^ 
lay; ^^ and keep the breadth of the tnid- 
denstead between them and the M^IX9- 
nalds i they are but unfiiends to . efi/ck 
other." , • 

Donald, flow re-enteisedt Us visage co9- 
sideraWy lengtheped— ^^« The tiel^s i* tlie 
Iblk," he said ; <' the bale Hiekanda are 
aateer, I think. Evan Dhu, (^ liocbwilt 
will be here in an hour, with.Loidlc^s how 
many gillies.'' - 

. «« Into the great bam with tbem beside 
the M^Donsdds^" said the Lair<jU 

More and more Chie(kw«re:an]iouaped, 
the least of whc^ would hav^ accoimted it 
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derogatory to hi^ dignity to stir without a 
retinue of six or seven persons. To every 
Hew annunciation, Angus M*Auley am 
swered by naming some place of accommo*- 
dation,-— the stable, the loft, the cow-house, 
tferesbedsi every domestic office was des- 
tined for the night to some hospitable pur- 
pose or accommodation. At length the 
arrival of M^ougat of Lorn, after all his 
means of accommodation were exhausted, 
reduced him to some perplexity. " What 
the^ devil is to be done, Donald ?" said he ; 
" the great barn would hold fifty more, if 
they would lie heads and thraws ; but there 
would be drawn dirks amang them which 
should lie uppermost, and so we shouLl 
have- bloody puddings before morning !" 

<< What needs all this ?" said Allan, start- 
ing up, and coming forward with the stern 
abruptness of his usual manner^ ** are the 
Gael to-day of sofler fiesh or whiter blood 
than their fathers were f Knock the head 
out of a cask of usquebae, let that be tlieir 
Bight gear— their plaids their bed clothes 



•>— and the blue skjr their ^anopyr ft^d tbt 
heather their couch-~€ome a thousand 
more, and they would, not qnarr^ on tiM 
broad heath for want of room T 

** Allan is right/' said his brother } *^ h 
is very odd how AUan^ whoy between our* 
selves^'' said he to Musgrave, ** is a liilik 
wowg seems at times to have moresease 
than us all put together^ Observe htm 
now."* 

^ Yes,** continued Allan, fixinjg his eyea 
with a ghastly stare upon the ^f^^ostte inde 
of the hall, «< they may well begin as tbqr 
are to end ;, many a mai^ will sleep thb 
night upon the heath,, that: when the MaVf 
tinmas wind shall blow shall lie there stark 
enough, and reck little of cold M lack of 
covering.** ^ 

«< Do not forespealc us, brother,** said 
Angus.; «* that is not lucky*** - 

«« And what luck is it then Uiat you ex-^ 
pectr* said Allan} and straining' his eyes 
until they almost started frami tibeir Bodlh 
ets, he fell with a convulsive ahudder Into 



the arms of Donsdd and his brother^ wbo» 

knowing the nature of his fits, had come 
Bear to prevent hit falL They seated him 
ypon a bench, and «iq^rted him until he 
oatne to hiiaaetf* and was about to ^eak« 

'* For God's sake, \AJUan,'' said his bra* 
tlier» who knew the ieipression his mystical 
werds weie likely to make on meay of the 
fuestS) *^ say nothing.to discourage us.'* 

** Am I he who' discourages you f aaid 
Allan ; *« let every man face his weird as I 
shall £ftce mine* That which must comet 

ft 

will eome ; and. we shall stride gallantly 
over many a field of victory ere we reach 
yon fatal i4aiughta:*place» or tread yon sable 
aeaffolda l*" 

^ What slaughterff lace ? what scaf- 
folds ?" exclaimed several voices ; for AU 
lan'e renown as a seer was generally eiAap 
bliahed in the Highlands* 

^< You will know that hut too soon/' an- 
swered Allan. /< iSpeak to me no more, I 
am weary of your quieations." He then 
piresaed his hand again^ his l»ow, restf d 
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elbow upon bis knee, and sunk hito 9 
deep reverie. 

<« Send for Annot Lyle, and thte harp,* 
said Angus^ in a whisper, to his servant t 
" and let those gentlemen follow me, whor 
do not fear a Highland breakfast.'* 

All accompanied their hospitable hind* 
lord excepting cmly Lord Menteith, who 
lingered in one of the deep embra8U{'e» 
formed by the windows of the hall. An- 
not Lyle shortly after glided iiito the 
room, not ill described by Lord Menteith 
as being the lightest and most faiiy figure 
that ever trod the turf by moon-Iigbt. Hep 
stature, considerably less than the ordinary, 
size of women, gave her the appearance of 
extreme youth, insomuch, that although 
she was ne^r eighteen, she might have 
passed for four yeu's younger. Her figure, 
hands, and feet, were formed upon a mo- 
del of exquisite symmetry with the si^e and 
lightness of her person, so that Titania her-* 
self could scarce have found a more fitting 
representative. Her hair was a dark shade 



^Ihe ooloiur usually termed flaxen, whose 
clustering ringlets suited admirably with her 
&ir comfdexion, imd with the playful, yet 
ilimple expression of her features* When, 
we add to these charms, that Annot, in 
her orphan state, seemed the gayest and 
happiest of maidens, the reader must allow 
us to claim for her the interest of almost all 
who looked oa her* In fact, it was impos* 
sible to find a more universal favourite, 
and she oflen came among the rude inha* 
bitants of the castle, as Allan himself, in & 
poetical mood, expressed it, ^< like a sun- 
beam on a sullen sea," communicating to 
all others the cheerfulness that filled . her 
own^mind. 

. Annot,. such as we have described her, 
smiled and blushed, when, on entering the 
apartment,. Lord Menteith came from his 
pUce of retirement,.and kindly wished her 
goocl-morniQg* 

. " And good-morning, to )fou, my lord," 
returned she, extending her hand to her 
friend ; M we have seldom seen you of late 
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at the c»d6) mA mml fat it id witl^D^ 
p^acefiil purpose*** 

*' At least, let me Mt intern^ your 
harmony, Annot,** said Lwd Mentei<ii» 
^* though my arrival may breed discoed 
elsewhere. My cousin, Allan, needs the 
assistance of your vcm^e and tnusic/' 

^ My preserver,'* said Annot Lyie, *• has* 
a right to my poor exertions ; and you, too,. 
my lord, — ^you, too^ sure my -preserver, acid 
were the most active to save a life that k 
worthless enough, unless it caa benefit my 
pfOtectorfti** 

So saying, she sate down at a. little dis* 
tanee upon the bench on whkh AUao M^- 
Aulay was placed, and tuning hec claur** 
shacb, a small harp, about thirty inches 
in height, she accompanied it with her 
voice. The air .was an ancient Gaelic me- 
lody, and the words, which were supposed 
to be very old, were in the same language $ 
but we subjoin a translation of them, by 
Secundus M^Pherson, Esq. of Glenfiwgen, 
wiiich, although submitted to the fetters 
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^ Eaglts^ rfajrilim, we tfust will be found 
nearly as genuine as the version of Ossian 
bjr his celebrated namesake* 

1. 

** Birds of omen dark and fbuly 
Nigbtpcrow^ ravea, hfit aad oirl^ 
Leave the sick man to hit dream*-* 
All night long he heard your soream^i** 
Haste to cave and rained tower. 
Ivy, tod, or dingltdthmrer^ 
Hiere to wink aadflaap, ibr> hark 1 
In the mid air sings the lark, 

2. 

<' Hie to moorish gills and rocks. 
Prowling wolf and wily foxr~ 
Hie you iatt, nor ;tum your view. 
Though, the lamh bleats to the ewe. 
Couch your trains^ and speed your flight, 
Safety parts with parting night ; 
And on distant echo born. 
Comes the hunter's c^y horn. 



'^ The moon's wan crescent scarcely gleams, 
Ghost-like she fades in morning beams ; 
Hie hence each peevish imp and fay 
That scare the pilgrim on his way >— 



976 TA&BA OF Bi¥ UkumMm* 

Qae&ch, k^y ! quenehy in bog a«d fenr 
Thy torch that cheats benighted men ; 
Thj dance is o'er, thy reign is done, 
For Benyleglo hath seen the sun. 

4. 
'^ Wild thoughts^ that^ sinful, dark anddeep, 
O'erpower the passive mind in sleep. 
Pass from the slumberer's soul away. 
Like night-lnists from the brow, of day :— 
Foul hag, whose blasted visage grim 
Smothers the poise, umierves the Umbv 
Spur thy dark palfrey, and begone I 
Thou darest not face the godlike sun." 



As the strain proceeded, Allan M^Auhy 
gradually gave signs of recovering his pre- 
sence of mind and attention to the objects 
around him. The deep-knit furrows of hid 
brow relaxed and smoothed themselves ; 
and the rest of his features, which had 
seemed contorted with internal agony, re- 
lapsed into a more natural state. When 
he raised his head and sat upright, his 
countenance, though still deeply melan* 
cholyt was divested of its wildness and* 
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ferocity; and in its composed state, al- 
though by no means handsome, the expres-' 
sion of his features was striking, manly, atid 
even noble. His thick, brown eye-brows,^ 
which had hitherto been drawn close toge** 
ther, were now slightly separated, as in the 
natural state ; and his grey eyes, which had 
rdled and flashed from under them with an 
unnatural and portentous gleam, now reco- 
vered a ateady and determined expression. ' 

'< Thank God !" he said, after sitting su 
lent for about a minute, until the very last 
sounds of the harp had ceased to vibrate, 
^* my soul is no longer darkened'^the mist 
hath passed from my spirit." 

^< You owe thanks, cousin Allan," said 
Lard Menteith, coming forward, ^ to An- 
not Lyle, as well as to heaven, for this 
happy change in your melancholy mood." 

<< My noble cousin Menteith," said Al- 
lan, rising and greeting him very respect- 
fully, as well as kindly, ** has known my 
unhappy circumstances so long, that his 
^kindness will require no excuse for my be- 



i»g tbM latft in biddiBg him wdconie td^. 
the cMtle.* 

<< We are too old acquajntasices, AUan»*. 
midhoiA Mepleidi, ^ and too good Gnenda^ 
to ttaad oa the ceremonial of oatwaid- 
greeting ; but here will be half the H^i»-. 
lands to*day, and, you hobw, with our 
Qouatattt Chie6 ceremony must not he 
niiglecledi What wttl you give little An* 
not' for nuddng you fit company to meeft. 
SvanDhn, and I know not how many Ixnw 
nets and feathers }" 

*^ What will he give me ?^ said Annot^ 
muling; ** Detinng less, I hope^ than the- 
best ribbon at the £Mr of Doune." 

^ The fiur of Doune, Anttot?* said 
Alhm sadly, ^ there will be bloody wodc 
befinre that day^ and I may never pee it ; 
bat you have well reminded me of what I 
have long intended to do.'' 

Having said this, he left the room. 

** Should he talk long in this manner/ 
said Ixird Menteith, <^ you must keep your 
harp in tune^ my dear Ahnot*'' 
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' '^ I liope not/* said Aiisot» anximnly} 
*^ this fit has been m long one, and pfoba* 
\Ay win not soon return. It is fearful to 
S0e a mind, naturally geoei ous and sSoo^ 
ttonate^ afflicted by this constitutional ms^ 
lady.** 

' As she spoke in a low and cm^^ttiai 
tane. Lord Menteith naturally drew dose, 

« 

and stooped forwards, that he migbt tha 
battw catch the sense of what she said. 
When Allan suddooly entered ike apart* 
menu they naturally drew bade from each 
other with a manner expressive of ccn^ 
seJousaess, ni if surprised in a conversation 
which they wished to keep secret from him* 
Urn did not escape Allans observation ; 
he stopt sh<ut at the doer of the apartment 
-«-.his brows were contracted-^his eyes roll* 
ed ; but it was only the paroxysm of a mo- 
ment. He passed his broad sinewy hand 
across his brow» as if to obliterate those 
ngm of emotion^ aiid advanced towards 
Annoty holding in his hand a very small 
box made of oskrwood, curicHisly inlaid. 
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•• I tkke you to witness,'' he said, << cousin 
Metiteith, that I give this box and its con- 
tents to Annot L}^le. It contains a few or- 
naments that belonged to my poor mother: 
— ^f trifling value, you may guess, for the 
wife of a Highland laird has seldom a rich^ 
jewel casket" 

** But these ornaments," said Annot Lyle,: 
gently and timidly refusing the box, ** be*, 
loi^ to the family — I cannot accept'' 

*< They belong to me alone, Annot," 
said Allan, interrupting her ; ** they were 
my mother's dying bequest. They are all* 
I can call my own, excqit my plaid and 
my claymore. Take them, therefore-—^ 
they are to me valueless trinkets-*-and keep 
them for my sake-^should I never return, 
from these wars." 

So saying, he opened the case, and pre^* 
sented it to Annot. ** If," said he, " they 
^re of any value, dispose of them for your 
own support, when this house has been 
consumed with hostile fire, atid can no 
longer afford you protection. — But keep 
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one ring in memoiy of Allan, who has 
done to requite your kindness, if not all 
he wished, at least all he could." 

Annot Lyie endeavoured in vain to re* 
strain the gathering tears, when she said, 
^' One ring, Allan, I will accept from you 
as a memorial of your goodness to a poor 
ofphan, but do not press me to take more ; 
for I can not, and will not, accept a gift of 
such disproportioned value."^ 

<* Make your choice, then," said Allan ; 
<< your delicacy may be well-founded } the 
others shall assume a shape in which they 
may be more useful to you." 

" Think not of it," said Annot, choo- 
sing from the contents of the casket a ring, 
apparently the most trifling in value which 
it contained ; ^ keep them for your own, 
or your brother's bride. — But, good hea- 
vans !" she said, interrupting herself^ and 
looking at the ring, ** what is this that I 
have chosen ?" 

Allan hastened to look upon it, with 
eyes of gloomy apprehension ; it bore, in 
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«Btmelf a deiUii*s l^ead above two eranod 
daggefs. Wbad AUain racofoized the da^ 
vice, he utt^ted a si^ lo deep» t&at gha 
dropped the ring from her hand, which 
rdled upon the floor. Lord Menteith 
picked it upy tudd returoed it.to the tarn* 
fied Annot. 

'^ I take God to witnesa^'^ aaid Allans 
<< that your hand, young lord, and not 
mine, hask again delivered to her this ill- 
omened gift. It was the mourning iiag 
worn by my mother in memorial of her 
muldered brother.*' 

<* I fear no omens*^ said Annot, smi- 
ling througfar her tc^uto ; ** and noAing 
coming through the hands of my two pa;-- 
ttfans," so she was wont to call Lord M^iw 
teitk and AUan, <« can bia^g bad lock to 
the poor orphan." 

She put the ring mi her finger, aod^ 
tnmtng to her harp, sung, . to a ilvdy alr^ 
the following verses of one of t^ faahioiii* 
aMe songs of the period, which had foind 
ita way, marked aa it w^ai witk the quaiiiC 
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byperbolical Uste of Kiog Charles's tine^ 
from some court masqiie to the wilds ol 
Perthshire. ^ 

** Gaze not. upon th^ starsj fond Mige, 

In them no influence lies ; 
To read the ftte of youth ot age^ 

Lookonmy Htlcs^a-eycft, 

'^ Yety ra^h astrologer^ refrain^ 

Too dearly would be won 
The ptescienoef of anotbe/s fthf^ 

Kpwpdiaied byliilte own," 

* w ' 

- ^' She is right, AUan/' said IiOrd Mm* 
teith } ^*' and this eod of aa old song is 
worth all we shall gaio by our attempt tQ 
look into fotwity." 

^ She is wrong, my lord,'' said AUaa« 
sternly, ^ though you, who treat with 
Ughtaess the warnings I have given you, 
may not lave to^see the event, of the omeo. 
Laugb not 80 scornfully/' he added, inter- 
rupting himself, ^ or rather laugh on as 
loud and as long as you wall ; your term of 
kibbler will find a paoM ece. long*" 



\ 
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•« I csTC not finr your visions, Allan,*" 
said Lord Menteith j *♦ however short mj" 
span of life, the eye of no Highland seer 
can see its termination.'* 

<< For Heaven's sake^'' said Annot Lyie,. 
interrupting: hini^ ^ you know his nature, 
and how little lie can endure"-^^- 



<< Fear me not," said. Allan, interrupting 
her,p— *< my mind is now constant and calm. 
—-But for you, young lord,'' said he, turn- 
ing to Lord MenteitK, ^^ my eye has sought 
you through fields of battle, where High- 
Imders and Lowlanders lay sfxewed' ais 
thick as ever the rooks sat on those an-* 
cient trees," pointing to a rookery which 
was seen from the window—" my eye 
sought you, but your corpse was not there 
—my eye sought you an^ong a train of un« 
resisting and disarmed captives^ drawn up 
within the bounding walls of an ancient 
and rugged fortress ;*— flash aft6r flash-^ 
pktoon after platoon — ^the- hostile shW; felt 
amongst them, but you were not among 
their ranks ; — scail^s were prepared^-^ 



Mocks were arrao^ed* saw-dust was spread 
-*^tbe priest. wiKs ready with his bcMric, the 
headsman with his axe— t)ut there, too, 
mine eye found you not." 

*^ T3ie gibbet, then, I suppose, mustbe 
my doom ?" said Lord Menteith. << I wish 
they had ^peuced me the halter, were it but 
£[>r the dignity of the peerage.** 

He spoke this scornfuUy, yet not with- 
out a sort of curioaity, and a wish to re- 
ceive an arnwei: ; for the desire of .pr^^iog 
iptp futurity frequently baa soiQe influeacQ 
QveQ 09 the minds of those who disavow 
^ belief in the possibility of apeh predict 

1»o»S* 

<* Your rank, my lord, will suffer ao dis^ 
honour in your person, or l^ the manner 
gf your death. Three 4imes have I seen a 
Highlander plant his dhrk in ]fOur bosom— « 
mA such will be your fate«*' 

<< I wish you, would describe him to me,'' 
said Lord Meuteith, ^< and I shall save Mm 
the trouble of fulfilling your prq)heqr« if 
^ jfi]»d be passable .to aword or fiattol/' 
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^ Your weapom," sakl AUab, ^ vouM 
•fail joii Iktle ; nor can I g^ve you the tow 
fetmaticm you desin. The face 4^ the "ri* 
Item has been evei: averted from me.'' 

''So be it then," said Lord Menteitht 
^ and let it rest in the nncertainty in whiph 
your augury has placed it I shall dine not 
the less merrily among plaids, and dirks» 
and kilts to-dayt,*" 

«<'It imy fee to,'* said Allan ; << and, it 
flMy be, you do ^tll to enjoy th^e mc^ 
flients, irhieh to tne are poisobed by'au« 
guries i^ Aiture eviL But I," he con- 
tiiiued-*^* I repeat to you, that this wea- 
pon,** touching the hilt of the dirk ^ieh 
he wore, «« carries your fafte«^ 

^ In the meanwhile,** said Lord Men- 
teHih, ** you, Allan, have frightened the 
bbod from the cheeks of Annot Ly1e-~ 
let us leave this discourse, my fUend, and 
go to Bee what vre both understand,— the 
progress of our nrilit4)ry prepawtions.* 

They joined AAgus M< Aulay and hb 
^Dglisli guests^ and, in ^ military discoi- 
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sions which immediately took plaoe^ AHaii 
^ewed a clearness of mind* strength of 
judgment, and precision of thought, totally 
inconsistent with the mystical light in which 
his character has been hitherto exhibited. 
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. CHAPTER VIL 

"Wben Allna her dayniore indignantly dnwB^ 
"When her bonneted chieftains around her shall crow^ 
Clan-Ranald the dauntless^ and Moray the proud^ 
All plaided and plumed in their tartan array—— 

Lochiel*s Warning, 

Whobvbr saw that moraing the castle cf 
Darnlinvarach beheld a busy and a gallant 
sight 

The various Chie&y '^niving with thek 
different retinues, which, notwithstanding 
^eir numbers, formed no more than their 
vsuai equipage and body guard upon oc- 
casions of solemnity, saluted the lord of 
the castle and each -other with ovefflow- 
tag kindness, or with haughty and dis- 
tant politeness, according to the circum- 

s 

stances of friendship or hostility in which 
their clans had recently stood to each other. 
Each Chief, however small fats comparative 



k imw» or KoiiTjBMi^ ail 

ti|iiK>rt^<^ 9heii^ed th« fiiU 4iqpo»ition to 

t|»pt frq^n t\^p rcftt th^ 4$fQrenpe due to m 

^efK^qt^ and iqdepQpdent priixoe ; while 

tb^ strcmger 91^ mare powerfu], divided 

aoio^ t;hemselves by recent contentionB 

or ancient C^ds^ were constratHed in po- 

Ifcy to use gr<eat deference to tbe feelingft 

^f tti wr less powerful bretiiren, in order^ 

ip csfse of need> tp attach as many as might 

be to thi^ir pwp intei^st and standard. Thus 

the meeting of Chiefs riesembled not a Iktle 

th(>se ancient Diets of the Empire, where 

t^e smallest Frey-Grq^ who possesae^ a 

<i^tle perched upon a barren crag, with a 

few hi^ndred acres around it, clidmed the 

state and honours of a sovereign prince, 

aipd a seat according to his rank among the 

"dignitaries of the empire. 

. Thefollowers of the dilTerent leaders were 

separately arranged and accommodated^ aa 

room and circumstances bestpernutted,each 

Teti^ning, however, his henchman,whowait^ 

^ ^se as the shadow, upon his person, to 

^ei^ectit^ whatever might be required by hia 

{mtron.. 
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The exterior of the castle afforded a BtS*- 
gtilar sciene. The Highlanders, from iif^- 
ferent islands, glens, and Wraths, ey^d eflielf 
cftber at a distance with looks of emulation, 
iflquisitive curiosity, or hostile malevolence| 
bat the most astounding part of the assem* 
Wy, at least to ia Lowland ear, was the Tlval 
performance of the bagpipers. These war- 
like mitistirels, who had the highest t>|>ttiion 
each of the superiority of his oWn tribe, 
joined to the most overweening idea of the *" 
importance connected with the profession, 
at first performed their various pibrocbs in 
front each of his own clan. At length, how- 
ever, as the black' cocks towards the end of 
the season, when, in sportsman's language, 
they are said to flock, are attracted together 
by the sound of each other's triumphant 
crow, even so did the pipers, swdling their 
plaids and tartans in the same triumphant 
manner in which the birds ruffle up their 
feathers, begin to approach each other witb* 
in such distance as might give to thdr bre« ' 
thren a sample of their skill. Walking within 
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a short distance, and eyeing each other with 
looks in. which self-importance and defiance 
might be traced, they strutted , pulfed^ and 
plied their screaming instruments, each play- 
ing his own favourite tune with such a din^ 
that if an Italian musician had lain buried 
Within ten miles of them, he must have 
risen from the dead to run out of bearing. 
The chieftains meanwhile had assembled 
in close conclave in the great hall of the 
<!astle. Among them were the persons of 
the. greatest consequence in the High- 
lands, some of them attracted by zeal for 
the royal cause, and many by aversion to 
tiiat domination which the Marquis of Ar- 
gyle, since his rising to such influence in 
the state, had exercised ewer his High- 
land neighbours. That statesman, indeed, 
though pofssessed of very considerable abi- 
lities, and very great power, had fallings 
which rendered him unpopular among the 
Highland dfaiefs. The devotion which he 
proMfessed was of a morose and faoiUjcal 



fshKrajcter $ 'hi3 ambitiov ii|>peved to •bie uv 
vatiabtej aad inferior chiefs conplaiped of 
his want of bounty and liberality. Add I9 
tbift ^at although a Higfalander, and of » 
fami^ dl^6i%ui6h^ for valour before mi 
w»9^ QjiXt9pk iGrramach, i^which wm the 
pergonal disUnction he bore m the fiUgh- 
laodn, wh^ve titles^ rank are unknown^} 
w«s >u$p9icted of being a better man in the 
4:abi%et thim iu the field. 'He and his tribe 
l¥0re jparticularly dbno^mus to the M'Do- 
iialdB;and theM^LeanSt two numerous septet 
w1k>i though disunited by ancient feuds^ 
agrf^ed in an intense didike to the Canip» 
bfiUs, or, as they were called, the Cbildrea 
9fPiarmi4« - 

For siome tiaae the asaeinbled Chiefe te- 
roaiued sJHentf tmtil some one should open 
^e business i^f the greeting* At len^h 
one 0fitbe most powerful of them comsMB- 
ced the4ijBt hy sayii^,~** We have been 
wmtnfitxed hither, M^^ulay*, to consult trf 

^^ig^'^^tt^^ conqerotDg Hhe Kon^ af- 
fairs, and those of the state, and we cnre 
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t6f ktu»w by whom they are to be tiephAntd 

tOUftf 

M^Auky^ irfaose ttreogth Ad not lie in 
0ratot7i inl^Emited bin wiaii that Lord Men- 
Ititfa should open the bimness of the coun* 
eil4 With- great modesty, and, at the same 
time, with' spkit^ that young lord said, *< be 
wttiied t¥hat h^ was about to propose had 
emae trota^ some person of better known, 
.aisd more established character. Since, 
howjsven it lay with him to be spokesman, 
hS^badtiOi'State to the ehiefs assembled, that 
tlioM who Wished to throw off the base yoke 
«l|ichfai}atieisttrhad endeavoured to wreath 
rdand theijp necks, had not a monient to' 
l^se* The Cdvenantera,'* he said, •« after 
iKaVing twice made war upon their so ve- 
r^gn, and having extorted from him every 
request, reasonable^ or unreasonable, whicb 
tbey ffaotlglit proper to exact^after their 
chiefs had been leaded with dignities and! 
|iiirottfa->-after having publicly declared, 
oMrhen his Majesty, irfber a gracious visit t^ 
the land d his nativity, was upon his re-* 
.turn to EbglaUd, f^t he returned a. eon«* 
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tented King from a contented people^^^a^ 
ter all this, and without even the ptetext 
fora national grievaivce, the &ame men teare, 
upon doubts and suspicions, equally disbo^ 
nourable to the King, and groundless in 
themselvesi detached a strong army, to as-: 
sist his rebels in England, in a quarrel wttb 
which Scotland had no more to do than sht 
has with the wars in Germany, It wa«; 
well," he said, << that the eagerness ivrith- 
which this treasonable purpose -was pur- 
sued, had blinded the junto who now usu!p«» 
ed the government of Scotland to the risk* 
which they were about to incur. The armj 
which they had dispatched ta England utt* 
der old Leven comprehended their yet^as 
soldiers, the strength of those armies whicb 
had been levied in Scotland during the two 

former wars" 

Here Captain Dalgetty endeavoured to 
rise^ for the purpose oi explaining how 
many veteran officers, trained in the Grer* 
man wars, were, to his certain knowledge^ 
in the army of the Earl of Leven. But 
Allan M'Aulay holding him down in thi 



i 
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Wrtwith (me hand^ pressed the fore-finger 
^^ the other upon his own lips, and, though 
with some difficulty, prevented his inter* 
jfecence.; .Captain Dalgetty looked 'Upon 
^him with a very scornful and indignant 
.air, by which the other's gravity was in no 
fWay moved, and Lord Menteith proceed* 
.ed. without farther interruption. 
.. ^* The moment," he. said, "was most 
favourable for all true<^hearted and loyal 
Scotchmen^ to shew, that the reproach their 
.o#untry had lately undergone arose from 
•the selfish ambition of a few turbulent and 
iieditipus men, joioed to the absurd fanati- 
LOism.wbich^ disseminated from five hundred 
.fplpitft, hod i^read like a. land-flood over 
.the Xrowlands of Scotland. He had letters 
.firomi the Marquis of Huntly in the north, 
which he should shew to. the chiefs sepa- 
.fgtely*. That nobleman, equally loyal and 
^werful, was determined to exert his ut- 
.jptfi9t ^ner^y in ihe qommoa cause, and the 
.powerful Earl of Seaforth was prepared to 
jpki the, same standnl'd. From the Earl of 
Aifly? f^^ ^^' Ogilviea in Aogiisk^hire, he 



had had fcotifiitiuiiinttohs e^oa% 'doeiteft; 
and there was no doiibt that these» Wh^ 
ivith the Hays^ Leiths, Burnets; mad oUrar 
loyal gentlehien^ would be sooh on hvati- 
back, would form a body far aiore Aitb 
sufficient to overawe the lioirtbem Co* 
venanters, who had afre!ady experieneed 
their valour in the well- known rout wbidi 
was popularly termed the Trot ofTc*iflI 
South of Forth and Tajr/* hb skid, «< tfie 
King had many friends, who, X3pprefeed Hy 
enforced oaths, compulsatoty levies^ hm^ 
taxes, unjustly itnpdsed^d imequaHy li* 
vied, by the/ i^aniiy of' 4he CSommctte^ irf 
Estates, and tixe i0quitttorial insoitnoe: of 
the Pretbyteifiaii diivioes, wiAted .but lilB 
wsving cxf tht Toynl baiuet taibake uptamift* 
Douglas,. Tra^uair, i Roxbuigh, Humoi «U 
friendly to the rc^al cause, would couvifeftw 
balano^^' ,he |toid, <^ the Covenanting «a» 
terest in the ^mk^ ; Md t^#o genU4ilMM, 
of name and quality^ hete fyttesent^ &Ma 
the north of Koglaiid, woiild A]i««<Mr Air 
the zeai of Comberiand, WeatmowlaMk, 
and NorttonJierliaidi Ag»Mt so auiay 



M TXBlaaf or momtaosi*. s$7 

fptttnA genlleniea tiie soutbem Covfsnaift* 

tors oatdd biit arm raw levito; the Whig* 

flihdlrai of the ikrestarn sfairesy and the plow* 

Am And mecfaaoids of the Lo^-cbuntry* 

fy^* the West Highlands, he knew no in* 

iwest which, the Covekianters possessed 

ttiese^ except thAt of one individual^ aS 

^^'knaiwn as* he was odious. But was 

tMe a single man, who^ on casting his eye 

Mttod this hdl, and itcognisinjg the power, 

tliegpiliaatry, and the dignity of the chiefs 

taeinUed, couMentertain a monlent'd doubt 

ef their success against the utmost force 

whieh QiUeepie Grumadh could collect. 

^(ttSMt them? He had only farther to add, 

tiMt considiM*able fiinds, both of money and 

anoMinition, had been provided for the 

anny— (Here Dalgetty drew himself up, 

and looked round)-^that officers of ability 

aad experience in the foreign wars, one of 

whonik waa- now present,, had engaged to 

tnm such levies as might require to be 

diici]^aed (f-Hind that a numerous body 
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of auxiliary forces frbm Iretmid, Itef^ 
been detached from the Earl of Antrim^ 
from Ulster, had saceessfally accomptidfi 
ed their descent npon the main land» aoi 
with the assistance of Clanrabald's people, 
having taken and fortified the castk <^ 
Mingarry, in spite of Argyle's attempto 
to intercept them, were in full nmrch t# 
this place of rendezvous. It only remain- 
ed," he said^ ^^ that the noble Chiefii m^ 
sembled, laying aside every lesser consi* 
deratidn, should umte, heart and hand, ift 
the common cause ; ' send the Sery cross 
through their chins, in order to colieet 
their utmost force^ and £brm their jums 
tion with such celerity as to leave the 
my no time, either for preparation^ or 
covery from the panic which would sprdad 
at the first sound of their pibroch, fibr 
himself,*^ hesaid^ << though nei^er among 
the richest n(»r the mo^ powerful of tte 
Scottish nobiKty, felt that he had to M|i^ 
port the dignity of a[n ancient and honoor* 
able nation, and to that cause he was dt^ 

1* ' 
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tomiaed to derote both life and fortune. 
If those who were more powerful were 
mfmllj prompt, he trusted they would de» 
MGire the thanks of thdr Kipg, and the gra- 
titude of posterity." 

' Loud apphuise feUowed this speech of 
Ixurd Meoteith, and ^testified the general 
oqmescenee of all present in the sentiments 
^prbich he had expressed; but when the 
about had died away, the assembled Chiefs 
^oMinued to gaze upon each other as if 

emaething yet remained to be settled. Aj& 

• 

ktr fiome whispers among themselvee,^ an 
i^d man, whom his grey hairs rendered 
^M^pectable, although he was not of the 
lowest order of Chie&, aeplied to whs^ had 
Been saio* 

'' Thane of Menteith/* he said, << ye« 
liave well spoken, nor is there one of us in 
whose bosom the same sentiments do not 
:burn like-^fire* But it is not strelngth alone 
that wins the fight ; it is the head of the 
oommander as weU iis Hit arm of the soW 
idier, that brings Wctory^ I ask of jeu 



who te.tfr law afed 'awtaw ibe iiiimr 
Wttkr iridoh we am imnted I0 riir mod 
jwiaftct onfielvea?* WiUit he ecpeeted^llni. 
w ahodbd rjaque mv ekfldiM»» eied 4te 
flower of our kinsmen, core we ksew to 
Mihoae gaidiMce tlMf «re jntrueted I Thie 
ivtf e leadtt^ those to sbughter* iiiioiB» iijr 
liie ksrs of Ood and mui, it is mm duty to 
fretcot. Wher^ is the royal oowfeussiitt^ 
iittder whiok the lieges are to be convooa^ 
jkedin arms? SkD|Ae and mde aawe aajr 
be.deeased; wekaovsoasethisiif of.ihe«aki^ 
Wished raies of war aa^irali as of the kwa 
aif *Ottr couatry f nor will we Brm o u rs e hwa a 
against the general peaee, uidess by the cbc» 
press Qommaiids of the King^ and uader la 
leader fit to command such men as amfaea^ 

iMHemhkd/' 

«« Where wtmld you Bud such ^ JeaAari^ 
aaid another Chief, sterfiiog up». ** emiog tktt 
se^esentative of the Lords of the Iale%. eiu 
titled by birth and hereditary descent to lead 
.fiNTth the array of eM^«y etaa oS the High^ 
leads I and wh^e is titial dignity lodge(|» 
save in the house of Vich Alister More l^ 




«« i aoteowMge^" mid Modier Chieri 
feigeriy itttttxikptiag tte spMktri >« tj^ 
ifulh in^wfaat has been fitit ^^ but sot 
the kdmokcek If Yioh Aliater More A^ 
«MitobefaeldfqpNftawtetive<>ftlie ]^d« 
cf the Itlenb let htm irat shew hk blood :1b 
lirldiir thnn mioffi** t 

. << That 18 8000 pirated/' said Vkh Mat^r 
More^ iayiog hia Imid Upon the basket*hil|; 
ef his olayjmare^ Lonl M^ateith threv 
htmaelfbetweM them, eBtreatiag «Bd imr- 
fkoting each to rememb^ that the InteraMf 
^fScothiMytiie liberty of their countrf, aa4 
ikt cause of their King, ought to be.»u|>% 
ffior isi their ejres to any personal disputes 
napeettng desceofc, raiik, aod ]>reoedeqca 
Sar^nd of the HigUand Chiefs vAkO had 
no desire to admit the claims of either chi(# 
takiy interfi^red to the same purpose, and 
mam with more emfdiasis than the celelM»^ 
ted Ewim Dhu. 

^ I hate come from my laifiest'^ hotaM§. 
«« aa a stream desceftdsfsom the hiUs^ j|d| 
tottim^agMift but t^* accomplish my cpajpt^ 
It is not by lookii^ back to our own pre- 
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teamms thst we riiaU serve Sootla&d or 
King Charles. My voice shall be for thai 
geseral whom the King shaH name, wlw 
win doubtless possess those* qualities whtdi 
are ^fieeessary to commatid men like ua* 
High-bom he must be^ or we shali lose out 
rank in obeying him — wise attd sldlfttl^ or 
weshellendanger the safety of ottr-pedple--« 
bravest among the brave^ or we shall peril 
eur own honour— template, firm, and 
manly, to keep us united. Such is the man 
that -must cominand us. Ara you pr^ps- 
Ttd^ Thane of Menteiih, to say where audi 
a general is to be found ?" 

^ There is but one»?' said Mm M« An^ ^ 
^ and here,"* he said, laying bis hand upon 
Ae Moulder of Andemon, whoatood be^ 
hind Lotd Mentdith, <' here he stands*'' ■ 

Thi6 general ei^rise of the meeting was 
expressed by an impatient mnHiuir ; wlien 
Anderson, throwing l^ck the cloak in 
w&ich his face^ was muffl^d^ and stepping 
forward, spoke thus^^{-^<« 1 did not kmg in. 
t»d to be a Silent spectatof of Ihis' inte^ 
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resting scene, although my hasty fnend 
has obliged me to , disclose myself some- 
what sooner than was my intention* Whe- 
ther I deserve the honour reposed in me by 
this parchment wiO best appear from what 
I shall be able to do for the King's service* 
It is a commission,* under the great seal, to 
James Graham, Earl of Montrose, to com- 
mand those forces which are to be asseoi*- 
bled for the service of his Majesty in tbit 
kingdom.'' 

A loud shout of approbation burst from 
the assembly, 'niere was, in fact» no other 
person to whom, in point of rank, these 
proud mountaineers would have been dis* 
posed to submit. His invetet ate and heie* 
ditary hostility to the Marquis of Aigyle 
insured his engaging in the war with suflU 
cienfr energy, while his well-known, military 
talents, and his tried valour, aiSn'ded every 
hope of his bringing it to a favourable con* 
alusion*^ 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

OttrpIotiBAgDOdpbtasBverirafllaid; oiffftknds tili6' 
idl CMWiuft : a good plot^ good Mendflb aiid f^ 
'? weaodknt pbty nry good friendi*. 

Hmrs/ ^y^ PartL Act IL Sc. I 11^ 



No sootier had tlm genial acolamation of^ 
jvjrfid surprise subsided^ tinui silence was 
eagerly demanded for reading the vojaL 
eoamiissioB ; and tht bOAnets, which hither* 
to eftoh chief bad wort^ {Mrobably becauao- 
MiwHliiig to be the irst to uncover^ were 
now at once vailed ia honour of the royal 
wartnnt It was couched in the most fuU 
attd auqde termi^ autiioriaing tbe Ekrl oif 
Montrose to assemble the subjects inarms^ 
for the putting down the present rebellion^ 
which divert traitors and seditious pet* 



n 
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sons had levied ftgftiost the Kiog^ to tbeiii% 
nifi^st forfaultur^ as it Stated, of th«ir JtUt> 
giapcej and to the breaehof the pacificafeioft 
between the two kingdoms. It enjoined aU 
suboiVlinate authoiitieis to be obedient and 
assisting to Mobtrose in his ^nt^rpr&e } 
gave him the power of making ordinances 
and proclamations, punishing misdemea^- 
oufs^^ pardoning criminals^ placing and di«- 
placing governors and consmaliders* In fm^ 
it was as large and fiili a commisdon as any 
with which a prince could entrust a subject. 
So soon as it was fifAshed, a shout burst from 
th/9 assembled chiefs, in testimony o^ tknw 
willing submission to the will of their Sove* 
^eigja* Not contentted with ge&er aUy tbaok* 
lig.tl^em for a reception so favourablff 
MonAro^ ha^ened to address himself U> 
incUviduals^ The aiost im|iH>rtant chiefs 
had 4ready been long personally known tp 
hj»i but even to th^se of inferior oons^ 

r 

^wmoe he aow introduced himseU^ and by 
ibei ac^uftiBtaace he displayed with tbe^r 
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yecoliardeaignationsi and tfiecircumstanc^ 
•od history of their clani^ he shewed how 
long he must have studied the character 
of the mountaineers^ and«o prepared* him*. 
.#eif for'sach a situation as he now held. 

While he was engaged in these acts of 
courtesy, his graceful manner, expressive 
features, and dignity of deportment, made 
e singular contract with the coarseness and 
meanness of his dress. Montrose possess*- 
ed that sort of form and face, in which the 
beholder, at the first glance, sees nothinj^ 
extraordinary, but of wliicbtfae interest be* 
comes more impressive the longer we gaze 
upon them. His stature was very little 
above the middle size, but in person he was 
uncommonly well built» and capable both 
of exerting great force, and enduring Hiuch 
fatigue. I n . fact, he enj oy ed~ a constit u tiOH 
of iron, without which be could not have 
sustained the hsH^dshipa of his extraordmary 
campaigns, through all of which he subject- 
ed himself to the hardships of the meafiest 
soldier. He was perfect in all exercisest 
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whether peaceful or martial» and possessei!^ 
6f course, that graceful ease of deportment 
proper to those to whom habit has rendered 
all postures easy* His long, brown haiPr ac- 
cording to the custom of men of quality 
among the Royalists, was parted on the top 
jof his head, and trained to hang down on 
•each 3ide in curled locks, one of which, de* 
iCending two or three inches lower than the 
Others, intiinated^ Montrose's compliance 
!wlth that fashion against which it pleased 
Mr Prynne, the puritan, to write a trea- 
tise, entitled, •• The Unloveliness of Love- 

iiOCKS» 

. The features which these tresses inclosed, 
^were of that kind which derive their inte* 
fest from the character of the man, rather 
jtfaan from the regularity of their form. But 
« high nose, a full, decided, well-opened, 
quick grey eye, and a sanguine complexion, 
made amends for some coarseness and irre* 
gularity in the subordinate parts of the face; 
so that^ in general, Montrose might be t6rm> 



ed fatbeir a haiidsdnig, tbftB i bifd-fti^tdi^ 
red man. But those wbo saw him when hit 
soul looked through those eyes with all the 
ettergy and fire of genius — ^tfaose who beai^ 
liim speak with the authoi^ity df taknf^ and 
the eloquence of nkture, Were impressed 
with an opinion even of his external for Jb^ 
inore enthusiastically favourable than tfat 
j^rtraits which still survive wouM entide 
tis to asctfte to them. I^cb, jatieaat^ wte^ 
the hti^ression he ftilade upon the assembled 
Chiefs of the inountameers, ovep whcmi^ae^ 
upon all persons ih their stkte of society, 
personal appearance has no small intf uenceib 
In the discussions which followed his dis- 
covering himself, Montrose explained th6 
Vaiious risks which he had run in his pre- 
sent undeitaking. His first atCeMpt had 
been to assemble a body of loynUi^ in the 
ftorth df England, vi^ho, inol^dienee to tltt 
ordecs of the Mai'^luis of Newc^ttei be eit«- 
pected would have inarched into Sfcotland | 
but the disinclitiation o^ the £ngUfeh> to^ 



Antcini* who was to have l^oded 19 thf 
ISi^way Fiirth witk his Irish army, .pre vepitr 
<d bis /exeoutiag this desigo; and oth$t 
^aps having in like manner fiiiled^ he ati^ 
ted that he found himself under the neoe^ 
9sty of assuming a disguise through the 
Ix>wkndst in which he had been kindly aa« 
^tsted by bis kinsimn of Menteith. ^y whut 
aueans Allan M< Aulay had cooiie to k^now 
hiniy he OQuld not {tt:et;end to eicplaii|») 
Those who knew Allan's prophetic pret^n^-; 
aions, smiled mysteriously ; but he himflielf 
only replied, that ^' the Earl of Montrose 
need not be siirfurioed if he was known to 
tfaoussoids, of whom he himself could re-, 
tain no memory.** 

** By the honour of a cavalier," said Capr- 
taun Ba^etty, finding et length an oppor- 
tunity to thrust in his WQrd» '< I am proud 
and happy in hAviog an opportunity ' of 
drawing a sword uodier your lordsbip'scom* 
nand } and I do forgive all grud^ fU^U 
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omtetit, and maliceof my hearty toMr 'AL- 
l«n M^Aiilay, for haviiig thrust tnei dowA 
to the lowest seat of the board yestreen. 
Certes, he hath this day spoken so like a 
man having full command of his sei^s^ 
that I had resolved that he was no way en* 
titled to claim the privilege of insani|y. 
But since I was only postponed to a no- 
ble earl» my future commander-in-chief, . 
I do» before you all, recognise the justice 
of the preference, md heartily salute AMm 
aa one who is to be hh hn-camarado.'* 

Having made this speech, which was^ 
little understood or attended to, without 
putting oft* his military glove, he seized on. 
Allan's hand, and began to ^ak,e it with 
violence, which Allan, with a gripe like « 
smith's vice, returned with such force, as 
to drive the iron splents of the gauntlet 
into the hand of the wearer. 

Captain Dalgetty might have construe, 
this into a new affront, had not his atten* 
Moi^ as be stood blowing Mid shaking hi§ 



btnd, )>e6n . saddeaijr called by Motitrdii* 
hiinself. ^ 

^< Heur tbts news^** he said, <« Captain 
Dalg6tty-^I should «ay. Major Dalgetty,— 
the Irish, who are to profit by your miU* 
taiy experiefice» are fioifr within a few 
leagues of 08." 

*^ Our deer-stalkers/' said Angus M'Att« 
ln^t ^* who were abroad to bring in venison 
. f0t this honpurabie party, have heard of a 
band of strangers, who speak neither Saxon 
nor pure Gaelic, and can with difficulty 
nmke themselves be understood by the 
people of the country, who are marching 
this way in arms, under the leading, it is 
said, of Alaster McDonald, who is common- 
ly callcid Yottng.Colkittow'V 

<< These must be our men,** said Mon- 
troa^; '* we must hasten to send, messen- 
gers forward, both to act as guides and to 
relieve their wantsL*" 

: ^ The last,** said Angus M< Aulay, ** will 
be ao, easy matter; for I am informedi 
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IImiI^ eau^ptiog muskets and a very SMid 
ammunitiony they want every thing tim 
%p|di(Sr$ should have; and tb^ are parti- 
caulniiy deficieo|t m oMMiiey » in shoes^ and in 

^ ^ Ihere is at least no use in sayiD|^ flpi^ 
said Montrose, <* in so loud a tone. l?he 
puiitun .w^wrs of Glasgow shall ptovide 
libMi plenty of bi oad-dodi when we mal(« 
a diescent from tha Highlands^ and if tke 
ministers could pr^oh the o|d women of 
t^ Sottish fboroughs out^f tibeir^vel^s of 
qnprry, to make 'teats to the .fellows etf 
Quuie I«aw« I wiH tiy whethw I have pert 
a ilijttl? interest both to omke these godly^ 
drones renew their patriotic gift, and the 
prick, eared knaves, dateir Imsbands^ open 
thieir puraes.'' 
^4yod,. respecting arms," said Captsia 



Z^Ig^tly* ^^ifyouriordshipwiHpcnnttmi 
old cavalier to speak his mind, aathattbe 
pn^jthird have musk|3ts, my dai^lkig weapon 
w/Mi](d tic <^e iiike for <^ remainder, sriie* 
ther for resisting a charge of horse, or for 
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bMjiking the infimtry* A common smiftk 
will make a faendred pike-heads in a day i 
here is [denty of wood for shafts ; and I 
will uphold, tlmt) aecording to the best 
usages of war, a strong battalion of pikes, 
dniWB up in the fashion of the Lion of the 
North, the imteortal Gustavus, would beat 
die Macedonian phalanx, of which I used 
to iead in the Mareschal CoHege, when I 
studied in the ancient town of Bon-accord ; 
and:furiher, I will venture to predicate**^— 

7he Captain's lecture upon tactics was 
here suddenly interrupted by Allan M<Au« 
lny, who i^id, hastily,-?-** Room for an un- 
expected and unwelcome guest." 

At the same moment, the door of the 
hfttt opened^ and a grey-haired man, of a 
very stately appearance, presented l)imself 
to the assembly. There was much dignity, 
and even authority, in his manner* Hitr 
stature was above the common size, and 
his! Iboks such as were iiied to command* 
He cast a severe, and almost stem glance 

To£. m* o 



314 TALES OF mr iMmtoau 

upon the assembly of chiefs. Those of %e 
higher rai^k among them returned it wi& 
scornful indifi^rence ; but some of the west- 
ern gentlemen j of inferior power, looked as 
if they wished themselves elsewhere. * ** To 
which of this assembly,'' said the stranger, 
<* am I to address myself as leader ; or 
have you not fixed upon the person whais 
to hold an office at least as perilous asit is. 
honourable ?' 

*^ Address yourself to me. Sir Duncan. 
Campbell," said Montrose, stepping for- 
ward, 

«« To you !" said &r Duncan Campbell, 
with some scorn. 

«« Yes, — ^to me,** repeated Montrose^ — 
" to the Earl of Montrose, if you have for- 
got him." 

** I should now, at least," said Sir Dun- 
can Campbell, ^< have had some difficuby 
in recognising him iti the disguise of a 
groom. — And yet I might have guessed that 
no evil influence inferior to your lordship's^ 
distinguished as one who troubles Israel, 



could have collected tx^ther this raAhj^ 
s^^bly of misguided persons."' 
, *< I will anSiW^r , unto yoUf"* said Mqq. 
tip^e, « in the maniier of your own Puri* 
tans. I have not troubled Israel* but thou" 
and thy father's house.. But let us leave an 
altercation^, whkh 13 of little consequence 
but to. ourselves, and hear the tiduigs you 
have brought from your chief of Argyle j 
for I must conclude that it is in his qame 
that ydu have come to this meeting." 

** It is .in ti^e nan^e. of the . Marquis of 
Argyle/' said Sir Duncw Campbell*-^^^ in 
ll^e naine of tiie Scottish Parliament* that I 
demand to know the meaning of this singu* 
lar convocation. If it is designed to disturb, 
the peace of the country* it were but acting 
like neighbours* and . men . of honour* to 
ffive. us some intimation to stand upon our 
guard." 

<Mt is, a singulaf* and new sm;e of. af- 
£urs in Scotland*" said JVIontrofie* turning 
from Sir Duncan Campbell to the assem- 
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mily cannot tn^l in thei fadtise <^a 6<tantttott 
fii«tld without iA ftiquisibfidiridit anld <ie- 
initDd, od tHe pa'iH; of <Aif Miri^ to kfltf# 
tite' sirii^et of our ctitifiTtltibe. t^Mtiki 
oar ancestor^ ^ek«- acCOsftAsf^ tb Udid 
^gtBcbcl! htinfttftgs, at diii'eir' T^tpdatis tit 
ifteetin^, viilfout asking* the leavad^rdf 
ibe greM M'Caflum Mot6 hhasdf, ot df 
Hay of his etfiiss&rie^ of Aepeadaifti.*' 

" The timen hite betett strdh k StAit^ 
k(nll,'^'^swei'6dOtteof the-WefttJem ^efs, 
*<'aDRrisucH tlhe)r>i^ a^l^, #Hentbe>id:. 
6ti;d6ts on dafafndi^po^eittlolMiii^^pfaU 
rtdiiced tat b^ lairds' of !Lclcht^#, ittst^^ 
«f dver^reading u^Hke* it biiid of ^Vi6tif. 
ittg locttstsu** 

'« Am I- tb tifid^rsbtM; tli«tt,^ sttid Hit 
DteA^i ««'ttiat it is agaihtt ^ilMn«laIctto 
^at these pcq^arations are directed ?'0f itii 
we dfflj'tb be Stj£[^ret8<ih eottimbif witii the 
ptixitm isia orderly ihhabiiltttV 6f ^kft^ 
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NATtiQg hfi«tily up) *< one <{apt|tion at . the 
Kftlght of Ardeitvohr, ere he {H^cetds fur^ 
^«e ii^ bife 4ftri«f c«tQohiain.— Uw hie 
^qghjb inoM thftn odjb life to thid <VMU<ei»' 
tivit h« vmtwics to iojtrud^ «moi^ ui ^ 

imploriB jrajHT p»kienc«» ft tmmagvt ^"Hm 
099198 jmoflg wh fcHT tlie pui|K)se of om^ 
iMyny, !i94nttUed to frMom of sfeeob, imd 
«. jM'e iBoiidiM^ Aod itfneis Su? Diinow^^ 
Cftmid^U It to pre»if}g, I oftj^ mA if I in* 

$N»a him, fwe hiji gwdanoe* thai h« is iq n 
ftwpoibly of tb« Kiog*» loj'iil sutgecte, «oa« 
-vAkftd ^y {9(b ijB big M<(je8ty'ini9ine a^ aa*^ 
titovit/t aA<} ft9 empowend by his Ut^Hif'it 
rojul cQiPiaiUstoli*'' 

«* We are to hav^e* l.hfi>« I ft»wvi»t* wid 
4pf SMiK«i« CfMKipbieU, ** ft t^ini war in all 
i^ (vml I h9»^ hem too long a «pldier 
"Ut view i^ apfHfoa^ wjtb mmpty ; ^i^ it 
woud«L bave b«e« 6^20)}^ LfHid of >S4>Qtf»0^^ 
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honour, if, in this matter, be had consulted 
his own ambition less, and the peace of the' 
country more/' 

<< Those consulted their own' ambition 
aijid self-interest. Sir Duncan,'* answered 
Montrose, ^* who brought the country to 
the pass in which it now stands, and reiK 
dered necessary the sharp remedies which 
we are now reluctantly about to use.'* 

^* And what rank among these self-seek-' 
ers," said Sir Duncan Caitipbell, ^^ riiall wi$ 
assign to a noble Earl, so violently attached 
to the CovenaiM;, that he was the Urst, iti 
1639, to |Cross the Tweed, wading middle 
deep at the head of his regiment, to charge 
the royal forces ? It war the same, I think, 
ivho imposed the Covenant upon the buri 
gesses and Colleges of Aberdeen, at the 
poifat of sword and pike." 

«< I underttand yout taunt, Sir Duncan,"^ 
said Montrose, temperately; ** and I can 
6nly add, that if sincere repentance can 
make amends for youthful error, and for 
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yielding to the artilil representation of am- 
Utiotts hypottttes, I shall be pardoned for 
the crimes with which you taunt me* I 
am here, with my sword in my hand, will- 
ing to spend the best blood of my body to 
make amends for my error, and mortal roan 
ean do no more/' 

'« Well, my lord/* said Sir Duncan, *• I 
shall be sorry to carry back this language 
to the Marquis of Argyle. I had it in far- 
ther charge from the Marquis, that, to pre- 
vent the bloody feuds which must neces- 
sarily follow a Highland war^ his lordship 
will be contented if terms of truce could be 
arranged to the north of the Highland line, 
as there is ground enough in Scotland to 
%ht upon without neighbours destroying 
each other's families and inheritances." 

<* It is a peaceful proposal," said Mon- 
trose^ smiling, << such as it should be, co- 
ming from one whose actions have always 
been more peaceful than his measures. Yet^ 
if the terms <rf' such a truce could be equally 
fixed, and if we can obtain security, — ^for 
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that. Sir Duncw, i« i?4iiN?»i8Weir4fr»t 
your Marquis will observe t^f terfDs wit}i 
strict fidelity, I^ for my f^t^ slu^Id bjS 
content to leave peace behind hSi #rce 51^?^ 
must needs carry war before ust Bpt» Sir 
Duncan^ you are top old and experienM^ ^ 
a soldier for us to permit you to rev^i^p in 
€ur leaguer, and ^^tness opr prppeedings ; 
we shall, therefprei when you h^ye refresh* 
ed yourself, recoiii^Biend yobr speedly re- 
turn to Inver^ry, fuid we s^fill «i^ witk 
ym <^ g^nji^e^ix^Q 09 pur pfurt, to ei^uHi^ 
tero>s of d^ liitg^il*^^ ariQtstiicej in csase:tiH^ 
Marquis shall be foun^ seri^u/s i« frc^Oflllg 
such a measure." Sir Duncan Cao^pl^eU 
asspnti^ by .^ bow. 

*^ My liocd of Menb&ith*" covvtinotfA 
Moqtifose, << will you have tjitegpodAMS tp 
attend ^r Duncan Cw»pbe}l, ^ Arden- 
vohr, whil* wc-de|crflw»e who shall r«tew 
with hijQ to his Chiefs U^Avi^y will PN»* 

init us to requpyt that h? be e n te i tft ^ ^ 

Yi'^k Eatable I>pSi{}it9|i|:y/' ; 

<« I will gm pr^iu"? for tjjat," ml^ AUaA 
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Stuatt^ fiamg ukui coming forward. '^ I 
love Sir Damwo dtmi^eU % ve have }}eea 
joint sufferers in former days, stnd I do not 
fbrgiat it obw/^ 

" My Lord of Meateitli,'' said Sir DaD« 
ciR Cfti0|iib6U» '<< I am grieved to see you. 
Hi your eai'ly age, eog^ed in such despfi'^ 
rate and r^beliibus couraes." 

^ I WBi yomig,? aosfrered Mditeith^ 
^ yet old enough to distii^guisb betweea 
rlgk and wMag^ between, loyalty and re- 
lieUiQn ; and the ^oeer a good eottrse ts 
Ipi^ii9» the longer «ad the better have I a 
jahaivoe of running 'it»'' 

«« And you too, my friefid, AUan M^Aop 
teyt" said Sir Duncab, taking biahand \ ^* must 
:ve also-call each other enemtei^ that haf« 
b0aa so often' alUed agaiosfc a x^mmoa &e i^ 
Thenr Uvaing found to the ineetitg, he 
taid» ^^I^arevrelii gcfaleiiien; there ate ao 
iban^ of y<m to ^wbom I mahr well> that your 
I^eti0ii iKf adl toriM of amdiatioo^giv6a ine 
deep affiitotioii. May Hisev«ii^T be apui^ 
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looking upwards, << jadge between oiir 
tivesy and those of the movers of this chrtt 
commotion !** 

" Amen," said Montrose j ** to that tri* 
bunal we all submit us.'' 

Sir Duncan Campbell left the hall, accom^^ 
panied by Allan M^AuIey and Lord Men^ 
teitb, " Tliere goes a true- bred Campbell,'? 
said Montrose, as the envoy departed, ^or 
they are ever fair and false.** 

*< Pardon me, my lord," said Evan Dhu i 
^ hereditary enemy as I am to their name, 
I have ever found the Knight of Ardeii- 
vohr brave in war, honest in pe^ce, add 
true in council." * 

^« Of his own disposition," said Montrose, 
^< such he is undoubteflfy ; but be now acts 
as the orgafl' or iirouth.piece of' hHi ' ilH < <» 
the Marl]uis, the falsest man that ever drew 
« breath And, M^Aulay," he ' continued, 
in a whisper to his host, '*< lest he should 
make some impression upo& the idftxpe- 
riet)ceof Menteitl, or the singular 'difl|kMN 
tion of your brother, » you had better sfend 
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muBk into their chamber, to prevent his 
inveigltog them into any private confe- 
rence.** 

*< The devil a musician have V answer- 
ed M'AuIay, << excepting the piper, who 
^s nearly broke his wind by an ambitious 
contention for superiority with three of his 
own craft ; but I can send Annot Lyle and 
her harp.^ And he left the apartment to 
give orders accordingly. 

Meanwhile a warm discussion took place, 
who should undertake the perilous task of 
returning with Sir Di^ncan to Inverary. 
To the higher dignitaries, accustomed to 
consider themselves upon an equality even 
with M^Callum More, this was an office not 
to be proposed ; unto others who could not 
plead the same excuse, it was altogether 
unacceptable. One would have thought 
Inverary- had been the Valley of the Shadow 
of Death, the inferior chiefs shewed such 
ttluctance to approach it. After a consi- 
derable hesitation, the plain reason was at 
length spoken out, namely, that whatever 
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Highlander should undertake ^af) pfficft sp 
distasteful to M'Callum More^ he wiwl4 ^? 
sure to treasure the offence in his Feq^m- 
brance^ and one ()ay or p^l^pr to mf^ him 
|)itterly repent of it. 

In this diiemmay Montrose, who cons^^i&r? 
ed the proposed armistice as a mere 8(r^^ 
gem on the part of Argyle, altl^piigh bi^ 
had not ventured bkmtly to reject it in 
presence of those whom.it concerned so 
nearly, resolved to impp^e the danger and 
dignity upon Captain Dalgetty, who I^fti^ 
iieither claq nor estate in the Hjg^Iaadf 
ypon which the wrath of Atgyle could 
wrealf itself. 

<< But I have a neck thougV SAi4 I^al- 
getty, btlundy i *^ ajad what if he chusi^ .to 
avenge himself upon that? I haye ko^owa 
a case where an honourable arabassadpr ha^ 
been hanged as ^ Bpy. before now. Hg>u 
ther did the Romans 42$e an^baasadpca muf^ 
Qipre mercifully at th^ siege Qf ^^W9^ %lr 
though 1 re^d th4 ^ley only cut c^ |ijiejf 






hands and noses, pixi out their eyess V^d 
suffered ttiem to depart ip pe^f •'' . 
♦ .^ By my faoiiour» Captain Dalgetty^*' s^u^ 
Montrose, '* should the Marqui^i ^optrnry 
to the rules of war, dare tp practise any 
atrocity against you, you fmy dftpf ijd PpPB 
my taking such signal veogeAOoe t^k^t all 
Scotland shall ring of it.*' 

«' That will do bat little fcr Dalgefcfey/' rs- 
turned the Captain ; ^' hut cprr^g/o ! as th^e 
Spaniard says. With the Land pf Promise 
full in view, the Moor of D/umthwackp^ 
mea paupera regna, as we s^id at Maresch^l 
College, I will not refuse your ei^aelleney'f 
pommission, heing conscious it becomes a 
cavalier of honour to obey his commander'9 
orders, in defiance both of gibbet an4 
sword." 

' '« Galbntly resolved,^' said Mont«rQse; 
^ and if you will come apart with me I will 
Ibrnish ydu with the conditions to fbe laid 
before M^Callum More, upon which we are 
•willing to grant him a truee for bis iHigh- 
land dominions.'' 
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With these we need not > trouble out 
testdtrs. They were of an eranve nature* 
ddcukted to meet a proposal which Moa« 
trose considered to have been made only 
&r the purpose of gaining time* When he 
had put Captain Da^etty in complete poSt 
session of his instructions^ and when that^ 
worthy^ making his military obeisance, was 
near the door of his apartment, Montrose 
made him a sign to return. 

<< I presume," said he, ** J need not re* 
mind an officer who has served imder tho 
Great Gustavus, that a little more is requi- 
red of a person s^it with a flag of ti uce 
than mere discharge of his instructions, 
and that his general will expect from hiqi 
on his return some accoimt of the state of 
the enemies affairs, as far as they come 
under his obsen^ation. In short, Captain 
Dalgetty, you must be unpen dmr-voffOMt!* 

<< Ah ha! your Excellency," said the 
Captain, twisting his hard features into ap 
expression of cunnipg and intel- 
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ligence, <* if they do ndt put my head in a 
poke^ which I have known practised upon 
honourable soldados who have been sus^ 
pected to come upon such errands as the 
present, your Excellency may rely on a pre* 
c^ese narration of whatever Dugald Dalf 
getty shall hear or see, were it even how 
many turns of tune there are in M^^^Callum 
Morels pibroch, or how many cheeks in 
the sett of his plaid and trews.*^ 

^ Enough/' answered Montrose; <* fare- 
well, Captain Dalgetty, and as they say that 
a lady's mind is always expressed in her 
postscript, so I would have you think that 
tite most important part of your commission 
Kes in what 1 have last said to you." 

Dalgetty once more grinned intelligence, 
and withdrew to victual his charger and 
. himself^ for the fatigues of his approack- 
kig mission. 

At the door of the stable, for Gustavus 

. idways claimed his first care, he met Angus 

M^Aulay and Sir Miles Musgrave^ who 
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bad beea ieoking^ '$k hift horfie ; an^, aftet 
praifitiig hk pQint« and earriage, b&tk unit 
ted in strongly diesuadiogllie Caffisda firom 
taking an animal of moh valu^ wilh huq 
upon hia ^^es^nt varjr ^aligning Journef^ 

Angus pain^ in the mtet alanaing 
e<doucs the roads* ot i>at^er wHd tr^tis, by 
whi(^ it woiild be necjeaaaf y for him to trar 
¥el into Argyle9}iii)e, ai^ tb^ wretched huts 
or bathies where be wiQAild bf condemned to 
pass thq night, and vtbeve no fiirag^ could: 
be pfocured for his h^xni;^ utaless h^ conld 
eat the stiH&pa of old hmther. In ^ort^.!^ 
pronounced it a^olutely inipo^file tfaa|, 
after undertaking suefi a piigximagaj At 
animal could be in any case for military ser- 
vice. The Engiishnmn strongly confirm- 
ed sdl that Angus h^d said, and gave him- 
self body toid soul to the devil, if he thought 
it was not an act little short of afasohite 
murder to cari^y a horse wosth a*&rAing 
into such a waste ai%d inhospitdSde ^^satit. 
C^ptgin palgetty %^ an instant ioohod 
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ste^d^y, firs^ at 9De of the gentleoieia ^4 
next a,t the other, aiv) t^hen ask^d tbecQ, .^ 
if in a 9tate of indjef^ioi^i what tiiey wou^ld 
.^viae him ta do with Guijtavjyis undp^ imc^ 
circumstancie«t 

, •• By th^ h^nd of npy i^tei imy 4e«r 
friend/' answered M* Aul^yi ^* if you leavjt 
the bea^t in my keepings you pjiy r% 09 
]}i$ being fed and .aort;9d ac^4ing to his 
worth 9p4 quality, a,nid ;tbi^ ^on yQur 
happy return, yo^i^ w^l fii^d hinj «9 fijepk m 
ap opipH; bpile4 in Iju.ttejir." 

<vOr," $^id Sir Milei ]VIj#gi»v^, ^« if 
thj3 worthy cavalier chusea to part with hip 
charger for a reaaoi^le ai^rp, } haye apm^ 
part of the silver candl^s|;^ck9 stiU d^i^cing 
the heys in my puraie^ whic^ I shall be v#ry 
willing to tr.^nsfer tp his.'* 

«< In brief, mine hoxf pur^ble ^ friendsir 
^^4 Captain Palget^l^y^ figAin eyejng.^em 
jbypth with an ^^r of gopnic penetration, " I 
find it would not be altogether ijnjiccept- 
^^l?lc .tp either of you l^o h»ve SQffiip loj^en to 
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remember the old soldier by, in case it ^aU 
please MCallum More to hang him up at 
the gate of his own castle. And doubtless 
it would be no small satisfaction to me, in 
such an event, that a noble and lojal cava* 
valier like Sir Miles Musgrave, or a wortby^ 
and hospitable chieftain like our excellent 
landlord, should act as my executor.'' 

Both hastened to protest that they had 
no such ^object, and insisted again upon the 
impassable character of the Highland paths. 
Angus M^Aulay mumbled over a number 
of hard Gaelic names, descriptive of the dif- 
ficult passes, precipices, carries, and beals, 
through which he said the road lay to lu- 
verary, when old Donald, who had now 
entered, sanctioned his master's account of 
these difficulties, by holding up his hands^ 
and elevating his eyesi and shaking his 
head at every guttural which M*Aulay pro- 
nounced. But all this did not move the. im 
flexible Captain. 

•• My worthy friends," said he, ^ Gusta- 
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vus is not new to the dangers of travellings 
and the mountains of Bohemia, (no dispa^ 
lagement to the beals and corries Mr An* 
gas is pleased to mention, and of which 
Sir Miles, who never saw them, confirms 
the horrorsi) these mountains may compete 
with the vilest roads in Europe. In fact,, 
my horse hath a most excellent and social 
quality, for although he cannot pledge me 
in my cup, yet we share our loaf between 
us, and it will be hard if he suffers famine 
where cakes or bannocks are to be found. 
And; to cut this matter short, I beseech 
y6u, my good friends, to observe the state 
of Sir Duncan Campbell's palfrey, which 
stands in that stall before us, fat and fair ; 
and, in return for your anxiety on my ac- 
courit, I give you my honest asseveration, 
that while we travel the same road,' both 
that palfrey and his rider shall lack food 
before either GustavuS or I.** 

Having said this, he filled a large mea- 
sure with com, and walked up with it to 
his charger, who, by his low whinnying 
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peigh, hU, pricked eatj, and ,l»i» p^^riWr 
shewed how cjp^e the ^lUmce u^aji bj9^wi^^ 
him and his rider. Nor did he t^te hiirCarji 
until hp had riturned hii mMief'i GV»HiHt 
by licking his handi ai^d fioc* After t^U 
interchange of greetingt,^^^iB®4 U^gi^a t0 
his provender with An eager dispatch, wj^iph 
shewed old military habits i aj^d the mwBtjVy 
»fler looking on the animal with great Qom^ 
placency for about five miniitesy S9id,»-f-^ 
" Much good may it do your honest b^i^arty 

Gustavus }~-now must I gpjfi^ l^y iq^ prQ« 

yant myself for the campaij^.'' 
He then departed^ having £rst saluted 

the En^lishm^n 4nd Angina M^Aulayi ^ko 

remained looking fA ea^h other fpr aom^ 

time in silence* a.nd then bur^t out into 1^ 

fit of liaughter^ 
'< That fellow^"* said Sk Miles Muv^ve^. 

M is formed to go through the world.'' 
. •< I shall tbiiik 90 too/' aai4 U^JM^Jf 

** if he can plip jth;*ough M'Callum lore's 

fingers a^s easily ^ he has 4we,tbrovigh 

our8t'* 
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i <^ Do you think)'* said the Bnglishman» 

*^< that the Marquis will not respect, in Cap* 
tain Dalgetty's person » the laws of civilized 
war?' 

^ No more than I would respect a Low* 
hmd proclamation,'' said Angus M^AuIay. 
** But come along, it is time I were return- 
ing to my guests«^' 
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